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We want to look back on a successful year 2008, which has 

been the year of the 5th anniversary of Vienna Economic 

Forum and in which we have experienced many interesting 

meetings in Vienna and abroad 

After five years of existence we already have a history as the 

Vienna Economic Forum, and traditionally we are holding 

our annual meeting in fall in Vienna and we are moving the 

other meetings to our regions. In 2008 we held our meetings 

in Chisinau, the capital of Moldova, in the city of Becici in 

Montenegro, in Tirana, the capital of Albania and – in our 

new format Vienna Economic Talks - in the city of Pleven 

in Bulgaria. There we have started with this new series of 

events, Vienna Economic Talks, a meeting form which allows 

us to discuss certain topics in a smaller frame, with a spe-

cialized audience and thus we want to contribute even fur-

ther to achieve concrete results and create new cooperation 

possibilities for our members and partners.

Cooperation is a key word from the very beginning in the 

concept and in the vision of Vienna Economic Forum. The 

cooperation is of great importance not only for our meetings 

to come true but also for the exchange of information on the 

economic interests and especially on the topics envisaged in 

the agenda of Vienna Economic Forum Meetings. Coopera-

tion is an important precondition for the economic develop-

ment of the whole Region.  

So far our meetings have been a great success, the number 

of participants has been increasing from meeting to meet-

ing, and the international response tells us that we are on 

the right way. On our 5h Jubilee Vienna Economic Forum in 

November we have welcomed more than 500 participants 

from 37 countries, and we look back on the exchange of expe-

rience, regional cooperation and investment development in 

the Region of Vienna Economic Forum.

We can say that again we have successfully brought together 

decision makers and investors from Austria and other coun-

tries with the member countries of Vienna Economic Forum, 

thus giving impulses and supporting common projects and 

concrete activities.  

Another successful year is over and Vienna Economic Forum 

has continued to be a renowned place of exchange and ex- 

perience! We are grateful for this to all our Members! 

Thank you for the trust! It gives us power for further activities! 

Introduction

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Members of Vienna Economic Forum!

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Erhard BUSEK

President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria 

Your

Dr. Erhard Busek		  Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

President 			   Secretary General 
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First: For further development of Moldova’s economy it is 

very important to meet with the Austrian and other inves-

tors from the region, who came here with us and to discuss 

directly the opportunities for cooperation in all these fields, 

the government of Moldova gives priority in attracting 

investments.

One goal of our Forum here today should also be to increase 

the percentage of Foreign Direct Investment in Moldóva, 

and I assume that our participants from Austria and from 

abroad would certainly like to be one of the top-ten foreign 

investors of Moldova.

Second:  With regard to the investment climate in Moldova 

our investors need to be ensured that the good legal frame-

work has also a good implementation. To provide legal 

security for the investors and additional guarantées for 

their ownership, to eliminate the administrátive bárriers-

this is definitely one of the preconditions for a successful 

development of different projects, for a secúre business in 

the country.

And I strongly believe that Chisinau is the right place 

to discuss today with the Members of Vienna Economic 

Forum, including influential investors like Volksbank Inter-

national, Siemens, Raiffeisen Leasing, Wiener Städtische 

Versicherung (Vienna Insurance Group), smart technologies 

GmbH, GfK Austria GmbH, Meinl Capital Advisors, CISMO 

Clearing Integrated Services and Market Operations, Zen-

tral Holding, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, International 

Council of Investors and with representatives of Moldovan 

companies and business entreprenéurs the various mani-

festations and economic possibilities in the country. A 

successful cooperation will be of great importance for the 

development of the whole Region and will make this part of 

Europe very prospective in the next decádes.

Some members of Vienna Economic Forum are already 

represented in Moldova and in the region or aim to be rep-

resented. Most of them have been gáining experience for 

years and have been trying to contríbute to the efforts of 

devéloping the region by presenting and exchanging experi-

ence of their success stories and best práctices.

Here I would like to take the opportunity to address all 

Moldovan company representatives who are here to take 

part in our Chisinau Meeting and to find new contacts. 

Réputable companies are présent here to enlarge their net-

works and to get in touch with you! I hope you all will take 

this chance and will profit from our meeting.

 

The experience of Vienna Economic Forum meetings in 

Vienna in 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 as well as the spring 

and summer editions of Vienna Economic Forum abroad - 

Bucharest Meeting (in 2005), Belgrade Meeting (in 2006) and 

Ohrid and Istanbul Meeting (in 2007) shows that we are on 

the right path. 

And I am sure that the experience of today’s Chisinau 

Meeting will be still another proof for it. Even a discussion 

about problems in the Republic of Moldova can help and 

can be a beginning to redúce thése problems by new invest-

ments. I don’t think that this has been explóited enough by 

now and I would encóurage our VEF Member to look at the 

new investment possibilities and to play an active role in 

making this cóncept work. 

Please allow me to greet all the participants in today’s meet-

ing – around 200, from 19 countries and also from South-

East European Co-operation Process (SEECP), from the 

newly established Council for Regional Cooperation located 

in Sarajevo and its Secretary General Mr. Hidajet Biscevic, 

from United Nations Development Program (UNDP), from 

International Finance Corporation - World Bank Group. 

Most of the participants today are from Moldova and 

Austria but also from Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Canada, 

Germany, Greece, France, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, 

Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United 

Kingdom and USA. 

I wish a good start, very intensive and fruitful discussions, 

interesting exchange of experience and new suggestions 

– for the success of all of us here, at the Vienna Economic 

Forum – Chisinau Meeting. 

I hope that today’s meeting will be the reason for the par-

ticipants to meet new partners to cooperate closer together 

and I hope that there are good signs for cooperation in the 

Field of the Investment Opportunities in Moldova. 

And I am sure that, at the end of this event our purpose to 

próve Moldova as a safe and attractive market for foreign 

investors will be touched.

Thank you!

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum

IntroductionIntroduction

Excellencies!

Distinguished co-chairman of this Plenary Session,  

Minister Dodon!

Distinguished Ministers!

Dear Mr. President  

and dear Members of Vienna Economic Forum!

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,  

representatives of the Moldóvan public and private sector!

Dear Participants from the other countries of the Region!

It is honor and great pleasure to warmly welcome you all 

here today at the second plenary session of Vienna Eco-

nomic Forum - Chisinau Meeting. I am honored to address 

such an eminent gathering of personalities interested or 

directly involved in the economic development of the region 

from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and particular of the 

Republic of Moldova.

Allow me to thank the Government of Moldova for their 

hospitality in the organization of our Vienna Economic 

Forum- Chisinau Meeting and especially to the Member of 

our Patrons Committee, H.E. Prime Minister Vasile Tarlev. 

Many thanks also to the Moldóvan Investment and Export 

Promotion Organization ( MIEPO), for the excellent coop-

eration.

Cooperation is a key word in the cóncept and in the visions 

of Vienna Economic Forum. The cooperation is of great 

importance not only for this meeting to come true but also 

for the exchange of information on the economic interests 

and especially on the topics envísaged in the agenda of the 

Moldova Meeting. The cooperation is an important precon-

dition for the economic development of the whole Region. 

This region is a true economic challenge, where we witness 

countries with different economic development, new and 

old Members of the European Union, countries of South-

East Europe with different time perspéctives on the Euro-

pean Union Membership. 

The answer to this challenge is rooted in the motto of Vienna 

Economic Forum: Go South East! 

Vienna Economic Forum is a platform, where the decision-

makers of the region do not only áctively discuss initiatives and 

projects, but they accelerate their implementation. Vienna Eco-

nomic Forum aims to stímulate the development of transbor-

der projects, to presént the opportunities for cooperation and 

to facílitate the contacts between the actors from the region. 

Vienna Economic Forum is trying to accúmulate and gather the 

energy, which exists in the region and to provide new possibili-

ties for cooperation and for carrying out projects. 

Vienna Economic Forum is concentrating on the support of 

common interests between the Member Countries for the 

future of our region – the region from the Adriatic to the Black 

Sea. With around 130 (one hundred and thirty) million con-

súmers this is a strategically very important part of Europe. 

One of the principal objectives of Vienna Economic Forum is 

to promote the investment opportunities in the Region, as well 

as to promóte the integration prócesses in and between the 

countries from the region. 

I wanted to stress the importance of regional cooperation. 

The regional infrastructural projects, projects in finance, 

energy, tránsport and communication, telecommunication, 

agriculture, machinery etc. would provide the basis to link 

the neighboring countries, and consequently enhánce their 

economic co-operation. A regional cooperation will contribute 

to attracting new direct investments in the countries of the 

Region and exténsion of íntra-régional projects. 

Our forum today gives us a good opportunity for discussing 

issues of sustainable development in the Region from the 

Moldovan point of view at the highest, but also at a practical 

level.

To have Vienna Economic Forum in Chisinau is of high impor-

tance! I would like to underline two reasons: 

THE ROLE AND VISION OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM –  
SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN MOLDOVA
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16.00	 REGISTRATION

16.30	 WELCOME RECEPTION for all participants 

	 hosted by the GOVERNMENT OF MOLDOVA, WINE hosted by MOLDOVA-VIN DEPARTMENT

	 FIRST PLENARY SESSION - INVESTMENT POLICY AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN MOLDOVA

17.00	 MODERATION and OPENING
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, 

	 President of Vienna Economic Forum

17.10 - 17.20	 WELCOME ADDRESS
	 H.E. Mr. Vladimir VORONIN, President of the Republic of Moldova

17.20 - 17.35	 INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS
	 H.E. Mr. Vasile TARLEV, 	Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Invest in Moldova – a big Challenge for Europe

17.20 - 17.35	 Mr. Gheorghe CUCU, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Moldova

	 How to attract the Interest of the Foreign Investors to Moldova and to the Countries from 

	 the Region

17.50 - 17.05	 KEYNOTE SPEECHES
	 Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT, President of the Board, VOLKSBANK International AG

	 Mr. Alexandru MUNTEANU, Partner, Horizon Capital Advisors LLC, USA, Member of the Business  

Advisory Council For South Eastern Europe

	 Private Equity Investments as a way to open a new European market: case of Moldova

	 Mr. Alexandru SIRBU, President of Economic Council to the Prime-Minister of the Republic of Moldova

18.35 - 19.00	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience and Conclusion (led by the moderator)
	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, of the investors from Austria, 

Members of Vienna Economic Forum, of Moldavian and other companies

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum

20.00	 GALA DINNER, hosted by H.E. Mr. Vasile TARLEV, Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova, 

	 Patron of Vienna Economic Forum (by invitation) (Location: tbc)

programprogram

	 REGISTRATION

	 COFFEE BREAK, offered by CISMO Clearing Integrated Services and Market Operations GmbH

8.45 - 8.55	 FAMILY PHOTO (by Invitation)

	S ECOND PLENARY SESSION - THE ROLE OF INVESTMENT IN THE INFRASTRUCTURE, FINANCE, ENERGY

9.00 - 10.30	 CO-CHAIR and STATEMENTS
	 Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

	 The Role and Vision of Vienna Economic Forum for the Cooperation between the Countries 

	 in the Region

	 H.E. Mr. Igor DODON, Minister of Economy and Commerce of the Republic of Moldova

	 The Role of the Foreign Investments for the Economic Development of Moldova

	 SPEAKERS
	 H.E. Ambassador Cesare de MONTIS, Head of Delegation, The European Commission‘s Delegation 

	 to the Republic of Moldova

	 Mr. Hidajet BISCEVIC, Elected Secretary General, SEECP and Regional Cooperation Council

	 Dr. Robert HAGER, Managing Director, CISMO Clearing Integrated Services and Market Operations GmbH

	 Regional power network coordination as infrastructural basis for power production investments

	 H.E. Mr. Mihail POP, Minister of Finance of the Republic of Moldova

	 Mr. Christoph WOLF, Member of the Board, TBIH Financial Services Group, Wiener Städtische  

Versicherung AG, Vienna Insurance Group

	 The Insurance Sector – A Direct Investor And Facilitator For Investments

	 Mr. Edgar MARTIN, General Director, Danube Logistic SRL

	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, of the investors from

	 Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum, of Moldavian and other companies

10.30 - 11.00	 PRESS CONFERENCE (organized by the GOVERNMENT OF MOLDOVA)

	

	 COFFEE BREAK, offered by VOLKSBANK INTERNATIONAL AG

11.00 - 12.30	 WORKSHOP 1 – CONCRETE INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN INFRASTRUCTURE, FINANCE, ENERGY, MACHINERY
	 MODERATION AND STATEMENT
	 Mr. Hansjörg TENGG, CEO, Smart Technologies

	 PARTICIPANTS
	 H.E. Mr. Vladimir ANTOSII, Minister of Industry and Infrastructure of the Republic of Moldova

	 Investment Opportunities in Infrastructure Projects in Moldova

February 20th, 2008 February, 21st 2008



18 19

programprogram

	 Mr. Gerald SCHREINER, CEO, Volksbank Romania S.A.

	 Mr. Richard CURRIE, Senior Finance Specialist, Crimson Capital

	 Introducing Innovative Financial Products to Moldova

	 Mr. Jean-Francois MYARD, Chairman of Administrative Board of Mobiasbanca, Groupe Societe Generale

	 Mr. Maximilian MAIRHOFER, Head of Regional Management, Siemens AG Austria,  

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Business Development in South Eastern Europe

	 Mr. Peter E. GUMPEL, Chairman of the Managing Board, Meinl Capital Advisors AG, Austria

	 Mr. Alfred SCHUCH, Head of Hydrocarbons Unit, Energy Community Secretariat

	 Mr. Victor BODIU, General Director, I.C.S. Raiffeisen Leasing S.R.L.

	 Raiffeisen in Moldova

	 Mr. Dorin RECEAN, Chief Executive Officer Millenium group

	 Mr. Andrey KONDAKOV, 	Vice-President, Black Sea Trade and Development Bank

	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)

	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, of the investors from 

	 Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum, of Moldavian and other companies

11.00 - 12.30	 WORKSHOP 2 – POSSIBILITIES AND PERSPECTIVES FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION – 
	 CONCRETE INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN AGRICULTURE, TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 

	 MODERATOR AND STATEMENT
	 Mr. Anatol SPIVACENCO, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry of the Republic of Moldova

	 PARTICIPANTS
	 Mr. Pavel UNTURA, Deputy Minister of Transport and Road Management of the Republic of Moldova

	 The Transport and the Railway System in Moldova

	 Mrs. Lilia RUSSU, Director, Moldovan Investment and Export Promotion Organisation (MIEPO)

	 Dr. Rudolf BRETSCHNEIDER, Managing Director, GfK Austria GmbH (tbc)

	 Mr. Stefan POPA, President, Bucharest Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Romania, Member  

of the Business Advisory Council for South Eastern Europe, Vice-president of the Romanian Freight  

Forwarders UNION(USER)

	 Mr. Georgi SHIVAROV, Vice-President, Bulgarian Industrial Association

	 Industrial Development Networking as a tool for Regional Cooperation

	 Dr. Christian STEINER, 	Charge d‘Affaires a.i./Minister Counsellor/Head of the Coordination Office  

for Technical Cooperation, Austrian Embassy/Coordination Office for Technical Cooperation Chisinau

	 The Business and Development Partnerships – Instruments of the ADC

	

	 Mr. Leonid SIDORENKO, Principal Banker, Black Sea Trade and Development Bank

	 Working with the Black Sea Bank

	 Mr. Nicolae PETROV, President and CEO, S.C. Carpatair S.A. and Moldavian Airlines

	 Mr. Heinz MESSINGER, 	Managing Director, AME-International GmbH

	 Mr. Bruno DUTHOIT, Director General, Orange SA, Moldova

	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)
	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, of the investors from 

	 Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum, of Moldavian and other companies

12.30 - 13.15	 CLOSING PLENARY SESSION

12.30 - 12.45	 MODERATION

	 H.E. Dr. Martin EICHTINGER, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic  

of Austria to the Republic of Moldova

12.30 - 12.45	 	SHORT OVERVIEWS from the WORKSHOPS
	 Mr. Hansjörg TENGG, CEO, Smart Technologies

	 Mr Anatol SPIVACENCO, Deputy Minister of agriculture and Food Industry of the Republic of Moldova

12.45 - 13.00	 CLOSING REMARKS
	 H.E. Mr. Vasile TARLEV, 	Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

	 	Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, 

	 President of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Moldova, of the investors from Austria, 

Member of Vienna Economic Forum, of Moldavian and other companies

13.30	 DEPARTURE AND BUS TRANSFER to EXHIBITION „ExpoVin Moldova’2008“

	 Venue: I.E.C.“Moldexpo“ (1, Ghioceilor St., Chisinau, Moldova)

	

	 LUNCH hosted by the GOVERNMENT OF MOLDOVA, location: “Casa Vinului” Restaurant and

15.15	 	WINE hosted by MOLDOVA-VIN DEPARTMENT

February, 21st 2008February, 21st 2008
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CURRICULUM VITAE CURRICULUM VITAE

	 GfK Austria was founded in 1950 as Dr. Fessel Institute for Market Research  and 

since 1972 has been an integral part of the GfK Group. Established 70 years ago as 

Germany’s first market research company, with more than 130 subsidiaries and partici-

pations in 90 countries on five continents, the GfK Group is one of the leading market 

research organizations. Of the current total of more than 8.400 employees, some 160 

work in Austria. 

	 GfK Austria is the leading market research Institute in Austria with a broad spec-

trum of specialist services. We provide information services for clients from industry, 

retail, the service sector and the media, which they use for their marketing to existing 

and potential clients as well as to distinguish themselves from the competition. As a 

company with a long tradition, we are careful to maintain the continuity in our work 

that comes with decades of success in the business. At the same time, it is innovation 

and progress which are the driving forces of our activities. 

	 In 1989, under the guidance of GfK Austria, the creation of a network of 

GfK subsidiaries in Central and Eastern Europe was initiated which today 

comprises 17 subsidiaries in 15 countries. 

Dr. Rudolf BretschneiderProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Managing 

Director, GfK Austria GmbH

 	 Dr. Erhard Busek was born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1941. He received his 

law degree from the University of Vienna in 1963. During his studies, he also served as 

Chairman of the Austrian Youth Council.

	 He began his professional career in 1964 as legal adviser to the association of the 

parliamentarians of the Austrian People’s Party. He then served as Secretary General of 

the Austrian Federation for Trade and Commerce (1968-1975). In 1975 he was appointed 

Secretary General of the Austrian People’s Party and was elected Member of Parliament 

later that year.

	 Dr. Busek gained additional experience in administration between 1968-1976 while 

with a publishing firm in the economic field. In 1976 Dr. Busek entered municipal 

politics. He was City Councelor and was elected Deputy-Mayor of Vienna in 1978, a 

position he held until 1987. He was appointed Minister for Science and Research in 

April 1989. From 1994 until May 1995 Dr. Busek was Minister for Education. He was 

elected Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party in 1991 and served as Vice-Chancellor 

of Austria from 1991 to 1995. In early 2000 Dr. Erhard Busek was appointed as Special 

Representative of the Austrian Government on EU-Enlargement. 

	 Chairman of the “Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe”; President of 

the European Forum Alpbach and President of Vienna Economic Forum. 

Dr. Erhard BusekProfile

Nationality: Austria 

Current Position: President  

of Vienna Economic Forum, Former 

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability 

Pact for South Eastern Europe 

	 Mr Hido Biscevic, currently State Secretary for Political Affairs at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatia, was appointed 

Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) at the meeting of the 

SEECP Heads of State and Government held in Zagreb on 11 May 2007.

 
	 The RCC is a new, regionally-owned and led co-operation framework in South Eastern 

Europe. It has been established in order to reaffirm regional ownership over coopera-

tion processes in South Eastern Europe and take over the role and responsibilities of 

the Stability Pact after its phasing out in February 2008. The RCC will bring together 

the countries of the region together with the European Union and the wider interna-

tional donor community. Its role will be to enhance regional cooperation aimed at the 

promotion of dialogue, economic development, stability and security in the region and 

its integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures. 

	 The RCC will sustain co-operation in the agreed priority areas:

Economic and Social Development; Infrastructure and Energy; Justice and Home 

Affairs; Security Co-operation; Building Human Capital; As well as Parliamentary 

Co-operation as an overarching theme.

Mr. Hidajet BiscevicProfile

Nationality: Croatia

Current Position: Secretary General, 

SEECP and Regional 

	 Mr. Victor Bodiu is General Director of ICS Raiffeisen Lesing SRL.

	 Raiffeisen-Leasing GmbH, a subsidiary of the Raiffeisen Bank Group, has 36 years 

successful experience in the leasing business, both inside and outside Austria. Its all-

round competence and tailor made solutions are the basis of its success as the coun-

try’s leading leasing institution. We pride ourselves on being a dependable partner to 

our customers.

Mr. Victor BodiuProfile

Nationality: Moldova

Current Position: General Director, 

ICS Raiffeisen Leasing SRL 
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 	 The International Energy Agency (IEA) acts as energy policy advisor to 27 member 

countries in their effort to ensure reliable, affordable and clean energy for their citi-

zens. Founded during the oil crisis of 1973-74, the IEA’s initial role was to co-ordinate 

measures in times of oil supply emergencies. As energy markets have changed, so has 

the IEA. Its mandate has broadened to incorporate the “Three E’s” of balanced energy 

policy making: energy security, economic development and environmental protection. 

	

	 Current work focuses on climate change policies, market reform, energy technology 

collaboration and outreach to the rest of the world, especially major consumers and 

producers of energy like China, India, Russia and the OPEC countries.

	 With a staff of around 190, mainly energy experts and statisticians from its 27 mem-

ber countries, the IEA conducts a broad programme of energy research, data compila-

tion, publications and public dissemination of the latest energy policy analysis and 

recommendations on good practices.

CURRICULUM VITAE CURRICULUM VITAE

	 Crimson Capital (Crimson) is a leading international investment bank and manage-

ment consulting firm. Established in 1991 to provide privatization and restructuring 

expertise to emerging markets in Eastern Europe, Crimson has gone global, delivering 

dynamic development assistance across five continents. With offices in Washington, 

D.C., Atlanta, Prague, Skopje and Hong Kong, Crimson’s principals and consultants 

deploy proven experience and professional know-how in a wide range of services and 

sectors.

	 Crimson is more than just a business: we open doors, create business opportunities 

and deliver meaningful development results. We partner with people and organizations 

committed to accomplishing positive change, and we equip our clients with new capa-

bilities, resources, and know-how. We believe in hard work as a positive experience, and 

in creating change one person, one opportunity, and one project at a time.

	 Currently, Mr. Currie is Chief of Party and General Manager of the USAID-funded 

SME Commercial Finance Fund in Macedonia, Crimson’s flagship SME Finance Project. 

Mr. Currie holds a Master’s degree in Asian Studies from Indiana University, and 

completed the Chase Manhattan Bank Credit Training Program. Mr. Currie is fluent in 

Chinese and Mongolian, and speaks Russian at an intermediate level.

Richard CurrieProfile

Nationality: USA

Current Position: Senior Finance 

Specialist, Crimson Capital

Tim GouldProfile

Nationality: UK

Current Position: International 

Energy Agency 

	 Cesare De Montis is the first head of the European Commission’s Delegation to 

Moldova. The delegation was officially opened in 2005 by Benita Ferrero-Waldner, EU 

Commissioner for External Relations and European Neighborhood Policy. 

	 Cesare De Montis started his career with the European Commission in 1984. He held 

several positions at the Directorate General for Development and External Relations 

among which the post of head of unit for Andean Pact. In 2001-2005 Cesare De Montis 

was the Head of European Commission’s Delegation to Venezuela.

H.E. Ambassador Cesare de MONTISProfile

Nationality: Moldova

Current Position: Head of Delegation, 

The European Commission’s Delega-

tion to the Republic of Moldova  

 	 The JSCB “EXIMBANK” was created by the Decree of the President of the Republic 

of Moldova # 4 of January 10, 1994 on the basis of the Moldavian branch of the former 

Bank for Foreign Economic Affairs of the USSR. It later became the foreign currency 

transactions department of the National Bank of Moldova.

	 The official date of birth of the Bank is April 29, 1994 – the date of the registration of 

EXIMBANK by the National Bank of Moldova (# 71). From the beginning of its activity 

the bank has headed for expansion of the range of services and for the improvement 

of the quality of service. All that allowed increasing customer base from 1 004 up to 34 

263 clients (on July 1, 2007). 

	 Among the clients are many business leaders, representations of the international 

organizations and embassies of the foreign countries. Today the bank provides a tra-

ditional range of bank services (account maintenance, cash management, crediting, 

deposit operations, international payments, operations with securities), as well as 

hi-tech bank services and products, such as operations with bank cards (“VISA Inter-

national” and “MasterCard International”), and products based on Internet technologies 

(Internet banking “EXIMBANK-ONLINE”, online access to the card account).

	 Today the bank has a network of the following divisions of the bank: Head office, 

16 Branches and 34 Representatives Offices in the country and in the capital city of 

Chisinau.

Marcel CHIRCAProfile

Nationality: Moldova

Current Position: President of the 

Executive Board, Eximbank Gruppo 

Veneto Banca in Moldova
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	 Since January 2007 Mr. Edgar Martin has been the General Director of ICS Danube 

Logistics SRL (the largest foreign investor in the Republic of Moldova) and the Port 

Manager of Giurgiulesti International Free Port, Moldova’s only Danube port and only 

port capable of receiving both maritime and river vessels.

Qualifications: BSc (Hons) Maritime Business with Maritime History (Institute of Marine 

Studies, University of Plymouth); PhD “The involvement of non-riparian states with the 

continuing development of Danube navigation and transport” [underway] (Transport 

Research Institute, Napier University)

Past employment: Maritime Transport Research; Brittany Ferries; S.N.A.T. / Railfreight 

Distribution; Associated British Ports; British Waterways

Membership: IVR (European inland vessel registry and representation); PIANC (Interna-

tional Navigation Association); PYNDA (Plymouth Nautical Degrees Association); IAME 

(International Association of Maritime Economists)

	 Danube Logistics SRL, a Moldovan limited liability company, is the owner and opera-

tor of the Giurgiulesti International Free Port. In December 2004 Danube Logistics signed 

with the Government of Moldova an investment agreement for the construction of the 

Giurgiulesti International Free Port. Danube Logistics’ shareholders are the Dutch 

EASEUR Holding BV and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, hold-

ing 80% and 20% of Danube Logistics shares respectively.

	 The privately owned and privately operated Giurgiulesti International Free Port (GIFP) 

is Moldova’s only port accessible to sea-going vessels. GIFP’s entire 120 ha territory has 

a status similar to that of an economic free zone and consists of a petroleum terminal, a 

cargo port, a passenger port and an industrial free zone. Due to its location on the Lower 

Danube with available water depths in excess of 7m, GIFP is capable of receiving not only 

river barges but also sea going vessels. Against this background GIFP serves its client as the 

only direct sea/river-borne transshipment and distribution point to and from the Republic  

of Moldova, a regional logistics hub on the border of the EU with access to road, rail, river, sea, 

and an excellent location for businesses, who wish to make use of GIFP’s  strategic location, its  

trimodal transport infrastructure, low cost environment and unique customs and tax 

regime.

	 Siemens Austria has business responsibility for an economic region encompass-

ing nine countries with 65 million inhabitants. This common economic region, which 

includes Austria, Slovakia, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montene-

gro, Bulgaria and Romania, is one of the key growth regions worldwide. 

	 Relying on an intelligent division of labor, Siemens is leveraging and reinforcing the 

dynamic developments in this area while at the same time profiting from the massive 

investments being made in industrial and public infrastructures. One by one, the CEE 

countries are becoming members of the European Union, which makes them eligible 

for EU support and funding when it comes to building up transportation infrastruc-

ture, healthcare and public administration systems - all areas where Siemens can offer 

interesting solutions. As an exciting and successful growth region, the CEE economic 

region is thus promising to guarantee the growth and the future of Siemens Austria 

over the long term.

Maximilian MairhoferProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Head of Regional 

Management, Siemens AG Austria  

Mr. Edgar MARTINProfile

Nationality: UK

Current Position: General Director, 

Danube Logistic SRL      

	 CISMO is working in the field of liberalisation, new markets, technical changes, cost 

control and new laws – challenges which are common for energy providers. They sup-

port optimising strategies and processes, working with a network of highly spezialised 

IT companies and banks. The company was founded in 2006.

Dr. Robert HAGERProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Managing Director, 

CISMO Clearing Integrated Services 

and Market Operations GmbH  

	 Founder, Member of the Board and Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum.

	 Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva possesses great administrative and managerial 

experience in state institutions, government and non-government organizations, aca-

demic and teaching experience in low and economic fields, big experience in diplomacy 

– former ambassador of Bulgaria to Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Finland and Austria. 

Awarded with the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Sash for Services to the 

Republic of Austria.

	 She was member of the First democratic Parlament of Republic of Bulgaria and mem-

ber of commissions and parlament delegations of Republic of Bulgaria in European 

Council and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe /OSCE/.

	 She graduated law in Sofia University Kliment Ohridski. PhD in Law.

Ambassador Dr. ELENA KIRTCHEVAProfile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Secretary General  

of Vienna Economic Forum
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	 From the beginning of 2006, Wiener Städtische Group is operating under a new 

umbrella brand – Vienna Insurance Group. This shared brand is intended to strengthen 

the Group identity and enhance the sense of cohesion of the Group companies. Under 

the Group’s multibrand strategy, the companies use their locally established names 

in their home markets. With this shared brand, the Vienna Insurance Group empha-

sises the financial strength as a major Central and Eastern European insurer based in 

Vienna.

	 With premium volume of more than EUR 5 billion, the international Vienna Insur-

ance Group is the largest Austrian insurance group in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The Group provides high-quality insurance services both in the life and non-life seg-

ments. The central aim is to deliver innovative local insurance solutions for all areas of 

life through optimum customer service. The Vienna Insurance Group builds on a long 

history of success, tracing the roots to the year 1824. The Vienna Insurance Group is 

currently operating in 17 countries. More than 16,000 employees look after the security 

of their customers. In addition to the presence in Austria, there are Group companies, 

branch offices or investments in Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Geor-

gia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Liechtenstein, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Mon-

tenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia and the Ukraine.

	 Building on its leading position in Austria, Vienna Insurance Group has for more than 

fifteen years been expanding purposefully into the emerging markets of Central and 

Eastern Europe. In 2005 the share of the Group’s premiums generated in this region 

was already well over 30%. No other international insurance group is active in so many 

Central and Eastern European countries.

	 Vienna Insurance Group has taken over 75% of Turkish insurance company Ray in 

2007 via their subsidiary TBIH, a jount venture with Israelian partner Kadan NV.

	 The Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB) is an international financial 

institution established by Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, 

Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine. With an authorized capital of SDR 1 

billion, the Bank supports economic development and regional cooperation by provid-

ing trade and project financing, guarantees, and equity for development projects sup-

porting both public and private enterprises in its member countries.

Mr. Leonid SidorenkoProfile

Nationality: Greece

Current Position: Principal Banker, 

Black Sea Trade and Development Bank

Mr. Christoph WOLFProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Member of the 

Board, TBIH Financial Services Group, 

Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG, 

Vienna Insurance Group

	 Mr. Schreiner is CEO of Volksbank Romania, one of the TOP 10 Banks (since 03/07) 

in Romania and TOP 5 in Mortgage Lending (since 09/06). He is responsible for Retail, 

Investments, Controlling and Marketing within Volksbank Romania. After 7 years 

banking experience in Czech Republic he joined the Board of Directors in Volksbank 

Romania in 2003. In beginning of 2006 he was promoted as President of Volksbank 

Romania.

Mr. Gerald SCHREINERProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: CEO, Volksbank 

Romania S.A. 

	 The Bulgarian Industrial Association – Union of the Bulgarian Business (BIA) (named 

Bulgarian Industrial Association till 2006) is a voluntary, non - governmental organiza-

tion of the Bulgarian industry, established on 25 April 1980. It is the first non – govern-

mental organization in the former socialist block. BIA is an umbrella organization with 

a matrix structure, vertically representing the branch (sector) oriented organization and 

horizontally the regional and municipal organizations. 

	 BIA has played a crucial role in initiating and coordinating the foundation, consolida-

tion and establishment of the branch (sector) and regional business organizations in 

Bulgaria.

Georgi ShivarovProfile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Vice President,  

Bulgarian Industrial Association 
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Aramă,Iuliana	 Analist Economic	 “Ziarul de Gardă”	 Moldova
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Moscviceov, Alexei	 General Director	 “Sicres”S.R.L	 Moldova

Moser, Thomas	 General Director	 Danube Logistic SRL       	 Moldova

Munteanu, Alexandru	 Senior Vice President	 Horizon Capital Advisors LLC	 Ukraine

Myard, Jean-Francois 	 Chairman of Administrative Board 	 Mobiasbanca, Groupe Societe Generale	 France

 

N			 

Nadvornaia, Uliana	 Director	 Integrated Distribution Projects, 	 Moldova 

		  member of SystemGroup

Naconecinaia, Olga	 Director of Support Department 	 Finance and Trade Bank JSC	 Moldova

Nazaria, Iulia	 Projectect Manager Assistant	 Euromol Management Consulting	 Moldova

Negritu, Valeriu	 Director”Neg Mat Com”	 CNFA	 Moldova

Nicorici, Leonid	 Corporate Affairs Manager	 Lafarge Ciment (Moldova)S.A.	 Moldova

 

P			 

Palade, Anatolie	 General Director	 ProConsulting LTD	 Moldova

Pantea, Larisa	 Lector	 Management International Institut	 Moldova

Paolucci, Guido	 Programme Manager	 EBRD,Secretariat for CEI Projects	 UK

Peychev, Peycho	 Commecial Counselor	 Bulgarian Embassy in Chisinau, 	 Bulgaria 

		  Moldova

Petrov, Nicolae	 President and CEO	 S.C. Carpatair S.A.	 Moldova/RO

Pillet, Hubert	 General Manager	 Lafarge Ciment (Moldova)S.A.	 Moldova

Podgurschi, Mihail	 General Manager	 INFO-CLUSTER Ltd	 Moldova

Prohnitchi, Valeriu	 Executive Director	 Expert-Grup	 Moldova

Pop, Mihail, H.E.	 Minister 	 Ministry of Finance	 Moldova 

		  of the Republic of Moldova

Popa, Igor	 Director general	 Consult Group S.R.L	 Moldova
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List of Participants List of Participants

Popa, Stefan D.	 President of BCCI, BAC Member, 	 BCCI-Bucharest Chamber	 Romania 

	 Vice President of USER	 of Commerce and Industry

Popescu, Catalin Petru	 Director	 SC Fresh Line SRL	 Moldova

Postolachi, Victor, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of the Republic	 Moldova 

		  of Moldova to Austria

Prado, Oliver		  GLOBAL PHONING GROUP	 Moldova

Predius, Dmitri		  BC Mobiasbanca SA	 Moldova 

Prisac, Igor	 Executive Director	 “COMMUNITAS “	 Moldova

 

R			 

Razlog, Lilia	 National Program Officer	 Swedish International Developement	 Sweden/Moldova 

		  Agency, Moldova

Recean, Dorin	 Chief Executive Officer	 Millenium Group	 Moldova

Ristevski, Marjan	 Assistant to the Secretary General 	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria

Robu, Andrei	 Broker	 SSIF Broker SA	 Romania

Rosetti, Ilinca	 General Manager	 ICS”ProCredit”S.A.	 Moldova

Rotta, Alesandru			 

Rusu, Mihai	 General Director	 Moldova Tur S.A.	 Moldova

Russu, Ion	 Director	 CPIU-IFAD	 Moldova

Russu, Lilia	 Director	 Moldovan Investment and Export	 Moldova 

		  Promotion Organisation (MIEPO)

Russu, Vladimir	 President	 Accent Electronic	 Moldova

 
S			 

Salamaha, Lurii	 Vice Chairman of Managing Board	 Finance and Trade Bank JSC	 Moldova

Samodurov, Alexandru	 Consul	  Ambasada Ucrainei in RM	 Moldova

Sapunova, Nelia	 Traducator	 Iunitex	 Moldova

Schreiner, Gerald	 CEP	 Volksbank Romania S.A.	 Austria/RO

Scutaru, Sergiu	 Local Administrator	 “Ungheni-Business”FEZ	 Moldova

Shmigaliov, Serge	 Sales Representative Moldova	 Microsoft Corporation	 Moldova

Sidorenko, Leonid	 Principal Banker	 Black Sea Trade	 Greece 

		  and Developement Bank

Sinciuc-Engelen, Lilia	 Executive Director	 Euromol Management Consulting	 Moldova

Sirbu, Alexandru	 President	 Economic Council	 Moldova 

		  to the Prime-Minister of Moldova

Smolnitchi, Roman	 Consultant	 Center for Strategic	 Moldova 

		  Territorial Developement

Spivacenco, Anatol	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Agriculture and Food	 Moldova 

		  Industry of the Republic of Moldova

Stakhurskiii, Alexandr	 Head of Office Moldova	 Stas Marketing Partners	 Russia

Stan, Catalina	 President & CEO	 BDR Associates Communication 	 Moldova 

		  Group SRL

Stascov, Evghenii	 Director	 “INDEPRIN”S.R.L	 Moldova

Stockhammer, Eva	 Assistant to the Board of VEF	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria

Stotzner, Volker	 Director of Project		  Germany

Stratan, Tiberiu	 Expert	 S.A.I. Muntenia Invest S.A.	 Romania

Steiner, Christian, Dr.	 Charge d’Affaires a.i./Minister	 Austrian Embassy/Coordination Office 	 Austria 

	 Counsellor/Head of the Coordination	 for Technical Cooperation Chisinua	  

	 Office for Technical Cooperation

Strelet, Valeriu	 General Director	 PTC BIOPROTECT Ltd	 Moldova

Suetnov, Vladimir	 President	 BC”Banca Sociala”SA	 Moldova

Sukhovich ,Alexandr	 Director	 Clinica SANFORT	 Moldova

Sukhovich, Ana		  Clinica SANFORT	 Moldova

 
T			 

Tarlev, Vasile, H.E.	 Prime Minister	 Government of the Republic of Moldova	 Moldova

Tengg, Hansjöerg	 CEO	 smart technologies GmbH	 Austria

Tietz, Jerad Scott 	 Acting Executive Director, Director	 American Chamber of Commerce	 USA 

	 of Members Communications	 in Moldova

Tîrsînă, Oleg	 Analist Economic	 “Ziarul de Gardă”	 Moldova

Toporov, Alexei	 President	 Insurance Company”GARANTIE”	 Moldova

Triboi, Radu	 Dir. Adj.	 SSIF Broker SA	 Romania

Trotiuc, Alexandru	 Director	 Markcconect SA	 Moldova

Tsekinovskii, Ilia	 General Director	 CST”AVION”S.A	 Moldova

Turilli, Pietro	 Country Program Manager	 IFAD	 Italy

Tîra, Dumitru			 

 

U			 

Ulahanova, Svetlana	 General Manager	 Carat	 Moldova

Ungureanu,Tatiana	 Chief of semi-finished	 Orhei-Vit JSC	 Moldova 

	 products dapartment

Untura, Pavel 	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Transport	 Moldova 

		  and Road Industry

Ursu,Dumitru	 President	 Banks Association of Moldova	 Moldova

 

V			 

Vieru, Carolina	 Managing Director	 ICS P.A.A. SRL	 Moldova

Viorel, Miron	 Project Manager	 Hincesti District Concil/	 Moldova 

		  Project Tacis CBC

Vlachos, Aristides	 President	 International Council of Investors	 Macedonia

Vladicescu,Mihail	 Director	 Factory of canned food	 Moldova

Voronin, Vladimir, H.E.	 President of the Republic	 President of the Republic of Moldova	 Moldova 

	 of Moldova

Vrabie, Natalia	 President	 CB”Moldova Agroindbank” S.A.	 Moldova

 

W			 

Wagner, Meir	 General Manager	 Silberhorn International 	 Switzerland

Wolf, Christoph	 Member of the Board	 TBIH Financial Services Group, 	 Austria 

		  Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG,  

		  Vienna Insurance Group

 

Z			 

Zabolotnii, Andrei	 Director	 Integrated Distribution Projects, 	 Moldova 

		  member of SystemGroup

Zbanca, Sergiu	 Financial Director	 IM si Leasing Compania	 Moldova 

		  Consulting Grup S.A. “IMC Leasing”
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KELAG-Karntner Elektrizitats AG, Österreichische Post AG/

Austrian Post, Vienna Insurance Group, UNIQA International, 

Siemens AG, Hulla & Co Human Dynamics, smart technolo-

gies GmbH, CISMO Clearing Integrated Services and Market 

Operations, Zentral Holding, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, 

International Council of Investors and with representatives of 

Montenegrin companies and business entrepreneurs the vari-

ous manifestations and economic possibilities in the country. 

A successful cooperation will be of great importance for the 

development of the whole Region and will make this part of 

Europe very prospective in the next decades. And this is our 

target, the target of Vienna Economic Forum!

Vienna Economic Forum is a platform, where the decision-

makers of the region do not only actively discuss initiatives and 

projects, but they accelerate their implementation. Vienna Eco-

nomic Forum aims to stimulate the development of transbor-

der projects, to present the opportunities for cooperation and 

to facilitate the contacts between the actors from the region. 

Vienna Economic Forum is trying to accumulate and gather the 

energy, which exists in the region and to provide new possibili-

ties for cooperation and for carrying out projects. 

Vienna Economic Forum is concentrating on the support of 

common interests between the Member Countries for the 

future of our region. One of the principal objectives of Vienna 

Economic Forum is to promote the investment opportunities in 

the Region, as well as to promote the integration processes in 

and between the countries from the region. 

I wanted to stress the importance of regional cooperation. The 

regional infrastructural projects, projects in finance, energy, 

transport and communication, telecommunication, agriculture, 

machinery etc. would provide the basis to link the neighbour-

ing countries, and consequently enhance their economic co-

operation. A regional cooperation will contribute to attracting 

new direct investments in the countries of the Region and 

extension of intra-regional projects. Our forum today gives us a 

good opportunity for discussing issues of sustainable develop-

ment in the Region from the Montenegrin point of view at the 

highest, but also at a practical level.

To have Vienna Economic Forum in Montenegro is of high 

importance! I would like to underline two reasons:

First: For further development of Montenegrin’s economy it is 

very important to meet with the Austrian and other investors 

from the region, who came here with us and to discuss directly 

the opportunities for cooperation in all these fields, the govern-

ment of Montenegro gives priority in attracting investments.

Second:  With regard to the investment climate in Montenegro 

our investors need to be ensured that the good legal framework 

has also a good implementation. To provide legal security for 

the investors and additional guarantees for their ownership, 

to eliminate the administrative barriers - this is definitely one 

of the preconditions for a successful development of different 

projects, for a secure business in the country. Here I would like to 

take the opportunity to address all Montenegrin company repre-

sentatives who are here to take part in our Meeting in Becici and 

to find new contacts. Reputable companies are present here to 

enlarge their networks and to get in touch with you. I hope you 

all will take this chance and will profit from our meeting.

Some members of Vienna Economic Forum are already rep-

resented in Montenegro and in the region or aim to be repre-

sented. Most of them have been gaining experience for years 

and have been trying to contribute to the efforts of developing 

the region by presenting and exchanging experience of their 

success stories and best practices.

The experience of Vienna Economic Forum meetings in the 

last Years shows that we are on the right path. And I am sure 

that the experience of today’s Montenegro Meeting will be still 

another proof for it. Even a discussion about problems in the 

Republic of Montenegro, our Members have experienced, can 

help and can be a beginning to reduce these problems by new 

investments. I don’t think that this has been exploited enough 

by now and I would encourage our VEF Member to look at the 

new investment possibilities and to play an active role in mak-

ing this concept work. 

Please allow me to greet all the participants in today’s meeting 

– around 200 participants from 20 countries and also from the 

South-East European Co-operation Process (SEECP), the South-

east European Cooperative Initiative (SECI) from the Council 

of Europe, from EU Commission, from the OSCE, the United 

Nations Development Program (UNDP), from International 

Finance Corporation - World Bank Group. Apart from partici-

pants from Montenegro and Austria we have participants from 

Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, Hungary, Lux-

emburg, Macedonia, Norway, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Switzer-

land, Turkey, the United Kingdom, Ukraine, UNMIK Kosovo and 

the United States of America.

I wish a good start, very intensive and fruitful discussions, 

interesting exchange of experience and new suggestions – for 

the success of all of us here, at the Vienna Economic Forum 

- Montenegro Meeting in Becici. I hope that today’s meeting 

will be the reason for the participants to meet new partners to 

cooperate closer together and I hope that there are good signs 

for cooperation in the Field of the Investment Opportunities in 

Montenegro. And I am sure that, at the end of this event our 

purpose to prove Montenegro as a safe and attractive market 

for foreign investors will be touched.

Thank you!

Excellencies!

Distinguished Prime Minister Djukanovic!

Distinguished Ministers!

Dear Mr. President  

and dear Members of Vienna Economic Forum!

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,  

representatives of the Montenegrin public and private sector!

Dear Participants from the other countries of the Region 

and of other regions!

It is honour and great pleasure to welcome you all here today at 

the second plenary session of Vienna Economic Forum - Mon-

tenegro Meeting. I am honoured to address such an eminent 

gathering of personalities interested or directly involved in 

the economic development not only of Montenegro, but also 

of the whole region. This is because the region of South East-

ern Europe is not only strategically of special importance to 

Europe, but it is also from the economic point the region of the 

future of Europe.

Allow me to thank the Government of Montenegro for their 

hospitality in the organization of Vienna Economic Forum- 

Montenegro Meeting. My special Thanks goes to the Member 

of the Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. 

Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic, for his support that Vienna 

Economic Forum- Montenegro Meeting became possible.

I would like to address H.E. Deputy Prime Minister Lazovic and 

to thank him for the wonderful Cooperation with his Cabinet, 

which was of great importance in our aim to find the suitable 

investors on the topics envisaged in the agenda of the Montene-

gro Meeting. To discuss about these topics, to ask and to find 

solutions is an important precondition for the economic devel-

opment not only of Montenegro, but of the whole region.

Many thanks to You, Excellency, Minister Igor Luksic, my 

respective Co- Chairman of this Plenary Session.

Montenegro will soon celebrate the 2nd anniversary of its 

independence. In this 2 years Montenegro has clearly indicated 

its desire to join the international institutions and to create a 

business-friendly investment climate. 

The biggest improvement Montenegro has made has been in 

the area of tax policy. The country established the lowest corpo-

rate tax rate in the region (9%). Capital structure analyses show 

that the state still has shares in 65 companies, and in 53.8% 

of those the state has more than 50% ownership. The banking 

sector, telecommunications and oil import and distribution in 

Montenegro are 100% privately owned. The lower VAT rate for 

tourism is to encourage growth in this strategic industry. Tour-

ism and tourism investments, particularly along the Adriatic 

coast, are booming. The independent World Travel and Tourism 

Council repeatedly have ranked Montenegro as the top-growing 

tourism destination in the world, with growth estimated at 10% 

annually through 2016. 

This all provides a good basis for further and more intensive 

Cooperation and the Cooperation, ladies and gentleman, is a 

key word in the concept and in the vision of Vienna Economic 

Forum. The Cooperation is of great importance not only for this 

meeting to come true but also for the exchange of information 

on the economic interests and especially on the topics envis-

aged in the agenda of the Montenegro Meeting. The coopera-

tion is an important precondition for the economic develop-

ment of the whole Region. Each of today’s topics: “Investment 

Policy and Infrastructure Projects”, “Investment Opportunities 

in Montenegro” and “Investment Experiences and Investment 

Needs in Montenegro” is an important basis for consideration 

and a challenge for further ambitioned economic and invest-

ment development, not only in Montenegro, but also in the 

whole Region. The importance of our Region, the Region from 

the Adriatic to the Black Sea, as a location for investment has 

increased, and our whole region experiences many impressive 

developments, and this in a rather short time.

And I strongly believe, Ladies and Gentleman, that Becici is the 

right (and so wonderful!) place to discuss today with the Mem-

bers of Vienna Economic Forum, including influential investors 

like EVN AG, Raiffeisen Investment AG, Hypo Group Alpe Adria, 

THE ROLE AND VISION OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM –  
PRESENTING THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION With the Republic of Montenegro

IntroductionIntroduction

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum
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15.30 	 REGISTRATION (location: Hotel Splendid)

16.00	 FAMILY PHOTO (by Invitation)

	 WELCOME COCKTAIL for all participants

	 hosted by the Government of Montenegro (location: Hotel Splendid)

	 FIRST PLENARY SESSION - Investment Policy and Infrastructure Projects

17.00 - 19.00 	 MODERATION and OPENING
	

	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for 

South Eastern Europe

	 WELCOME ADDRESS
	 H.E. Mr. Milo -DUKANOVIĆ, Prime Minister of the Government of Montenegro, Patron of Vienna  

Economic Forum

	 KEYNOTE SPEECHES
	 H.E. Dr. Vujica LAZOVIC, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Policy of the Government of Montenegro

	 H.E. Mr. Florian RAUNIG, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Austria to Montenegro

	 Dr. Viktoria KICKINGER, Secretary General, Österreichische Post AG/Austrian Post, Member of the 

Board of Vienna Economic Forum

	 H.E. Mr. Branimir GVOZDENOVIC, Minister for Economic Development of the Government of Montenegro

	 H.E. Mr. Leopold MAURER, Ambassador, Delegation of the European Commission to Montenegro

	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for 

South Eastern Europe

	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience and Conclusion (led by the moderator)
	 Representatives of the investors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum,  

of Montenegrin and companies from other countries

 	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum

20.00	 GALA DINNER, hosted by H.E. Mr. Milo -DUKANOVIĆ, Prime Minister of the Government of Montenegro, 

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum (by invitation)

8.00 - 9.00	 REGISTRATION and COFFEE offered by HULLA & CO. HUMAN DYNAMICS KG (location: Hotel Splendid)

	 SECOND PLENARY SESSION - Investment Opportunities in Montenegro

9.00 - 10.30	 CO-CHAIRMEN and STATEMENTS

	 Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

	 H.E. Dr. Igor LUKSIC, Minister of Finance of the Government of Montenegro

	 PARTICIPANTS:

	 H.E. Dr. Andrija LOMPAR, Minister of Transportation, Maritime Affairs and Telecommunication of the 

Government of Montenegro

	 Dr. Herbert PRECLIK, Commercial Counselor for Serbia, Macedonia & Montenegro; Austrian Federal 

Economic Chamber

	 Dr. Petar IVANOVIC, CEO, Montenegrin Investment Promotion Agency (MIPA)

	 Ms. Margaret RAJKOVIC, Director, Raiffeisen Investment AG, Montenegro

	 Mr. Ogan SOYSAL, Member of the Executive Board, Marmara Foundation, Istanbul

	 Dr. Branko JOVANOVIC, President of the Board, Lottery of Montenegro

	 Dr. Brian PORTELLI, Senior Project Manager, Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG, member of Vienna  

Economic Forum

	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)
	 Representatives of the investors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum,  

of Montenegrin and companies from other countries

10.30 - 11.00	 COFFEE BREAK offered by KELAG - KÄRNTNER ELEKTRIZITÄTS AG, AUSTRIA (location: Hotel Splendid)

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum

	 THIRD PLENARY SESSION - Investment Experiences and Investment Needs in Montenegro

11.00 - 12.30 	 MODERATION AND STATEMENT
	 H.E. Mr. Predrag NENEZIĆ, Minister of Tourism and Environmental Protection of the Government of 

Montenegro

	 PARTICIPANTS
	 Dr. Gerhard SCHAUMBERGER, Head of Coordination Office for Technical Cooperation, Embassy of  

the Republic of Austria to Montenegro

	

programprogram
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	 Mr. Daniel SZASZ, President of the Board of Directors, T-Com Montenegro

	 Mr. Wilfried GROMMEN, Microsoft‘s Regional Technology Officer for Central and Eastern Europe

	 Mr. Christian TOELTL, CEO of Hypo Group Alpe Adria in Montenegro

	 Mr. Oliver CORLLET, CEO, Porto Montenegro

	 Mr. Thomas-Michael MAIER, Assistant of the Board, KELAG-Kärntner Elektrizitäts AG, Austria,  

member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Franz MITTERMAYER, Head of Business Unit Environment, EVN AG,  

member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Q and A Session: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)
	 Representatives of the investors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum,  

of Montenegrin and companies from other countries

	 CLOSING PLENARY SESSION

12.30 - 12.45 	 MODERATION
	 H.E. Dr. Igor LUKSIC, Minister of Finance of the Government of Montenegro

	 CLOSING REMARKS
	 H.E. Dr. Vujica LAZOVIC, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Policy of the Government of Montenegro,

	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, President of 

Vienna Economic Forum

	 Representatives of the investors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum,  

of Montenegrin and companies from other countries

	

Followed by 	 PRESS CONFERENCE (organized by the Government of Montenegro)

Followed by 	 LUNCH Buffet for all Participants, offered by AUSTRIAN POST

	 End of Vienna Economic Forum - Montenegro Meeting

program CURRICULUM VITAE

April 15th, 2008

	 Dr. Erhard Busek was born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1941. He received his 

law degree from the University of Vienna in 1963. During his studies, he also served as 

Chairman of the Austrian Youth Council.

	 He began his professional career in 1964 as legal adviser to the association of the 

parliamentarians of the Austrian People’s Party. He then served as Secretary General of 

the Austrian Federation for Trade and Commerce (1968-1975). In 1975 he was appointed 

Secretary General of the Austrian People’s Party and was elected Member of Parliament 

later that year.

	 Dr. Busek gained additional experience in administration between 1968-1976 while 

with a publishing firm in the economic field. In 1976 Dr. Busek entered municipal 

politics. He was City Councelor and was elected Deputy-Mayor of Vienna in 1978, a 

position he held until 1987. He was appointed Minister for Science and Research in 

April 1989. From 1994 until May 1995 Dr. Busek was Minister for Education. He was 

elected Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party in 1991 and served as Vice-Chancellor 

of Austria from 1991 to 1995. In early 2000 Dr. Erhard Busek was appointed as Special 

Representative of the Austrian Government on EU-Enlargement. 

	 Chairman of the “Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe”; President of 

the European Forum Alpbach and President of Vienna Economic Forum. 

Dr. Erhard BusekProfile

Nationality: Austria 

Current Position: President  

of Vienna Economic Forum, Former 

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability 

Pact for South Eastern Europe 

	 Wilfried GROMMEN holds a B.S. in civil engineering and electro-mechanical engineer-

ing with a specialization in microelectronics from the University of Louvain. Wilfried’s 

expertise was developed at Cimad Consultants/IBM Professional Services, where he 

headed the technology competencies. From Cimad, he became Industry Services Execu-

tive for Capital Markets Region West at IBM, where he managed a consulting team of 

over 300 people. He was a Founding Partner of CAPCO - Capital Markets Company - a 

Belgium Financial Services software company and responsible for alliances, technol-

ogy thought leadership, and delivery.He served as Strategic Marketing and Technology 

Director at BIM, a Benelux systems integrator, and as Product Marketing Manager for 

the information systems group at Motorola. He also served as an auditor for European 

Union research programs (RACE, ACTS). Wilfried Grommen joined Microsoft as General 

Manager of .NET Platform Strategy Group for EMEA - Europe, Middle East and Asia.

Wilfried Grommen Profile

Nationality: Belgium

Current Position: GM Regional  

Technology Officer CEE Region,  

Microsoft CEE  
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	 Dr Petar Ivanovic is persistent proponent of the lower taxes, deregulation and free 

trade. He has become one of the most respected voices advocating stronger role of the 

private sector in the Montenegrin society and proponing free market ideas. Over the 

last three years Dr Ivanovic is running Montenegrin Investment Promotion Agency 

(MIPA) which operates under the Prime Minster Office. Montenegro recorded signifi-

cant growth in FDI’s (383 mil € in 2005, 504 mil in 2006 and 672 mil in 2007). MIPA gave 

strong contribution to these results. 

	 Dr Ivanovic holds license to trade futures. He is lecturing at the private university 

UDG. Ivanovic is one of the founders of the Group 17. Together with Dr Veselin Vuko-

tic, Ivanovic founded several institutions that supported private sector development 

in Montenegro, such as The Center for Entrepreneurship and Economic Development 

(established in 1994), The Institute for Strategic Studies and Prognoses (1998) and The 

Center for Applied Research and Analysis (2002). Ivanovic is also founder and Vice-

President of the first private chamber of commerce - Montenegro Business Alliance. All 

these organizations received international awards.

	 Dr Ivanovic managed ten international projects (including those in Afghanistan and 

Kosovo) and over 50 project and surveys in Montenegro. He is member of the Monte Pelerin 

Society, Global Development Network and is listed on Heritage Foundation expert list. He 

published three books, one textbook and over 90 article. Ivanovic is author or co-author 

of over 20 published reports and surveys. He participated at over 30 international Con-

ferences and presented papers at the most of them. Ivanovic is also member of Editorial 

Board of two major economic publications printed in Montenegro: Monet and HSR. 

	 Dr Ivanovic is honorary citizen of the Indianapolis, Indiana, USA; president of the 

Montenegro Tennis Association. He is married, and has two sons (Luka and Sava).

	 Founder, Member of the Board and Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum.

	 Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva possesses great administrative and managerial 

experience in state institutions, government and non-government organizations, aca-

demic and teaching experience in low and economic fields, big experience in diplomacy 

– former ambassador of Bulgaria to Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Finland and Austria. 

Awarded with the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Sash for Services to the 

Republic of Austria.

	 She was member of the First democratic Parlament of Republic of Bulgaria and mem-

ber of commissions and parlament delegations of Republic of Bulgaria in European 

Council and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe /OSCE/.

	 She graduated law in Sofia University Kliment Ohridski. PhD in Law.

Dr. Petar Ivanovic 

Ambassador Dr. ELENA KIRTCHEVA

Profile

Nationality: Montenegro

Current Position: CEO, Montenegrin 

Investment Promotion Agency (MIPA)  

Profile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Secretary General  

of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Minister of Maritime Affairs, Transportation and Telecommunications in the 

Government of Montenegro. He is also a member of the Social Democratic Party of 

Montenegro.

	 He finished elementary and high school in Kotor and graduated from the School of 

Mechanical Engineering, in Shipbuilding. In 1981, he received a Master degree from 

the World Nautical University in Sweden, and in 1988, he received a doctorate from 

the University of Montenegro. He also holds the “Luča” diploma.

	 Prior to becoming Minister of Maritime Affairs, Transportation and Telecom-

munications, he was a dean at the Faculty of Marine Studies of the University of 

Montenegro. He was appointed Minister of Maritime Affairs, Transportation and 

Telecommunication in January 2003, under Prime Minister Milo Đukanovic’, but 

stepped down in January 2006. When Željko Šturanovic’ was appointed as the new 

Prime Miniter of Montenegro, Šturanovic’ appointed Lompar as Minister of Maritime 

Affairs, Transportation and Telecommunications.

	 As an author and/or co-author, Lompar published a number of studies, and as a 

permanent or hired consultant, he was working with a number of enterprises mostly 

from the field of maritime affairs and transport. He leads a team which made it pos-

sible for Montenegrin seafarers to be at the IMO “White list” and represents Mon-

tenegro on relevant conferences.

	 Lompar is also representative of the University of Montenegro in various integra-

tion programmes and reforms of the universities of Southeast Europe in the Euro-

pean educational area.

	 February 2008 - ongoing: Senior Project Manager, Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG. 

Vienna, Austria

	 November 2006 – January 2008: Manager, PricewaterhouseCoopers, Malta, Advisory 

and Consultancy Services

	 February 2005 – November 2006: Office of the Prime Minister, Government of Malta, 

Valletta, Malta, Economic Advisor to the EU Funds Managing Authority

	 August 2005 – November 2006: Malta Enterprise Corporation, Foreign Investment 

Targeting Manager

	 September 2000 – December 2004: Centre for Technology, Innovation and Culture 

(TIK), Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Oslo, Norway, Research Fellow in inter-

national economics and development

	 October 1995 – August 2000: Government of Malta, Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Policy Division, Valletta, Senior Economist

Andrija Lompar

Brian Portelli

Profile

Nationality: Montenegro

Current Position: Minister, Ministry  

of Transport, Martime Affaires and  

Telecommunications of the  

Government of Montenegro 

Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Senior Project  

Manager, Hulla & Co. Human  

Dynamics KG 
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CURRICULUM VITAE

	 Ms. Rajkovic joined Raiffeisen Investment in 2000 as a Representative for Montene-

gro. Since then she has been involved in a large number of privatisation and M&A 

projects. Her duties include financial advisory services to the Agency of Montenegro 

for Privatisation and Foreign Investment and private clients. She has experience in 

investment banking and corporate finance services to domestic and international com-

panies in the following sectors: electricity, tourism, telecommunications, steel, mining 

and construction. Before joining Raiffeisen Investment, she worked with European 

Training Foundation – National Observatory of Montenegro, World Vision and Middle 

East Market Research from Cyprus. Margaret holds a BA degrees in business and in 

technology.

	 June 2000 – today: Austrian Commercial Counsellor for Serbia, Macedonia, Montene-

gro and Kosovo in Belgrade

	 1993–2000: Austrian Commercial Counsellor in Tripoli/Libya

	 1991-1993: Deputy-Head of the International Film-registry of the WIPO (World Intel-

lectual Property Organisation), Geneva

	 1990-1991: Investment promotion expert at the UNIDO in Vienna

	 1987- 1989: Homeland assignment in the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, 

Department South–East Asia.

	 1984-1987: Commercial Attaché in Paris

	 1981-1984: Commercial Attaché in Peking

	 1978-1981: Commercial Attaché in Abu-Dhabi

	 1977: Joining the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Department for Foreign Trade.

Dr. Herbert PreclikProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Austrian  

Commercial Counsellor in Belgrade, 

Austrian Federal Economic Chamber  

Margaret RajkovicProfile

Nationality: Montenegro

Current Position: Head of  

Representative Office Montenegro,  

Raiffeisen Investment AG
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from left to right: H.E. Dr. Vujica Lazovic, Dr. Erhard Busek, 
H.E. Dr. Igor Luksic

from left to right: H.E. Kalamperovic, Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva,  
Dr. Kickinger, Dr. Busek, H.E. Dr. Lompar

from left to right: Prof. Waltraud Steinböck; H.E. Milo 
Dukanovic, Prime Minister of the Government of Montenegro; 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 

H.E. Mr. Predrag Nenezic, Minister  
of Tourism and Environmental Protection, Montenegro

TV and media presence at the Forum

from left to right: H.E. Dr. Lazovic, H.E. Mr. Jusuf  
Kalamperovic, Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva, H.E. Dr. Lompar

Family Foto from left to right: President Dr. Busek, H.E. Dr. Lazovic,  
Dr. Kickinger, H.E. Prime Minister Dukanovic,  
Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva and Panel

from left to right: President Dr. Erhard Busek, H.E. Dr. Vujica 
Lazovic, Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

from left to right: H.E. Mr. Milo Dukanovic, Prime Minister of 
the Government of Montenegro; Dr. Erhard Busek

from left to right: H.E. Mr. Predrag Nenezic,  
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, H.E. Dr. Andrija Lompar
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A 
Achatz, Bernd, Dr.	 CEO	 Hypo-Aple-Adria Leasing	 Montenegro

Ajdini, Bashkim	 Journalist	 Kosovo Post	 UNMIK Kosovo 

Alme, Roar	 Senior Business Developer	 Statkraft AS	 Norway

Andric, Nikola	 Director of Belgrade Tourist Fair	 Belgrade Fair	 Serbia

 

B			 

Babic, Jovanka	 General Manager	 Onore Agency for Legal	 Serbia 

		  Consulting & Management

Badescu, Paraschiva, 	 Head of the OSCE Mission	 OSCE 	 Montenegro 

Ambassador	 to Montenegro

Backovic, Tamara	 Assistant Professor	 Faculty of Economics, Podgorica	 Montenegro

Batricevic, Natasa	 Manager for Strategic	 Directorate for Development of SMEs	 Montenegro 

	 and Development Projects

Bayhan, Ekrem	 Member	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul-Turkey	 Turkey

Banovic, Blazo	 Advisor	 Montenegro Airlines	 Montenegro

Bender, Horst	 Director	 HBEXPORTBERATUNG GmbH	 Austria

Berger, Gerald	 Head of Production	 KELAG-Kärntner Elektrizitäts-	 Austria 

		  Aktiengesellschaft

Berkovics, Igors	 Section Editor	 The Montenegro Times	 Montenegro

Blazeski, Kristijan	 Marketing and Sales Manager	 Ltd. Ohridija-Hotel “SunGate”	 Macedonia

Blazeski, Ljupco	 General Manager	 Ltd. Ohridija-Hotel “SunGate”	 Macedonia

Blin, Michael	 Senior Vice President, 	 Anglo Iris Bank Austria AG	 Austria 

	 Private Banking

Bonura, Alexandra	 Political and Economic Officer	 US Embassy in Podgorica	 US

Böhm, Olivera	 Country Manager for Montenegro	 UNIQA International	 Austria

Breitenthaler, Wolfgang, Dr.	 Secretary General	 Montenegrin-Austrian	 Austria 

		  Economic Forum (MAEF)

Bubits, Daniel	 Project Manager	 VIE International Beteiligungs-	 Austria 

		  management GmbH/ 

		  Vienna International Airport

Busek, Erhard, Dr.	 Special Co-ordinator of the 	 Stability Pact for SEE /	 Austria 

	 Stability Pact, President	 Vienna Economic Forum 

	 of Vienna Economic Forum

 

C			 

Cejovic, Branko Banjo	 Founder & CEO	 dbO Advertising Agency	 Montenegro

Celik, Dijana	 Development Director	 Hotels Group Montenegro Stars	 Montenegro

Cibulic, Dragoljub	 Junior Partner	 Law Office Kojovic	 Serbia

Collins, James	 Director	 Scot Communications Ltd.	 UK

Corllet, Oliver	 CEO	 Porto Montenegro	 Montenegro

Culaj, Mark	 General Manager	 Kosova Steel Industry	 UNMIK Kosovo

Curcic, Predrag	 Vice President	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia

D			 

Delic, Vojislav	 President	 Chamber of Skilled Crafts and	 Montenegro 

		  Enterpreneurship of Montenegro

Delovic, Deda, Dr.	 Director of the Department	 The Port of Bar	 Montenegro 

	 for Strategic Development

Demukaj, Agron	 Financial Director	 Triangle G.C. INC Branch Kosova	 UNMIK Kosovo 

Dimitrov, Dimitar	 Country Manager for Montenegro, 	 Austrian Airlines	 Austria/ 

	 Macedonia and Kosovo		  Macedonia

Diot, Michel	 General Manager	 EuroViva Financial Group SA	 Luxembourg

Djordjevic, Milan, Dr.	 Director	 Bank Austria Creditanstalt	 Austria

Djukanovic, Milo, H.E.	 Prime Minister of Montenegro	 Government of Montenegro 	 Montenegro

Djukanovic, Olivera	 Head of Montenegro PR Bureau	 Government of Montenegro 	 Montenegro

Djuranovic, Slavica	 Deputy Executive Director	 Montenegro Post	 Montenegro

Djurovic, Relja	 Manager Consumer/Housing Loan	 Opportunity Bank	 Montenegro

Doole, Rashid	 Key Account Manager	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

Dragomanovic, Nikola	 Advisor	 INA CG	 Montenegro

Draskovic, Andrija	 Chief of Party	 Montenegro Competitiveness Project	 Montenegro

Drekalovic, Dragica	 President	 Montenegrin Hotel Association	 Montenegro

 

F			 

Fehlinger, Gunther	 Consultant	 EPA Media	 Austria

Filipaj, Armenda	 CEO	 Marketing house a+a	 UNMIK Kosovo 

Florovic, Mihail, Dr. H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Romania to Podgorica	 Romania

Fratari, Hajredin	 President	 Konfindustria Shqiptare / 	 Albania 

		  Albanian Confindustry

 

G			 

Gamper, Wolfgang E.	 President	 Securicom GesmbH	 Austria

Garcevic, Vesko, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Montenegro in Vienna	 Montenegro/ 

			   Austria

Gerasimov, Jakov, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Russian Federation	 Russia 

		  in Montenegro

Georgiev, Jordan	 Conselor-Economic Affaires	 Embassy of Bulgaria in Podgorica	 Bulgaria

Gestakovski, Marjan	 Director	 Securicom Multiservice	 Macedonia 

		  International d.o.o.

Gomilanovic, Miodrag, Dr.	 President of the Board	 Railways of Montenegro 	 Montenegro

Grdinic, Ksenija	 Senior Associate in President office	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia

Grgurovic, Pavle	 Journalist	 MINA Press	 Montenegro

Grommen, Wilfred	 GM Regional Technology Officer	 Microsoft CEE	 Belgium 

	 CEE Region

Gros, Ivan	 Director	 Grimex GesmbH	 Austria

Gros, Jadranka	 Finance Director	 Grimex GesmbH	 Austria

Gusev, Valentin		  Russian Embassy in Podgorica	 Russia

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM - MONTENEGRO MEETING 
April 14th and 15th, 2008, Splendid, Bečići, Montenegro
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Güldamlasi, Cengiz	 Member of Executive Board	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul-Turkey	 Turkey

Güthlein, Danny	 Manager Controlling	 KELAG-Kärntner Elektrizitäts-	 Austria 

		  Aktiengesellschaft

Gvozdenovic, Branimir, H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of Economic Development	 Montenegro 

		  of Montenegro

 
H			 

Harrison, Mark	 Principal	 Harrison	 Montenegro

Harris-Collins, Anke O.B.E	 Director	 A.Harris & Associates Ltd	 UK 

		  (4x4x4 Balkan Bridges)

Huetter, Christoph	 CEO	 mandaringroup	 Austria

Hulla, Bernhard	 Executive Partner	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

 

I			 

Ibrahimov, Tagi	 Member of Executive Committee	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul-Turkey	 Turkey

Ivanovic, Miodrag	 CEO	 Petrol Bonus	 Montenegro

Ivanovic, Petar, Dr.	 CEO	 Montenegrin Investment	 Montenegro 

		  Promotion Agency (MIPA)

 

J			 

Janicevic, Sava, Dr.		  University of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Jankovic, Milan	 President	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia

Jaredic, Vuk	 General Secretary 	 IG ALPBACH Podgorica	 Montenegro

Jaukovic, Lidija	 Manager	 Agency of Montenegro for Economic	 Montenegro 

		  Restructuring and Foreign Investments

Jeftimijevic Drinjakovic, 	 Advisor to the President	 Office of the President	 Serbia 

Biserka	 of the Republic of Serbia	 of the Republic of Serbia 	

Jelacin, Bojan	 Network Manager	 Pristop Skupina d.o.o.	 Slovenia

Jovanovic, Branko, Dr.	 President of the Board	 Loterry of Montenegro 	 Montenegro

 

K			 

Kaludjerovic, Jelena	 PR Manager of the Ministry	 Ministry of Transport, Martime	 Montengro 

	 of Transport of Montenegro	 Affaires  and Telecommunications  

		  of the Government of Montenegro

Kaludjerovic, Miodrag, Dr.	 Advisor	 Enop Podgorica	 Montenegro

Kazanegra, Blazo	 Vice President	 IG ALPBACH Podgorica	 Montenegro

Kelleher, Kieran	 Owner	 Montenegro Investment Services	 Montenegro

Kickinger, Victoria, Dr. 	 Secretary General	 Austrian Post AG	 Austria 

Kirtcheva, Elena, Amb. Dr.	 Member of the Board, 	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria  

	 Secretary General

Klikovac, Aleksandar			   Montenegro

Kokeny, Gyula	 Montenegro Country Manager	 OTP Bank Plc.	 Hungary

Konar-Leacy, Violane	 Prioject Manager, 	 Booz Allen Hamilton	 USA/Serbia 

	 USAID Montenegro 

	 Competitiveness Project

Krivokapic, Branko	 Director	 HORES- Hotels and Restaurants	 Serbia 

		  association of Serbia

Krunic, Predrag		  Siemens d.o.o. Podgorica	 Montenegro

Knezevic, Goran	 Sales Manager	 Ital Product doo	 Montenegro 

Kulagin, Alexeï 	 President	 CLASSICA CIS Russia, partner of 	 Russia 

		  EuroViva Financial Group SA

 
L			 

Lazovic, Vujica, Prof. Dr. H.E.	 Deputy Prime Minister	 Government of Montenegro 	 Montenegro 

	 for Economic Policy

Lekovic, Branislav	 Director	 KONCAR - Power Plant and Electirc	 Croatia 

		  Traction Engineering Inc.

Lompar, Andrija, Dr. H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of Transport, Martime	 Montenegro 

		  Affaires and Telecommunications 

		  of the Government of Montenegro

Lorinc, Marek	 Head of Podgorica RO	 EBRD Podgorica RO	 UK/ 

			   Montenegro

Lukic, Aleksa	 Sales Director	 Opportunity Bank	 Montenegro

Luksic, Igor, Dr. H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of Finance of Montenegro	 Montenegro

 

M			 

Macun, Roman	 Executive Area Manager, 	 Alpine Bau GmbH	 Austria 

	 Central Europe South

Mairhofer, Maximilian  	 Head of Regional Management	 Siemens AG Austria	 Austria

Marsenic, Suzana	 Administration Manager	 Montenegro Investment Services	 Montenegro

Martinovic, Milan	 Executive Director	 Montenegro Post	 Montenegro

Martinovski, Zoran	 Investment Officer	 International Finance Corporation	 Serbia

Maurer, Leopold, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Delegation of EU Commission	 EU Commission 

		  to Montenegro

Mayer, Elisabeth	 Owner	 Eco Beach Resort d.o.o. Montereal d.o.o.	 Austria/ 

			   Montenegro

Maier, Thomas-Michael	 Assistant to the Board 	 KELAG-Kärntner Elektrizitäts-	 Austria 

		  Aktiengesellschaft

Marinovic, Vineta	 Corporate Communications Director	 Ekonomist Media Group	 Serbia

Marjanovic, Milenko	 President of the Administrative	 Hotel and Restaurant Association	 Serbia 

	 Committee	 of Serbia HORES

Micunovic, Branislav, H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of culture, sports	 Montenegro 

		  and media of Montenegro

Mijuskovic, Velimir	 President	 Chamber of Economy of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Milic, Marina	 Economic Program Specialist	 US Embassy in Podgorica	 US

Mittermayer, Franz	 Head of Business Unit Environment	 EVN AG	 Austria

Mitrovic, Predrag	 President	 Montenegrin Employers Federation	 Montenegro 

		  (MEF)

Mitrovich, Vladan	 General Manager, COO	 Adria Ozone d.o.o.	 Montenegro

Moellendorf, Andreas	 Managing Partner	 Moellendorf & Company Group	 Hungary

Muhadinovic, Milena	 Advosor in the Cabinet	 Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister	 Montenegro 

	 of the Deputy Prime Minister	 for Economic Policy of Montenegro

Murillo, Alfonso	 Director	 Montenegro Trust	 Montenegro

Mündl, Georg Ricard	 CEO	 T-MobileCG	 Germany/ 

			   Montenegro 

 
N			 

Neckoski, Boro	 General Manager	 DOOEL -MAEMI	 Macedonia

Nenadovic, Aleksandra	 Reporter	 Bloomberg News Agency	 Serbia
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Nenezic, Predrag, H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of Tourism and	 Montenegro 

		  Environmental Protection of the 

		  Government of Montenegro

Nikolic, Rodoljub, Dr.	 Manager	 Kelag AG	 AT/Montenegro

Nimani, Fuad, H.E.	 Minister	 Ministry of Human and Minority Rights	 Montenegro

Ninkovic, Jovana	 Coordinator	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia 

	 for European Integration

O			 

Obradovic, Oliver	 Director	 Microsoft Montenegro	 Montenegro

Obradovic, Oleg, Dr.	 Professor	 University of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Olters, Jan-Peter, Dr.	 World Bank Representative	 World Bank, Country Office	 USA/ 

		  in Montenegro	 Montenegro

 

P			 

Pajovic, Slobo		  Luka Bar	 Montenegro

Pantic, Danijel	 Managing Partner	 Mo European Consulting Group d.o.o.	 Serbia

Pavlova, Iskra	 Journalist	 SeeNews-The Corporate Wire	 Bulgaria

Perunicic-Vulanovic, Nada	 Asistant to the PR service	 Ministry of Transport, Martime Affaires	 Montenegro 

	 of the Ministry of Transport	 and Telecommunications of the 

		  Government of Montenegro

Petricevic, Marko	 Assistant Manager	 HORES-Hotels and Restaurants 	 Serbia 

		  association of Serbia

Petrikic, Radivoje, Dr.	 Partner	 CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz	 Austria 

		  Rechtsanwälte GmbH

Petrovic, Zoran	 Assistant Manager	 Free Zone Pirot - Serbia	 Serbia

Philipov, Vladimir, Amb.	 Special Representative of the	 Council of Europe Office in Podgorica 	 EU 

	 Council of Europe Secretary 

	 General in Montenegro

Popovic, Momcilo		  Unija Poslodavca CG	 Montenegro

Portelli, Brian	 Senior Project Manager	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

Preclik, Herbert, Dr.	 Austrian Commercial Counsellor	 Austrian Federal Economic Chamber	 Austria

Puric, Mira	 Project Manager	 Regional Environmental CEE, Country Office Montene-

gro	 Montenegro

 

R			 

Radonjic, Biljana	 Head of Austrian Trade	 Austrian Chamber of Commerce	 Austria/ 

	 Marketing Office in Podgorica		  Montenegro

Radovic, Dejan	 Production Manager	 Ital Product doo	 Montenegro

Radovic, Irena	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Foreign Affaires of	 Montenegro 

	 for Bilateral Relations	 Montenegro

Radusinovic, T.	 Advisor to the President	 Chamber of Economy of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Rajkovic, Margaret	 Director, Representative Office Montenegro	 Raiffeisen 

Investment AG	 Montenegro 

Rakcevic, Zarko	 Executive Director	 Montemlin Sajo	 Montenegro

Rakovic, Aleksandra	 Expert	 Stability Pact for SEE	 Belgium

Rath, Christoph	 Member of the Board	 Wiener Städtische Osiguranje A.D.O. 	 Austria/Serbia 

		  Beograd Vienna Insurance Group

Raunig, Florian, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Austrian Embassy Podgorica	 Austria

Redzepagic, Adisa	 Advisor	 Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister	 Montenegro 

		  for Economic Policy of Montenegro

Redzepagic, Amna	 Advisor for European Integration	 Ministry of Transport, Martime	 Montenegro 

		  Affaires and Telecommunications of the  

		  Government of Montenegro

Razpet, Ales	 CEO	 Pristop Skupina d.o.o.	 Slovenia

Ristevski, Marjan	 Assistant to the Secretary General 	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria

Rödler, Susanne, Dr.	 Medical Specialist for internal y	 AKH Vienna	 Austria 

	 medicine and cardiolog

Ruben, Ljubica	 Manager	 Mens Legis Law Firm	 Macedonia

Ruben, Remon	 Marketing and PR	 Mens Legis Law Firm	 Macedonia

 
S			 

Sadeh, Guy	 Representative in Albania	 Vienna Insurance Group, 	 Albania 

		  Subsidiary in Albania

Sarovic, Dragoljub	 Executive Director	 Pobjeda a.d.	 Montenegro

Scepanovic, Milorad, Amb.	 Deputy Minister for	 Ministry of Foreign Affaires	 Montenegro 

	 Multilateral Affaires	 of Montenegro

Schaumberger, Gerhard, Dr.	 Head of Office	 Austrian Development Agency	 Austria

Shrestha Gajovic, Milena	 Vice President	 Bedminster Capital Management LLC	 Serbia

Simonovic, Aleksandar	 Marketing Assistant	 Free Zone Pirot - Serbia	 Serbia

Simovic, Dragan	 Deputy President 	 Municipality of Bar	 Montenegro

Slivancanin, Svetlana	 Tourist Inspector	 Tourist Inspection of Montenegro	 Montenegro 

Soysal, Ogan	 Member of Executive Board	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul-Turkey	 Turkey

Spatzierer, Sandra	 Project Manager in the Office	 Austrian Developement Agency	 Austria 

	 for Business Partnerships

Stankovic, Dejan	 President	 EuroViva Financial Group SA	 Montenegro 

		  and EuroViva Montenegro 

Stijepovic, Ratka	 Advisor to the Director	 Directorate for Development of SMEs	 Montenegro

Stockhammer, Eva	 Assistant to the Board of VEF	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria

Steinböck, Waltraud, Prof.	 Publisher	 Cercle Diplomatique et	 Austria 

		  Economique International

Stoskovic, Maja	 Deputy Secretary of the Center	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia 

	 for SME and Enterpreneurship 

	 development

Stoskovic, Vitomir	 Director	 Siemens d.o.o. Podgorica	 Montenegro

Stuparevic, Slavica 	 Consultant	 Onore Agency for Legal	 Serbia 

		  Consulting & Management

Sukovic, Marija	 Advisor	 Ministry for Economic	 Montenegro 

		  Development of Montenegro

Suver, Müjgan	 Chairwoman of EU	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul-Turkey	 Turkey 

	 and Human Rights Platform

Szasz, Daniel	 President of the Board of Directors	 Crnogorski Telekom(T Com Montenegro)	 Montenegro 

 

T			 

Tabas, Vladan	 General Manager	 CIKOM d.o.o.	 Montenegro

Tanevski, Doncho	 President	 HOTAM-Hotel Association of Macedonia	 Macedonia

Terraneo, Tino	 Managing Director	 ATC Austrian Technology	 Austria 

		  Corporation GmbH

Toeltl, Christian	 CEO	 Hypo Group Alpe Adria in Montenegro 	 Montenegro

Todorvic, Ana	 Journalist	 TV Budva	 Montenegro

Todorovic, Milos	 Photographer	 Government of Montenegro 	 Montenegro
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Todorovic, Nebojsa	 Deputy Minister of Health	 Ministry of Health of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Tribrat, Vladimir V.	 Deputy Director	 Adriatic Build Company	 Montenegro

Tuhy, Günter	 Senior Key Account Manager	 Aare-Tessin Ltd. for Electricity	 Switzerland

 

V			 

Velija, Dardan	 Editor	 Kosov@ Post	 UNMIK Kosovo 

Velija, Vebi	 President 	 Veve Group	 Albania

Videtic, Jernej, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Slovenia in Podgorica	 Slovenia

Vidos, Tibor, Dr.	 Officer Regulatory, Government	 Crnogorski Telekom	 Montenegro 

	 Relations and Legal Affaires	 (T Com Montenegro)

Vilotic Sudar, Srna	 Director	 Regional Environmental CEE, 	 Montenegro 

		  Country Office Montenegro

Vlahovic, Lorena	 PR Assistant 	 Ministry of Health of Montenegro	 Montenegro

Vucinic, Gordana	 Manager	 Flores d.o.o.	 Montenegro

Vucinic, Veselin	 General Manager	 Flores d.o.o.	 Montenegro

Vukasinovic, Vuk	 Group Manager	 Microsoft Montenegro	 Montenegro

Vukcevic, Zoran	 Director	 Directorate for Development of SMEs	 Montenegro

Vukotic, Masa	 Advisor	 Ministry for Economic Development	 Montenegro 

		  of Montenegro

Vujadinovic, Srdjan	 Director of Division	 Elektroprivreda Crne Gore AD Niksic	 Montenegro 

	 for Development

Vujacic, Sasha	 Attorney at Law	 Law Office Vujacic	 Montenegro

Vujovic, Branko	 Director	 Agency of Montenegro for Economic	 Montenegro 

		  Restructuring and Foreign Investments

Vulic, Nikola	 Assistant Professor	 Faculty of Economics, Podgorica	 Montenegro

 

W			 

Waddington, Tom	 Director	 Irlenia Investments	 Montenegro

Weiss, Manfred	 Member of the Board	 Strabag AG	 Austria

Wehrschütz, Christian	 Head	 ORF	 Austria

Wiersma, Armin	 Member of the Board	 KELAG-Kärntner Elektrizitäts-	 Austria 

		  Aktiengesellschaft

 

Y			 

Yanofsky, Marc	 Senior Tourism Advisor	 Montenegro Competitiveness Project	 Montenegro

 

Z			 

Zhorniak, Iryna	 Head of Trade	 Embassy of Ukraine	 Ukraine 

	 and Economic Mission	 to the Republic of Serbia
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preconditions for a successful development of different 

projects, for a secure business in the country.

Here I would like to take the opportunity to address all 

Albanian company representatives who are here to take 

part in our Meeting in Tirana and to find new contacts. 

Reputable companies are present here to enlarge their net-

works and to get in touch with you. I hope you all will take 

this chance and will profit from our meeting.

In the field of Direct Investments the Austrian presence in 

Albania is rather small, compared with other countries in 

South Eastern Europe.

But the special interest of the Austrian economy in Albania 

today can also be seen in the participation of 33 companies 

from Austria and 140 companies from the region in our 

Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Meeting today. 

And furthermore – also in the interesting mixture of par-

ticipants: We are proud that under the umbrella of Vienna 

Economic Forum – Tirana Meeting we have combined sev-

eral activities, which can be described as „Austrian days“ 

in Albania. 

And I am especially proud that shortly we will also par-

ticipate in the Ceremony of Signing of the Agreement 

“Technology related cooperation in the health sector” 

between Austria and Albania with H.E. Minister Nard 

Ndoka, Minister for Health of the Republic of Albania and 

the State Secretary of the Federal Ministry for Transport, 

Innovation and Technology of Austria Mrs. Christa Kranzl. 

This is a practical result of the Austrian Albanian coopera-

tion. The experience of Vienna Economic Forum meetings in 

the last years shows that we are on the right path. And I am 

sure that the experience of today’s Tirana Meeting will be 

still another proof for it. Even a discussion about problems 

in the Republic of Albania, which our Members have expe-

rienced, can help and can be a beginning to reduce these 

problems by new investments. I don’t think that this has 

been exploited enough by now and I would encourage our 

VEF Members to look at the new investment possibilities 

and to play an active role in making our concept work.

I am very pleased to greet all the participants in today’s 

meeting – around 270 participants from 20 countries and 

also from the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), from 

the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD), from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), from 

The Energy Community Secretariat Vienna. 

Apart from participants from Albania and Austria we 

have participants from Bulgaria, Croatia, Dubai, Germany, 

Greece, Hungary, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Nether-

lands, Norway, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Switzer-

land, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

I wish a good start, very intensive and fruitful discussions, 

interesting exchange of experience and new suggestions 

– for the success of all of us here, at the Vienna Economic 

Forum - Tirana Meeting. 

Thank you!

Excellencies!

Distinguished Ms Jozefina Topalli, Speaker of the Albanian 

Parliament, Dr. Michael Spindelegger, Second President  

of the Austrian Parliament and Members of the both  

parliamentarian delegations! 

Distinguished Ministers, Ambassadors,

Ladies and Gentlemen, representatives of the Albanian 

public and private sector!

Dear Mr. President  

and dear Members of Vienna Economic Forum!

Dear Participants from the other countries of the Region 

and of other regions!

It is honour and great pleasure to welcome you all here 

today at the Third Plenary Session of Vienna Economic 

Forum - Tirana Meeting.

Allow me to thank the Government of Albania for their 

hospitality in the organization of Vienna Economic Forum- 

Tirana Meeting. My special Thanks goes to the Member of 

the Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. 

Prime Minister Prof. Dr. Sali Berisha, for his support that 

Vienna Economic Forum- Tirana Meeting became possible. 

I would like to thank him for the wonderful Cooperation 

with his Cabinet, which was of great importance in our aim 

to find the suitable investors on the topics of our Tirana 

Meeting today.

Many thanks to You, Excellency, Minister Genc Ruli, my 

respective Co- Chairman of this Plenary Session, and espe-

cially for the  excellent Cooperation with Albinvest, which 

was done in a real European way.

Albania is currently undergoing an intensive macroeconom-

ic restructuring regime with the International Monetary 

Fund and World Bank. 

Albania is trying to attract foreign investment and promote 

domestic investment. 

Business growth is expected in the next years in Albania’s 

energy and transportation infrastructure. 

The recent invitation for Albania to become a full NATO 

member will give an immediate boost to the Albanian 

economy.. 

This all provides a good basis for further and more inten-

sive Cooperation and the Cooperation, ladies and gentle-

man, is a key word in the concept and in the vision of 

Vienna Economic Forum. 

And I strongly believe, that Tirana is the right place to dis-

cuss today with the Members of Vienna Economic Forum, 

including influential Austrian investors (like EVN AG, Raif-

feisen Zentral Bank, Österreichische Post AG/Austrian Post, 

SIGMA Vienna Insurance Group, UNIQA International, Sora-

via Group, EXAA – Member of CISMO Group, AME Inter-

national) and with representatives of Albanian companies 

and business entrepreneurs the various manifestations and 

economic possibilities in the country. 

One of the principal objectives of Vienna Economic Forum 

is to promote the investment opportunities in the Region, 

as well as to promote the integration processes in and 

between the countries from the region. 

To have Vienna Economic Forum in Tirana is of high impor-

tance! I would like to underline two reasons:

First: For further development of Albania’s economy it is 

very important to meet with the Austrian and other inves-

tors from the region, who came here with us and to discuss 

directly the opportunities for cooperation in all these fields, 

the government of Albania gives priority in attracting 

investments.

Second: To provide legal security for the investors and 

additional guarantees for their ownership, to eliminate 

the administrative barriers - this is definitely one of the 

IntroductionIntroduction

THE ROLE AND VISION OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM –  
PROMOTING THE INTEGRATION PROCESS With Albania anD the neighbouring Countries

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum
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14:30 	 REGISTRATION and WELCOME COCKTAIL for all participants hosted by Raiffeisen Zentral Bank  

Österreich AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

15:15 	 FAMILY PHOTO (by Invitation)

15:30 - 17:00 	 FIRST PLENARY SESSION – Investment Policy:  
How to support and develop Investors Interests and Investment Projects in Albania

	 MODERATION AND OPENING
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria,  

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe

	 WELCOME ADDRESS
	 H.E. Prof. Dr. Sali BERISHA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania,  

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

	 KEYNOTE SPEECHES
	 H.E. Mr. Ridvan BODE, Minister of Finance of the Republic of Albania

	

	 Dr. Michael SPINDELEGGER, Second President of the Austrian Parliament

	 Ms. Jozefina TOPALLI, Speaker of the Albanian Parliament

	 Mr. Hidajet BISCEVIC, Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC)

	 Mr. Denis KALENJA, Executive Director ALBINVEST: Investment Opportunities in Albania

	 Dr. Karl SEVELDA, Member of the Managing Board, Raiffeisen Zentral Bank,  

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Avni PONARI, CEO SIGAL-UNIQA, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Prof. Gjoke ULDEDAJ, President of Tirana Chamber of Commerce and Industry

	 Q AND A SESSION: Discussion with the Audience and Conclusion (led by the moderator) 
Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Albania, of Institutions and of the inve-

stors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum, of companies from Albania and other 

countries from the Region

17:00 - 17:30 	 COFFEE BREAK, offered by EXAA – The Austrian Energy Exchange, member of CISMOgroup, 

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

17:30 - 19:00 	 SECOND PLENARY SESSION – 
The European Priorities in the Energy Sector for the Development of the Region

	 MODERATOR
	 Mr. Slavtcho NEYKOV, Director, Energy Community Secretariat, Vienna,  

Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

	 SPEAKERS
	 Dr. Erik REGTER, CEO VERBUND-Beteiligungs GmbH, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Günther OFNER, CEO EVN Macedonia/EVN Albania, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Ms. Verena KNAUS, Senior Analyst, European Stability Initiative

	 DI Jürgen WAHL, Executive Board, EXAA, Member of CISMO-group, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Murat ZÖNGÜR, Secretary General, Union of Black Sea and Caspian Confederation of Enterprises 

(UBCCE), Turkey, Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Ms. Anita BAVDAZ, Commercial Attaché, Embassy of the Republic of Austria, Albania

	 Q and A session: Discussion with the Audience and Conclusion (led by the moderator)
	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum for Members  

of Vienna Economic Forum

20:00 	 GALA DINNER hosted by H.E. Prof. Dr. Sali Berisha, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, Patron  

of Vienna Economic Forum (by invitation)

programprogram

June 8th, 2008 June 8th, 2008
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8:00 - 9:00 	 REGISTRATION and COFFEE, offered by SIGMA Vienna Insurance Group, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

9:00 - 11:00 	 THIRD PLENARY SESSION - Sustainable Economic Development in the Region -
	 Cases of Problems, Needs and Solutions in different Sectors of the Economy

	 CO-CHAIR AND STATEMENTS
	 Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

	 H.E. Mr. Genc RULI, Minister of Economy, Trade and Energy of the Republic of Albania

	 SPEAKERS
	 H.E. Mr. Sokol OLLDASHI, Minister of Public Works, Transportation and Telecommunication of the 

Republic of Albania

	 Ms. Christa KRANZL, State Secretary at the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology 

of the Federal Republic of Austria

	 Mr. Ardian FULLANI, Governor, Bank of Albania

	 Mag. Heinz MESSINGER, Managing Director, AME International GmbH,  

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Ms. Elvana HANA, General Director, Health Insurance Institute, Republic of Albania

	 Dr. Viktoria KICKINGER, Secretary General of Österreichische Post AG, Member of the Board of Vienna 

Economic Forum

	 Mr. Gazmend HAXHIA, Davos World Economic Forum Young Global Leader 2008, Member of the Advi-

sory Board, BKT National Commercial Bank

	

	 Mr. Christoph WOLF, Member of the Board, TBIH Financial Services Group, SIGMA Vienna Insurance 

Group, Albania, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Erkan ÖRÜN, CEO, Real Estate Development Soravia Group, Member of the Board of Vienna Econo-

mic Forum

	 Dr. Willibald PLESSER, Co-Head of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer for CEE and CIS, Member of Vienna 

Economic Forum

	 CLOSING REMARKS
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria, Special Co-

ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe

	 Representatives of the Government of the Republic of Albania, of Institutions and of the inve-

stors from Austria, Members of Vienna Economic Forum, of companies from Albania and other 

countries from the Region

11:00 - 11:30 	 CEREMONY OF SIGNING of the Agreement  
“Technology related cooperation in the health sector” between Albania and Austria

	 with H.E. Minister Nard NDOKA, Minister for Health of the Republic of Albania and

	 Ms. Christa KRANZL, State Secretary at the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology 

of the Federal Republic of Austria

followed by 	 PRESS CONFERENCE

11:30 	 BUFFETT offered by EVN AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, 

organised by Vienna Economic Forum for Members of Vienna Economic Forum

12:30 	 END of Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Meeting

June 9th, 2008 June 9th, 2008
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	 Mr. Ardian Fullani graduated from Faculty of Economy in Finance and from Faculty 

of Law, University of Tirana, respectively in 1977 and 1991. 

	 He has extensive experience and in-depth knowledge of the banking sector in Albania 

and abroad. He started working at the State Bank of Albania in 1985 and in 1987 was 

appointed  Deputy Director of Foreign Department and worked in this capacity until 

1990. From 1990-1992 he was Head of Foreign Department at the Albanian Commercial 

Bank.

	 Mr. Ardian Fullani joined the Bank of Albania in 1992, in the capacity of the Deputy 

Governor of the Bank of Albania and further on, during 1993-1996, he was appointed 

Director of Foreign Department. He gave his valuable contribution to create the mod-

ern central bank in Albania, prepare the regulatory framework of the Bank of Albania 

especially with regard to the foreign exchange market, foreign reserve management 

policies, as well as to design and coordinate the Bank of Albania strategies for the inter-

mediation and cooperation with the IMF, WB, EBRD and other international financial 

institutions. 

	 Mr. Fullani has been the coordinator of foreign financed investment projects in Alba-

nia (including FEFAD, Foundation for Enterprise Finance and Development, and KFW, 

Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau).  He has been the Albanian Coordinator for the estab-

lishment and licensing of the first joint-stock commercial banks (the Italian Albanian 

Bank and the Arab Albanian Islamic Bank); Coordinator and participant in the Albanian 

External Debt Committee of the Paris Club and Advisory Committee of 40 crediting 

banks to restructure and settle Albania’s outstanding external debt.     

During 1996-1997, Mr. Fullani focused his career on consultancy in national and inter-

national development projects such as: German-Albanian projects on financing small 

and medium-size enterprises in agriculture and agro-industry; on restructuring and 

institutionalization of the foreign exchange market, and development of capital market 

in Albania; on capital market analysis in Albania. He has also co-conducted a study on 

risks and consequences of formalization, restructuring and transformation of pyramid 

schemes in Albania. 

	 His experience with the Italian-Albanian Bank includes the period 1997- 2004, ini-

tially as Deputy General Manager and Head of the Financial Department (1997-2000) 

and later on as General Manager (2000-2004). He has been also working in the capacity 

of President of the Albanian Association of Banks, Chairman of the Institute of Banking 

Studies and Assistance, as well as Commissioner of the Albanian Securities Commis-

sion. 

	 He has also written many articles and scientific papers on economic and financial 

issues. He is fluent in three foreign languages: English, Italian and German.

	 Mr. Ardian Fullani is the Governor of the Bank of Albania and Member of its Super-

visory Council since October 2004. 

Mr. Ardian FULLANI Profile

Nationality: Albania

Current Position: Governor, Bank of 

Albania

	 He has graduated in the U.S.A., where he studied Philosophy. He has also received 

a master’s degree in International Relations from “John Hopkins University, School 

of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) Washington, DC, U.S.A”. His past experience 

includes working for the World Bank, according to his published resume. 

Mr. Bojaxhi’s first job as the new director of KESH will be to provide sources for funds 

to cover the expensive bill for electricity imports. 

	 KESH incased USD 240mn in 2005, while profits were at USD 70mn. But the company 

will need at least USD 180mn to cover for electricity import costs. During February, 

KESH paid USD 33mn for imports and has signed several agreements to import a fur-

ther USD 40mn for March, pushing its financial resources to the limit.

Gjergj Bojaxhi Profile

Nationality: Albania

Current Position: General Director, 

KESH Albanian Power Corporation

	 Dr. Erhard Busek was born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1941. He received his 

law degree from the University of Vienna in 1963. During his studies, he also served as 

Chairman of the Austrian Youth Council.

	 He began his professional career in 1964 as legal adviser to the association of the 

parliamentarians of the Austrian People’s Party. He then served as Secretary General of 

the Austrian Federation for Trade and Commerce (1968-1975). In 1975 he was appointed 

Secretary General of the Austrian People’s Party and was elected Member of Parliament 

later that year.

	 Dr. Busek gained additional experience in administration between 1968-1976 while 

with a publishing firm in the economic field. In 1976 Dr. Busek entered municipal 

politics. He was City Councelor and was elected Deputy-Mayor of Vienna in 1978, a 

position he held until 1987. He was appointed Minister for Science and Research in 

April 1989. From 1994 until May 1995 Dr. Busek was Minister for Education. He was 

elected Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party in 1991 and served as Vice-Chancellor 

of Austria from 1991 to 1995. In early 2000 Dr. Erhard Busek was appointed as Special 

Representative of the Austrian Government on EU-Enlargement. 

	 Chairman of the “Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe”; President of 

the European Forum Alpbach and President of Vienna Economic Forum. 

Dr. Erhard BusekProfile

Nationality: Austria 

Current Position: President  

of Vienna Economic Forum, Former 

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability 

Pact for South Eastern Europe 
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	 Geboren 1964 in Apeldoorn/Holland. Studium der Betriebswissenschaft an der Uni-

versität Groningen in Holland. Seit 1995 leitende Positionen in diversen internationalen 

Energieunternehmen (u. a. EnBW-Gruppe und Essent). Seit August 2007 Geschäfts-

führer der VERBUND-BeteiligungsgmbH

	 Willibald Plesser has been a partner of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer since 1987 

and works in the Vienna office. He is a member of our corporate practice group and 

specialises in mergers and acquisitions, corporate law, energy law, contract law and 

investments in eastern Europe. He has also been instrumental in building up our office 

in Bratislava. He is the firm’s joint managing partner for Central and Eastern Europe 

(CEE). 

	 Willibald was born in Haide, Austria, in 1955. He received his legal and philosophical 

education at the University of Vienna, from where he holds a Doctor of Laws (Dr iur) 

degree and a Master of Philosophy in English and History (Mag phil). He is active in the 

International Bar Association, including its section on Energy and Resources Law, and 

is a lecturer and the author of various publications on CEE topics. He was admitted to 

the Austrian Bar in 1986.

	 Willibald joined the firm in 1981 and speaks German and English.

Dr. Willibald PlesserProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Co-Head of  

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer for  

CEE and CIS  

Dr. Erik RegterProfile

Nationality: Netherlands

Current Position: CEO VERBUND-

Beteiligungs GmbH  

	 Founder, Member of the Board and Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum.

	 Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva possesses great administrative and managerial 

experience in state institutions, government and non-government organizations, aca-

demic and teaching experience in low and economic fields, big experience in diplomacy 

– former ambassador of Bulgaria to Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Finland and Austria. 

Awarded with the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Sash for Services to the 

Republic of Austria.

	 She was member of the First democratic Parlament of Republic of Bulgaria and mem-

ber of commissions and parlament delegations of Republic of Bulgaria in European 

Council and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe /OSCE/.

	 She graduated law in Sofia University Kliment Ohridski. PhD in Law.

Ambassador Dr. ELENA KIRTCHEVAProfile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Secretary General  

of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Managing Director AME Vienna. Master of Law, Bachelor of Export. More than  

10 years of experience in international hospital projects in more than 10 countries.

	 1995 to date: AME International GmbH, Vienna, Austria. Managing Director

	 since 2003: AME Project Consulting GmbH, Vienna, Austria. Managing Director

	

	 1993 - 1995: VAME ENGINEERING Medical and Hospital Engineering Co. Ltd.,  

Vienna, Austria. Assistant to the Director International Contracting

	

	 1992 - 1993: Several Courts, Vienna, Austria. Assistant to a judge

Heinz MESSINGERProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Managing Director, 

AME International GmbH  
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	 November 2007- present: Director, Research Department, Bank of Albania  

	 June - November 2007: Deputy Director, Research Department, Bank of Albania  

	 2001: Senior Economist, Research Department, Monetary Policy Division, Bank of 

Albania. Main responsibility included conducting research on monetary policies and 

financial markets. 

	 1994 - 2001: Chief, Balance of Payment Unit, Bank of Albania. 

	 1993 - 1994: Specialist, Balance of Payment Unit, Bank of Albania. Responsible for: 

compiling the current account statistics. 

ALTIN TANKUProfile

Nationality: Albania

Current Position: Director, Research 

Department, Bank of Albania  

	 Jürgen Wahl has studied Agriculture in Vienna and Business Administration and 

International Trade in Vienna and at the University of Minnesota, USA. He spent his 

whole professional carreer in the energy industry and the environmental sector. From 

1997 onwards he spent 5 years in the public administration coordinating  energy poli-

tics with special emphasis on the integration of renewable energy sources into the new 

Austrian legal energy framework.

	 In 2002 he started to work as a project manager and business consultant for an Aus-

trian engineering and consulting company in the energy sector. In 2005 he changed into 

the gas industry by setting up a gas trading business in Austria for an international 

energy utility. He joined EXAA as an Executive Board Member in July 2006.

Jürgen R. WahlProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Executive Board, 

EXAA, Member of CISMO-group  
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Ceremony of Signing of the of the Agreement “Technology 
Related Cooperation in the Health Sector“ between Albania 
and Austria

from left to right: H.E. Mr. Sokol Olldashi,  
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

from left to right: Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva,
H.E. Mr. Genc Ruli

from left to right: Ms. Jozefina Topalli, Speaker of the Alba-
nian Parliament; Dr. Erhard Busek

Dr. Günther Ofner, EVN, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

from left to right: Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva,
H.E. Prof. Dr. Sali Berisha

Opening H.E. Prof. Dr. Sali Berisha,  
Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania

from left to right: H.E. Mr.  Genc Ruli, Minister  
of Economy, Trade and Energy of the Republic of Albania; 
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva; Dr. Erhard Busek

Audience

Dr. Willibald Plesser, Co-Head of Freshfields  
Bruckhaus Deringer, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Viktoria Kickinger, Secretary General of Österreichische 
Post AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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A 
Agir, Ercan		  AlbTelecom	 Albania

Alavi, Abdul Waheed		  United Bank of Albania	 Albania

Alibali, Neritan	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy	 Albania

Alram, Christian	 Country Manager Albania, 	 UNIQA International Versicherungs-	 Austria 

	 Kosovo and Macedonia	 Holding GmbH

Antovski, Boro	 Managing Director	 S&T ALBANIA SH.p.k.	 Albania

Asllani, Ylli	 Advisor	 Council of Ministers	 Albania

Aydin, Mustafa, Dr.	 President	 İSTANBUL AYDIN ÜNİVERSİTESİ 	 Turkey

Azadegan, Olga		  CISMO GmbH	 Austria

 

B			 

Badica Dumitru, Dr.	 Chief of the Trade and Economic	 Embassy of Romania	 Romania 

	 Promotion Office

Balaj, Naser	 Chief of sector for air	 Ministry of Environment  	 Albania 

	 protection from pollution	 and Spatial Planing

Basha, Lulezim, H.E.	 Minister of Foreign Affairs	 Ministry of Foreign Affairs	 Albania

Bavdaz, Anita 	 Commercial Attache, Embassy of 	 Austrian Chamber of Commerce	 Austria 

	 the Republic of Austria, Albania

Berg, Daniel	 Head o Office, EBRD Tirana RO	 European Bank for Reconstruction	 Albania 

		  and Development

Berisha, Alije	 Accommodation Director	 KOTAS	 Kosovo

Berisha, Sali, H.E. Prof.Dr.	 Prime Minister of the Republic		  Albania 

	 of Albania

Berkovics, Igors	 Partner	 Montenegro Trust	 Montenegro

Beqiri, Astrit		  RWE Power AG	 Germany

Bezhani, Anest	 General Manager	 Vival, sh.p.k. Vlore	 Albania

Bina, Lutfi	 Energy Efficiency Manager	 KEK Kosova Energy Corporation	 Kosovo

Birnkraut, Ingo	 Head of Project Development	 RWE Power Project Development	 Germany

Biscevic, Hido	 Secretary General	 Regional Cooperation Council	

Blümel, Gernot	 Assistant of the Second President	 Austrian Parliament	 Austria

Bode, Ridvan, H.E.	 Minister of Finance		  Albania 

	 of the Republic of Albania

Bojaxhi, Gjergj	 General Director 	 KESH Albanian Power Corporation	 Albania

Bozdo, Enno	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy	 Albania

Brahimi, Ylldise 	 Executive Director	 Regional Development Agency (RDA)	 Albania 

	 and Business Consultant

Brati, Kujtim	 Director	 Evidenzbüro für Außenhandelsgeschäfte	 Albania

Brandstetter,  Dr. Andreas	 Member of the	 UNIQA Group	 Austria 

	 Management Board

Brecani, Shpresa		  Intersig Sh.A.	 Albania

Bregu, Majlinda, H.E.	 Minister of Integration	 Ministry of Integration	 Albania

Bretschneider, Rudolf, Dr.	 Managing Director	 GfK Austria GmbH	 Austria

Busek, Erhard, Dr.	 Special Co-ordinator of	 Stability Pact for SEE /	 Austria 

	 the Stability Pact, President	 Vienna Economic Forum	  

	 of Vienna Economic Forum

Bushati, Fatijete	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Buxhuku, Gjergj		  Confindustria	 Albania

 
C			 

Cabej, Etleva	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Caracostas, George		  Emporiki Bank	 Albania

Caracosta, George	 President	 Greek Chamber of Commerce and Industry	Greece

Carkanji, Valbona	 Vice President of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Catalano, Libero		  Italian Development Bank	 Albania

Celaj, Dallandyshe	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Celaj, Dritan		  ATLANTIK Sh.a.	 Albania

Celaj, Elona	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Ceveli, Bajana	 CEO	 Albanian Association of Women	 Albania 

		  with Social Problem

Ceveli, Griselda	 Consultant	 PriceWaterHouceCooper (PwC, Dubai)	 Dubai

Collins, James	 Director	 Scot Communications Ltd	 United King-

dom

Crane, Derek	 Director	 D Crane (Travel) Consultants	 UK

Cubi, Vjollca	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Culaj, Mark	 General Manager	 Kosova Steel	 Kosovo

 
D			 

Danninger, Jochen	 Head of the Second Presidents office	 Austrian Parliament	 Austria

Demiri, Venera		  Albinvest	 Albania

Demukaj, Agron	 Financial Director	 Triangle G.C. Inc Branch Kosova	 Kosovo

Derkowitsch, Klaus, H.E.	 Ambassador of the Republic	 Austrian Embassy in Tirana	 Austria 

	 of Austria to Albania

De Rolley, Henry Maus		  Popular Bank	 Albania

Dervishi, Perparim		  General Directorate of Albanian Customs	 Albania

Disha, Qemal	 General Manager	 Sigma Vienna Insurance Group	 Austria

Doole, Rashid	 Key Account Manager	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

Duraj, Admir, Dr.	 Senior Advoser	 Studio D - Consulting & Research	 Kosovo

Duro, Bianca	 Managing Director	 Dr. Pendl & Piswanger	 Albania

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM - TIRANA MEETING 
June 8th and 9th, 2008, Tirana, Albania

name	func tion	company	coun  try name	func tion	company	coun  try

List of Participants List of Participants
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E			 

Erichsen, Bredo	 Managing Director	 Statkraft Development	 Norway

Erkula, Suphan, H.E.	 Ambassador of Turkey	 Embassy of Turkey	 Turkey

 
F			 

Faber, Floreta Luli		  American Chamber of Commerce	 Albania

Famira, Gregor	 Partner	 CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz	 Austria 

		  Rechtsanwälte GmbH

Fehlinger, Günther	 MD Albania	 EPAMEDIA	 Austria

Ferati, Dorjana	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Frangetis, Dimitrios		  Tirana Bank	 Albania

Fratari, Hajredin		  Confindustria	 Albania

Fullani, Ardian	 Governor	 Bank of Albania	 Albania

Fureraj, Anila	 General Director 	 Tirana Stock Exchange	 Albania

Fuster, Thomas, Dr.	 Correspondent Central 	 Neue Zuercher Zeitung	 Switzerland 

	 and Eastern Europe

 
G			 

Gajo, Albert	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Integration	 Albania

Galatoulas, Andreas		  Alpha Bank	 Albania

Gehrer, Christian	 Managing Partner	 Gehrer Plötzeneder DDWS	 Austria

Georgievski, Goce	 Minister Counceller	 Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia	 Macedonia

Ginali, Agim	 CEO	 ASG Power SA	 Switzerland

Girschik, Judith	 Manager New Business	 Österreichische Lotterien Ges.m.b.H.	 Austria 

	 and International Projects

Gjoni, Elisabeta	 Head of the Board	 Financial Supervision Authority	 Albania

Gllava, Klodian  	 Managing Director	 S&T ALBANIA SH.p.k.	 Albania

Godjevac Jadranka 	 Sales	 FREQUENTIS AG	 Austria

Grimm, Gernot, Dr.	 Director 	 Department for Technology Transfer, 	 Austria 

		  Federal Ministry for Traffic,  

		  Innovation and Technology

Großruck, Wolfgang	 Chairman of the parliamentary	 Austrian Parliament	 Austria 

	 Group Austria-Albania

Gumpel,  Peter Dr.	 Chairman	 Meinl Capital Advisors AG	 Austria

Gunter, Michael, Prof. Dr.	 The International University	 The International University Vienna	 Austria

Guria, Eneida		  Ministry of Economy, Trade and Energy	 Albania

Guxholli, Suzana, Ass.Prof.Dr.		 Council of Ministers	 Albania

 
H			 

Hager, Robert, Dr.	 Managing Director	 CISMO Clearing Integrated Services	 Austria 

		  and Market Operations GmbH

Hana, Elvana	 General Director 	 Albanian Health Insurance Institute	 Albania

Harris-Collins, Anke	 Director	 Harris Green Europe Ltd	 UK

Harxhi, Edith	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Foreign Affairs	 Albania

Haubner, Ursula	 Member of the Austrian	 Austrian Parliament	 Austria 

	 National Council

Haxhia, Gazmend	 Director	 Davos World Economic Forum	 Albania 

		  Young Global Leader 2008

Haxhiraj, Natasha	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Hesse, Ewald	 Business Development Manager 	 ABB AG	 Austria

Hido, Edmond M., Dr.	 Director	 Albania-EU Energy Efficiency Centre	 Albania

Hochegger, Peter, Dr.	 CEO	 Hochegger CEE Holding	 Austria

Hoxha, Artan		  ISB	 Albania

Hoxhaj, Ilir	 Lawyer		  Albania

Huber, Siegfried	 Member of Management Board	 ETT East Trans Trade	 Austria 

		  Speditionsgesellschaft

Hulla, Bernhard	 Executive Partner	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

Huqi, Gezim		  Albsig Sh.A.	 Albania

Husi, Glori	 Advisor	 Council of Ministers	 Albania

Hyseni, Agim	 Director	 AK GROUP	 Albania

Hyseni, Odeta		  EURALIUS	 Albania

 
I			 

Imami, Arben		  Council of Ministers	 Albania

Inkiriwang, 	 Ambassador of Bulgaria	 Embassy of Bulgaria	 Bulgaria 

Immanuel Robert, H.E.

Ivanaj, Arben	 Deputy Minister	 Ministry of Health	 Albania

 
J			 

Jani, Anila		  Ministry of Economy, 	 Albania 

		  Trade and Energy

Jasimi, Adrian		  Ministry of Economy, 	 Albania 

		  Trade and Energy

Jaupaj, Erka	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Javorski, Darko, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Croatia	 Croatia 

	 of the Republic of Croatia

Jazoj, Marinela		  Foreign Investors	 Albania 

		  Association of AlbaniaFIAA

 
K			 

Kacaroglu, Serpil		  Embassy of Turkey	 Turkey

Kadilli, Fatbardh	 Advisor on Anti-Corruption	 Council of Ministers	 Albania

Kadriaj, Artan	 Board Member for	 Raiffeisen Bank Sha Albania	 Albania 

	 Corporate & SME Banking

Kadriu, Gazmend		  Union Bank	 Albania

Kalenja, Denis	 Executive Director  	 ALBINVEST	 Albania

Kalo, Perparim	 Managing Partner	 Kalo & Associates	 Albania

Karcanaj, Tatjana	 Board Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Kica, Mine	 Member of PBWA 	 Professional &Business Women	 Albania 

		  Association of Albania-PBWA

Kickinger, Victoria, Dr. 	 Secretary General	 Austrian Post AG	 Austria 

Kirtcheva, Elena, Amb. Dr.	 Member of the Board, 	 Vienna Economic Forum	 Austria  

	 Secretary General

Koci, Jonilda		  Boga & Associates	 Albania

Kopecky, Christoph		  EURALIUS	 Albania

Kozlovskaya, Ksenia	 Financial Director	 Terwingo Ltd.	 Russia

Kovacik, Roman	 Managing Director	 Sortera, s.r.o.	 Slovakia

name	func tion	company	coun  try name	func tion	company	coun  try
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Vienna Economic Talks 
– Pleven Meeting

in cooperation with the Bulgarian Ministry of Regional 
Development and Public Works and H.E. Minister Asen 
Gagauzov and with the kind hospitality of the Mayor 
of Pleven, Mr. Naiden Zelenogorski in cooperation with 
many representatives of municipalities and decision-
makers on municipality level of different Bulgarian cities 

June 30th and July, 1st 2008, City of Pleven, Bulgaria
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Sehr geehrter Herr Deputy Minister Datzov,

sehr geehrte Teilnehmer des Ministeriums  

für Regionale Entwicklung und Bauwirtschaft,

sehr geehrter Herr Bürgermeister Zelenogorski,

sehr geehrte Mitglieder des Vienna Economic Forum,

sehr geehrte Damen und Herren,

ich freue mich besonders, Sie heute bei unserer Veranstaltung 

„Vienna Economic Talks – Pleven Meeting“ begrüßen zu dürfen. 

Ich bin sehr stolz, dass das Vienna Economic Forum sich weiter-

entwickelt und beständig wächst, sodass wir heute mit diesem 

Pleven Meeting unsere erste Konferenz unserer neuen Veranstalt-

ungsreihe beginnen – Vienna Economic Talks, und dass wir diese 

gerade in Bulgarien, in Pleven, abhalten können.

Wir können heute 20 Teilnehmer unserer Mitglieder des Vienna 

Economic Forum hier begrüßen sowie zirka 25 Bürgermeister der 

Bulgarischen Gemeinden und andere Teilnehmer aus Bulgarien. 

Gerade für die lokalen Gemeinden sind die Themen, die wir 

in unserem „Vienna Economic Talks – Pleven Meeting“ behan-

deln werden, von großem Interesse: Regionale Entwicklung / 

Städtesanierung, Transportprobleme, das Müllproblem, die Situ-

ation von Wasser und Abwasser in verschiedenen bulgarischen 

Gemeinden.

Ich wünsche einen erfolgreichen Start, interessante Diskussionen 

und Gespräche und eröffne hiermit unsere Veranstaltung „Vienna 

Economic Talks – Pleven Meeting“.

Vienna Economic Talks – Pleven Meeting

Introduction

13:15	 Landing of Delegation of Vienna Economic Forum in Sofia and Transfer to Pleven, Park-Hotel “Kailaka”

16.00  	 Opening of Pleven Meeting, Building of Pleven Region, Hall “Pleven” 1st Floor

	 Moderation
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum 

	 Welcome Words 

Mr. Naiden ZELENOGORSKI, Mayor of Pleven

	

	 Opening Statements 

	 Mr. Venelin VANDOV, Director “Directorate Eurocoordination and PR”,  

Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works

	

	 Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

16: 30 - 17.30	 First Plenary Session - Regional Development / municipal reconstruction  
and support for the better and faster use of structural funds

	 Statements
	 Mr. Lyubomir DATZOV, Deputy Minister of Finance 

Monitoring and Coordinating the EU funding in Bulgaria

	 WHR Mag. Georg SCHACHINGER, CEO Regionalmanagement Burgenland, Austria

	 How to Submit and better and faster Use Structural Funds of the EU – Practical Hints

	

	 Q AND A Session with the Audience (led by the Moderator)
	 Investors and Companies, Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Bulgarian muni-

cipalities, Representatives of Embassies of the Member States of Vienna Economic Forum in Bulgaria

17:30 - 18:00	 Coffee Break and Networking

June 30th, 2008

program

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum
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program

18:00 - 19.15	 Second Plenary Session - Transport problems, the waste problem, the situation of 
water and waste water in different Bulgarian municipalities

	 Q AND A Session with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

	 Short Statements of Austrian Investors and Bulgarian Participants
	 Hannes ROTH, CEO Saubermacher, Austria

	 Representative of Bulgarian Mayors

	 Dr. Michael ANGERER, Austrian Trade Attaché in Sofia 

	

	 Investors and Companies, Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Bulgarian muni-

cipalities, Representatives of Embassies of the Member States of Vienna Economic Forum in Bulgaria

19:15 - 19.30	 Closing Remarks and Conclusions
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum 

20.00	 Dinner, Host: Mayor Mr. Naiden ZELENOGORSKI, Municipality of Pleven, Park-Hotel “Kailaka”

	 Possibilities for bilateral talks, local visits etc. 

June 30th, 2008

JuLY 1ST, 2008
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CURRICULUM VITAE impressions

	 Dr. Erhard Busek was born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1941. He received his 

law degree from the University of Vienna in 1963. During his studies, he also served as 

Chairman of the Austrian Youth Council.

	 He began his professional career in 1964 as legal adviser to the association of the 

parliamentarians of the Austrian People’s Party. He then served as Secretary General of 

the Austrian Federation for Trade and Commerce (1968-1975). In 1975 he was appointed 

Secretary General of the Austrian People’s Party and was elected Member of Parliament 

later that year.

	 Dr. Busek gained additional experience in administration between 1968-1976 while 

with a publishing firm in the economic field. In 1976 Dr. Busek entered municipal 

politics. He was City Councelor and was elected Deputy-Mayor of Vienna in 1978, a 

position he held until 1987. He was appointed Minister for Science and Research in 

April 1989. From 1994 until May 1995 Dr. Busek was Minister for Education. He was 

elected Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party in 1991 and served as Vice-Chancellor 

of Austria from 1991 to 1995. In early 2000 Dr. Erhard Busek was appointed as Special 

Representative of the Austrian Government on EU-Enlargement. 

	 Chairman of the “Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe”; President of 

the European Forum Alpbach and President of Vienna Economic Forum. 

Dr. Erhard BusekProfile

Nationality: Austria 

Current Position: President  

of Vienna Economic Forum, Former 

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability 

Pact for South Eastern Europe 

	 Founder, Member of the Board and Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum.

	 Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva possesses great administrative and managerial 

experience in state institutions, government and non-government organizations, aca-

demic and teaching experience in low and economic fields, big experience in diplomacy 

– former ambassador of Bulgaria to Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Finland and Austria. 

Awarded with the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Sash for Services to the 

Republic of Austria.

	 She was member of the First democratic Parlament of Republic of Bulgaria and mem-

ber of commissions and parlament delegations of Republic of Bulgaria in European 

Council and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe /OSCE/.

	 She graduated law in Sofia University Kliment Ohridski. PhD in Law.

Ambassador Dr. ELENA KIRTCHEVAProfile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Secretary General  

of Vienna Economic Forum

Opening from left to right: Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
President Dr. Busek, Mayor Mr. Naiden Zelenogorski

Panel Session Plenary Session

from left to right: Dr. Busek, President of Vienna Economic 
Forum; Mr. Naiden Zelenogorski, Mayor of Pleven

from left to right: Dr. Busek receiving key for honorary  
citizenship of the City of Pleven by Mayor Mr. Zelenogorski
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VIENNA ECONOMIC Talks - PLEVEN MEETING 
June 30th and July 1st, 2008, City of Pleven, Bulgaria
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Investment Possibilities from the Adriatic  
to the Black Sea and the Caspian Region. Take the Real Chance 
November 10th and 11th, 2008, Raiffeisen Zentral Bank, Vienna 

5 th jubilee 
VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
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esses zu machen. Von dieser Überzeugung geführt haben wir 

die Herausforderung wahrgenommen, die wirtschaftliche 

Entwicklung der Länder von der Adria bis zum Schwarzen 

Meer zu unterstützen und durch Kooperation die gesamte 

ökonomische Entwicklung der Region zu fördern. Und wir 

haben dabei in Jahrzehnten und nicht in Regierungsperi-

oden gedacht und denken demgemäß weiter. In diese Rich-

tung freuen wir uns heute mitgewirkt gehabt zu haben und 

weiter mitwirken zu dürfen.

In den letzten fünf Jahren sind viele Entscheidungsträger 

und Investoren aus Österreich und anderen Ländern sowie 

den Mitgliedsländern des Vienna Economic Forum erfolg-

reich zusammengebracht worden, und so Impulse gegeben 

worden, wir haben gemeinsame Projekte unterstützt und 

konkrete Aktivitäten gestartet. Und das ist die wichtigste 

Aufgabe des Vienna Economic Forum. 

Und die neuen wissenschaftlichen Ergebnisse der Forsc-

hung der Evolution, meine Damen und Herren, geben uns 

recht: Die Evolution beruht nicht auf der Konkurrenz, 

sondern auf der Kooperation.

Geschichte

Nach fünf Jahren haben wir schon eine Geschichte als Vien-

na Economic Forum, und traditionellerweise halten wir, 

wie heute, unser jährliches Meeting Anfang November in 

Wien ab, und während des Jahres organisieren wir unsere 

Foren in der Region. Wir waren in den vergangenen fünf 

Jahren in Bukarest und Belgrad, in Ohrid in Mazedonien 

und in Istanbul, in Chisinau, in Becici in Montenegro und 

in Tirana. Und nicht nur die Zahl der Teilnehmer hat sich 

von Meeting zu Meeting vergrößert, sondern auch die Zahl 

der konkreten Geschäfte und der geschäftlichen Kontakte. 

Wir konnten auch Regierungsvertreter der Region bewegen, 

sich mit dem einen oder anderen Thema näher zu befassen, 

und so wurden Investitionsmöglichkeiten geschaffen. Und 

das positive internationale Echo zeigt uns, dass wir auf 

dem richtigen Weg sind. 

Die Region erfährt viele Entwicklungen und dies in einer 

sehr kurzen Zeit. Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung bleibt 

beeindruckend, und es ist eine große Herausforderung für 

Investoren. Der südosteuropäische Markt liegt weiter auf 

der Sonnenseite der Wirtschaft, meine Damen und Herren! 

Die noch größere Zahl der Teilnehmer heuer zeigt uns das 

Vertrauen, dass das Zusammenkommen, um zu diskutieren, 

zu überlegen, Ideen auszutauschen, von den Kenntnissen 

unserer Sprecher und Teilnehmern zu profitieren, von den 

besten Erfahrungen zu hören und zu lernen, gerade jetzt 

sehr wichtig ist. Wer in der Zeit einer Vertrauenskrise 

Vertrauen bildet, zählt zu den Siegern! Und wir wollen 

gerade heute die Investoren und Unternehmer in ihrem 

Vertrauen in diesen Markt unterstützen. Das macht gerade 

in Krisenzeiten den Sinn von Vienna Economic Forum mehr 

als ersichtlich!

Erlauben Sie mir heute und hier unser Motto zu erweitern 

und Sie zum weiteren Mitmachen einzuladen: „Go South 

East - Go Ahead!“ 

„Unsere“ Region verdient es!

Danke Ihnen für das Vertrauen!

IntroductionIntroduction

Exzellenzen! 

Sehr geehrter Herr Präsident, 

Werte Mitglieder des Vienna Economic Forum!

Verehrte Damen und Herren Teilnehmer  

am 5. Vienna Economic Forum!

Es ist mir eine Ehre, Sie heute bei unserem 5. Vienna Eco-

nomic Forum begrüßen zu dürfen, einem Jubiläums-Forum, 

auf dessen gute und erfolgreiche Entwicklung wir uns 

besonders heute, in spezifischen Zeiten der wirtschaftli-

chen Situation, freuen können. Nicht nur weil das Vienna 

Economic Forum in den letzten 5 Jahren beständig gewach-

sen ist, sondern weil die vor 5 Jahren gegründete Plattform 

an Bedeutung und Anerkennung gewonnen hat und sich zu 

einem wichtigen Platz der Definition, der Entdeckung und 

der Realisierung der Investitionsmöglichkeiten im südos-

teuropäischen Raum, in der Region von der Adria bis zum 

Schwarzen Meer, vom Standort Wien aus, bewiesen hat! 

Es ist mir eine besondere Freude, heute mehr als 530 Teilne-

hmer aus 37 Ländern und internationalen Organisationen 

(sowie OPEC, Energy Community Secretariat, IETI Europa 

(Institute for European Training and Information), South-

East European Cooperation Process (SEECP), Regional 

Cooperation Council mit Sitz in Sarajevo und UNIDO, Unit-

ed Nations Industrial Development Organization) begrüßen 

zu dürfen.

Gründung

Gerne erinnere ich mich an die Zeit der Gründung und 

möchte mich für die tatkräftige Unterstützung bei den 

„Gründungsvätern“ des Vienna Economic Forum bedanken: 

bei Herrn Bundesminister Dr. Martin Bartenstein, Bunde-

sminister für Wirtschaft und Arbeit, bei unserem ersten 

Präsidenten Herrn Dr. Josef Taus von der Management 

Trust Holding AG, Herrn Mag. Andreas Treichl, Generaldi-

rektor der Erste Bank, Dkfm. Karl Fink, Generaldirektor der 

Wiener Städtischen Versicherung AG - Vienna Insurance 

Group, Dr. Rudolf Gruber, Präsident des Aufsichtsrates, 

EVN AG, Dr. Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer, Generaldirektor der 

OMV AG, Dr. Andreas Brandstetter, Mitglied des Vorstands 

der UNIQA Versicherungen AG, Dr. Herbert Stepic, Vor-

standsvorsitzender, Raiffeisen International Bank-Holding 

AG und Gen.Dir.Stv., Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG, 

Dr. Veit Sorger, Präsident der Industriellenvereinigung, Dr. 

Boris Nemsic, Vorstandsvorsitzender der Telekom Aus-

tria Gruppe und mobilkom austria, KR Hanno Soravia, 

Geschäftsführer der Soravia Gruppe, wie auch bei dem 

damaligen Präsidenten der Austrian Airlines, der BAWAG 

und bei Dr. Andreas Calice. 

Ein gebührender Dank geht speziell an unserem Präsident-

en Vizekanzler a. D. Dr. Erhard Busek, der alle seine Kennt-

nisse, Erfahrungen und Kräfte jahrelang und unermüdlich 

dieser Region gewidmet hat und weiters widmet. (Dank 

allen diesen großen Männern darf ich mich, als, obwohl die 

einzige, „Gründungsmutter“ glücklich schätzen) 

Das Schlüsselwort „Kooperation“

Meine Damen und Herren, ich werde es nie müde sein zu 

wiederholen, dass das Schlüsselwort des Vienna Economic 

Forum, seit dem Anfang an, das Wort „Kooperation“ ist. 

Und gerade heutzutage erleben wir hautnah, wie wichtig 

die Kooperation ist. Ein aktuelles Beispiel haben wir vor 

Kurzem in der EU-Kooperation von Maßnahmen in der Krise 

erlebt.

Unser Anliegen im Oktober 2004 war es, die südosteur-

opäische Region durch verstärkte wirtschaftliche regionale 

Kooperation zu einem besonderen Ort des Investitionsinter-

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum

5 Jahre Vienna Economic Forum
– Erfolg durch regionale Kooperation
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19:00 	 WELCOME COCKTAIL for the participants at the 5th Vienna Economic Forum,  

hosted by Mrs. Elisabeth GÜRTLER, Honorary Member and Cooperation partner  

of Vienna Economic Forum at Hotel Sacher Vienna (by invitations)

08:00 - 9:00 	 REGISTRATION and COFFEE offered by Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG  

and Raiffeisen International Bank-Holding AG

08:30 - 08:45 	 FAMILY PHOTO (by invitations)

09:00 - 10:30 	 DAY 1 – FIRST PLENARY SESSION - FINANCING OF INVESTMENTS:
	 ASSISTANCE FROM THE EU AND INTERNATIONAL FINANCE INSTITUTIONS

	 Moderation and Opening
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria

	 5th Anniversary Welcome Address
	 Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Impulse Statement

	 Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Chairman of Raiffeisen International Bank-Holding AG, Vice Chairman of RZB AG, 

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Speakers
	 H.E. Dr. Martin BARTENSTEIN, Federal Minister of Economy and Labour, Austria, Honorary Member 

of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Veit SORGER, President of the Federation of Austrian Industries, Founding Member of Vienna  

Economic Forum

	 Dr. Franz KOSYNA, Member of the Group Executive Board, Member of the Managing Board of Donau 

Versicherung AG Vienna Insurance Group, Austria

	 Mr. Theodore AHLERS, Director of Strategy and Operations, ECA Region, The World Bank

	 Honorary Speaker
	 H.E. Yulia TYMOSHENKO, Prime Minister, Ukraine

	 Discussions continue at 14:00–16:00 in Round Table 1

10:30 - 11:00 	 COFFEE BREAK offered by Siemens AG Osterreich

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum (for VEF Members)

11:00 - 12:30 	 DAY 1 - SECOND PLENARY SESSION - ENERGY: RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE

	 Moderator 

Mr. Slavtcho NEYKOV, Director, Energy Community Secretariat

	 Impulse Statement 

Dr. Wolfgang RUTTENSTORFER, CEO OMV AG, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Main Speakers 

H.E. Mr. Bozidar DJELIC, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration and Minister of Science  

and Technological Development, Serbia

	 H.E. Dr. Vujica LAZOVIC, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Policy, Montenegro

	 Speakers 

Dr. Burkhard HOFER, CEO of EVN AG, Austria, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Hasan M. QABAZARD, Director, Research Division, (OPEC) Organization of the Petroleum  

Exporting Countries

	 Mr. Christian KERN, Member of the Board, Verbund AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Gunter KAPPACHER, Member of the Managing Board, Siemens AG Austria, Member of the Board  

of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Honorary Speakers
	 H.E. Dr. Mehmet Hilmi GÜLER, Minister of Energy, Turkey

	 H.E. Minister of Economic Development, Azerbaijan (tbn)

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum (for VEF Members)

	

	 Discussions continue at 14:00–16.00 in Round Table 2

12:30 - 13:00 	 FESTIVITY on the occasion of the 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 

followed by LUNCH BUFFET offered by OMV AG, Bulgarian Water offered by DEVIN AG, Soravia Group

14:00 - 16:00 	 DAY 1 - ROUND TABLE 1 - FINANCING OF INVESTMENTS:  
ASSISTANCE FROM THE EU AND INTERNATIONAL FINANCE INSTITUTIONS

	 Moderation
	 Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT, President of the Board, Volksbank International AG, Austria,  

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

	

	 Main Speaker 

Mr. Hidajet BISCEVIC, Secretary General, SEECP and Regional Cooperation Council

NOVEMBER 9th, 2008

NOVEMBER 10th, 2008

NOVEMBER 10th, 2008
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	 Participants 

H.E. Dr. Trajko SLAVESKI, Minister of Finance, Macedonia

	 Dr. Matthias KOLLATZ-AHNEN, Vice President, European Investment Bank

	 H.E. Mr. Ahmet SHALA, Minister of Economy and Finance, Kosovo

	 Mr. Nizami PIRIYEV, President, European Economic Chamber of Trade, Commerce and Industry for Azerbaijan

	 H.E. Mr. Vjekoslav BEVANDA, Federal Minister of Finance, Bosnia and Herzegovina

	 Prof. Dr. Michael LANDESMANN, Scientific Director, The Vienna Institute for International Economic 

Studies (wiiw)

	 Mr. Anthony O‘SULLIVAN, Head, Investment Compact Team, OECD

	 Mr. Miroslav TANTCHEV, Authorized Representative, Soravia Group

	 Mr. Bernhard HULLA, Executive Partner, Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG

	 Q AND A SESSION: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)
	 Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Companies from Austria, from the Region  

from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and from Caspian Region, from European and other Countries

14:00 - 16:00 	 DAY 1 - ROUND TABLE 2 - ENERGY: RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE

	 Moderation 

Mr. Otto MUSILEK, Management Advisor, Energy Sector

	 Main Speaker 

H.E. Mr. Bakhyt SULTANOV, Minister of Economic Affaires and Budget Planning, Kazakhstan

	 Participants 

Mr. Valentin IVANOV, Deputy Minister of Economy andEnergy, Bulgaria

	 Dr. Rudolf GRUBER, President of the Supervisory Board, EVN AG, Austria, Member of the Board  

of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Erol USER, President and CEO, USER DIS TICARET A.S., Turkey, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Slavisa KRUNIC, Chairman BiH, Energy Financing Team, Bosnia and Herzegovina

	 Mr. Mehmet Selahattin HAKMAN, Chairman, EnerjiSA Power Generating Company, Turkey

	 Dr. Willibald PLESSER, Co-Head of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer for CEE and CIS,  

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Simon UZUNOV, Energy Community Secretariat, Austria

	 Prof. Dr. Wolfgang STRASSBURG, Vice President, Special Projects, RWE Aktiengesellschaft,  

Germany, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Q AND A SESSION: Discussion with the Audience (led by the moderator)
	 Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Companies from Austria, from the Region  

from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and from Caspian Region, from European and other Countries

16:30 - 17:30 	 DAY 1 - IN PLENARY

	 Special Q and A MINISTERS SESSION with:   
	 H.E. Mr. Vjekoslav BEVANDA, Minister of Finance, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

	 H.E. Mr. Aleksandar DZOMBIC, Minister of Finance, Republic of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

	 H.E. Dr. Trajko SLAVESKI, Minister of FinanceMacedonia       

	 H.E. Mr. Musa Xhaferi, Minister of Local Self Government, Macedonia 

	 Mr. Valentin IVANOV, Deputy Minister of Economy and Energy, Bulgaria 

	 Mr. Iurie MUNTEAN, Deputy Minister of Economy and Trade, Moldova 

	 Mr. Oleksandr Kupchyshyn, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ukraine

	 Moderation and Closing Remarks
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice Chancellor, Austria

	 Short Overview of the Moderators of the Round Tables
	 Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT, President of the Board, Volksbank International AG, Austria,  

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Otto MUSILEK, Management Advisor, Energy Sector, Austria

	 Honorary Speaker
	 H.E. Mrs. Zinaida GRECEANÎI, Prime Minister of Moldova, Member of the Patrons Committee  

of Vienna Economic Forum

17:30 	 COCKTAIL offered by MANDARINGROUP CEE

18:30 	 End of Day 1 of the 5th Jubilee Vienna Economic Forum

20:00 	 GALA DINNER hosted by the President of the Federation of Austrian Industries

	 Dr. Veit SORGER, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum (by invitations)

	 Guest of Honour
	 H.E. Dr. Alfred GUSENBAUER, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, Chairman  

of the Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum

NOVEMBER 10th, 2008 NOVEMBER 10th, 2008
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08:00–09:00 	 REGISTRATION and COFFEE offered by BÄREN BATTERIE GMBH

09:00–11:30 	 DAY 2 - WORKSHOP 1 - CONNECTING AND LINKING:  
TRANSPORT CORRIDORS, POST, TELECOMMUNICATION

	 Moderation and Impulse Statement
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

	 Participants
	 Dr. Boris NEMSIC, CEO, Telekom Austria AG, mobilkom Austria, Member of the Board of Vienna  

Economic Forum

	 Dr. Akkan SUVER, President, Marmara Foundation, Istanbul, Turkey

	 Mr. Goran RADMAN, Chairman, Business Advisory Council for South Eastern Europe

	 Dr. Viktoria KICKINGER, Secretary General, Austrian Post, Member of the Board of Vienna  

Economic Forum

	 Dr. Milan PARIVODIĆ, WOLF THEISS Attorneys-at-Law, Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Andreas BIERWIRTH, Member of the Executive Board and Chief Commercial Officer,  

Austrian Airlines AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Mr. Christoph A. BAUBIN, Chief Executive Officer, Austro Control GmbH

	 Mr. Zoran NOVAKOVIC, Senior Advisor, Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Serbia

	 Dr. Otto PROHASKA, President, OttoConsulting, LLC.,USA:

	 Regional Economic Growth through International Technology Transfer

	 Honorary Speaker
	 H.E. Dr. Andrija LOMPAR, Minister of Transportation, Maritime Affairs and Telecommunication,  

Montenegro

	 Other participants: Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Companies from 

Austria, from the Region from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and from Caspian Region, from  

European and other Countries

9:00–11:30 	 DAY 2 - WORKSHOP 2 - CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION –  
CHALLENGES FOR THE INVESTORS IN THE REGION

	 Moderation and Impulse Statement
	 Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT, President of the Board of Directors, Novomatic AG, Austria, Member of the 

Board of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Participants 

Dr. Dieter SPRANZ, Partner, WOLF THEISS Attorneys-at-Law, Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Monika RACEK, Head of Corporate Social Responsibility, Novomatic AG, Austria, Member of  

Vienna Economic Forum

	 H.E. Prof. Dr. Zoran JASIC, Ambassador of Croatia to Austria

	 Dr. Manfred CASPARI, Secretary General, IETI Europa, Member of European People’s Party

	 Mr. Ahmet ERENTOK, Chairman of the Board, Azerbaycan Türkiye Business Association (ATIB),  

Azerbaijan

	 Dr. Severin HEINISCH, CEO Hochegger CEE, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Dr. Danica PURG, President, IEDC – Bled School of Management, Slovenia

	 Dr. Mustafa AYDIN, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Istanbul Aydin University, Turkey,  

Member of Vienna Economic Forum

	 Honorary Speaker
	 H.E. Mr. Enver HOXHAJ, Minister, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, Kosovo

	 Other participants: Members of Vienna Economic Forum, Representatives of Companies from 

Austria, from the Region from the Adriatic to the Black Sea and from Caspian Region, from  

European and other Countries

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum (for VEF Members)

11:45 – 12:30 	 CONCLUSION PLENARY SESSION

	 Moderation and Closing
	 Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

	 Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT, President of the Board of Directors, Novomatic AG, Austria, Member of  

the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

12:30 	 LUNCH BUFFET offered by NOVOMATIC AG, Bulgarian Water offered by DEVIN AG, Soravia Group

	 Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised by Vienna Economic Forum (for VEF Members)

14:00 	 End of the 5th Jubilee Vienna Economic Forum	

NOVEMBER 11th, 2008 NOVEMBER 11th, 2008
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	 Aleksandar Dzombic was born in 1968 in Banja Luka, Serb by nationality. He finished 

primary, secondary education and graduated from the Faculty of Econimics in Banja 

Luka. Presently, he is at the post-graduate studies at the Faculty of Management ECPD 

in Belgrade. He worked in Banja Luka City Administration, Kristal Bank Banja Luka as 

an official, head of the department and head of the project. He also worked in Agroprom 

Bank Banja Luka as a director. Before his appointment as a Minister of Finance, he was 

executive director in Nova Banka, Bijeljina. He is married and has one child.

	 Dr. Erhard Busek was born in Vienna, Austria, on March 25, 1941. He received his 

law degree from the University of Vienna in 1963. During his studies, he also served as 

Chairman of the Austrian Youth Council.

	 He began his professional career in 1964 as legal adviser to the association of the 

parliamentarians of the Austrian People’s Party. He then served as Secretary General of 

the Austrian Federation for Trade and Commerce (1968-1975). In 1975 he was appointed 

Secretary General of the Austrian People’s Party and was elected Member of Parliament 

later that year.

	 Dr. Busek gained additional experience in administration between 1968-1976 while 

with a publishing firm in the economic field. In 1976 Dr. Busek entered municipal 

politics. He was City Councelor and was elected Deputy-Mayor of Vienna in 1978, a 

position he held until 1987. He was appointed Minister for Science and Research in 

April 1989. From 1994 until May 1995 Dr. Busek was Minister for Education. He was 

elected Chairman of the Austrian People’s Party in 1991 and served as Vice-Chancellor 

of Austria from 1991 to 1995. In early 2000 Dr. Erhard Busek was appointed as Special 

Representative of the Austrian Government on EU-Enlargement. 

	 Chairman of the “Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe”; President of 

the European Forum Alpbach and President of Vienna Economic Forum. 

Dr. Erhard BusekProfile

Nationality: Austria 

Current Position: President  

of Vienna Economic Forum, Former 

Special Co-ordinator of the Stability 

Pact for South Eastern Europe 

H.E. Minister Aleksandar DzombicProfile

Nationality: Serbia

Current Position: Minister of Finance  

	 Theodore Ahlers, a U.S. national, joined the Bank in 1985 as an Economist in the West 

African Country Programs Department.  Since then, he has held several positions in the 

Middle East and North Africa, Africa, and Europe and Central Asia Regions.  From 1997-

2000, Mr. Ahlers served as Country Director for Benin, Niger and Togo.  In June 2000 

he was appointed Director in the Office of the Vice President in Africa Region. From 

October 2002 until July 2007, he served as Director of the Maghreb Department (Algeria, 

Libya, Malta, Morocco and Tunisia) in the Middle East and North Africa (MNA) Region.  

Mr. Ahlers was appointed Director of Strategy and Operations for the ECA Region on 

August 1, 2007.

	 Mr. Ahlers attended Tufts University, Fletcher School, and holds a Ph.D in develop-

ment economics. He speaks French fluently. 

	 His pre-Bank experience includes research and policy advisor positions in Madagas-

car, Cameroon and Haiti. 

Mr. Theodore AhlersProfile

Nationality: USA

Current Position: Director Strategy 

and Operations Europe and Central 

Asia Region, The World Bank

  

	 01/2005 - today: Volksbank International AG, Vienna; Chairman of the managing 

board; President of the supervisory board of Volksbank, Bosnia i Herzegovina, Volks-

bank Banja Luka	and Volksbank Czech Republic

	

	 2002 – 2004: Ärztebank AG, Vienna; Chairman of the managing board; specialised 

bank within ÖVAG-group for doctors 

	

	 DZ BANK AG, Hamburg, Head of Division „Business with cooperative banks in north-

ern and eastern Germany”; 

	

	 1997 - 2001: VBC Volksbanken Consulting Bank AG, Vienna; Member of the managing 

board; A joint venture of ÖVAG and DZ BANK specialised in securities business and 

retail-consulting services for the Austrian Volksbanken 

	

	 1996 - 1997: Berufs-Akademie Berlin (Polytechnic); Professor for Business Manage-

ment of Financial Institutions; Focus: Business Policy of FI, Asset-Liability-Manage-

ment, Financial Instruments 

Dr. Friedhelm BoschertProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Chairman of the 

Board, Volksbank International AG
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	 1989: Economic journalist. 1991: Assistant to the Secretary of State for Public Affairs. 

1994: Office Manager und Press Spokesman for the Leader of the Austrian Social 

Democratic Parliamentary Group. 1997:Assistant to the Managing Board of VERBUND 

(Österreichische Elektrizitätswirtschafts-AG. 1999: Area Manager of Strategic Market-

ing and Sales Management of VERBUND. 2000: Chairman of the Managing Board of 

VERBUND-Austrian Power Vertriebs GmbH. 2002: Member of the Managing Board of 

VERBUND-Austrian Power Trading AG (APT). 2007: Member of the Managing Board of 

Verbund.

	 Dr. Viktoria Kickinger is head of the General Secretariat at Austrian Post. In this posi-

tion, she is responsible for Public Affairs, Regulatory Management, Event Management 

and Internal Communications. Ms. Kickinger is also head of Strategy and Corporate 

Development at Austrian Post. She started her career as an editor with the Austrian 

Broadcasting Corporation (ORF). Between 1996 and 1998, Ms. Kickinger was in charge 

of ORF’s marketing division.  As of 2001 Ms. Kickinger was responsible for corporate 

communications in ÖIAG, the Austrian State Holding Company. Before that, she had 

worked for more than three years as Chief Communications Officer for the Austrian 

Railroads (ÖBB). 

	 Education 1981-1985: Vienna Technical University, Computer Science.

	 Current Position Member of the Executive Board of Siemens AG Austria, Vienna. CEO 

of the Sector Energy in the CEE/Central Eastern Europe.

	 Career 06/2002: Member of the Executive Management Team of SBS international. 

10/2003: Siemens Business Services GmbH & Co OHG, Munich; Head of Region Europe, 

Middle East & Africa. 04/2005: Siemens AG Austria, Vienna; Project Leader for VA-TECH 

Acquisition and Integration. 10/2005: Head of Power Transmission and Distribution/ 

Power Generation CEE; Siemens AG Austria, Vienna. 04/2008: Head of Energy Sector 

in the expanded Region CEE; Member of the Executive Board of Siemens AG Austria, 

Vienna.

MR. Gunter KappacherProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Director of the 

Board, Siemens AG Österreich

MR. Christian Kern

Dr. Viktoria Kickinger

Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Member of the  

Managing Board , Österreichische  

Elektrizitätswirtschafts-AG (VERBUND)

Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Secretary General, 

Austrian Post AG

	 Having graduated from the University of Business Administration and Economics 

in Vienna in 1971, he started his career in Tokyo and Berlin as a representative of the  

Japanese Trading Company Marubeni Corporation, before joining Wiener Städtische as 

a consultant for Industrial Insurance in 1975. 

	 From 1979 to 1987 he was Chairman of the Board of Directors of Interrisk Ver-

sicherungs AG, an Austrian Insurance Company specializing on international business, 

and then joined the Board of Wiener Städtische. Currently he is acting as General Direc-

tor of Vienna Insurance Group.

	 He is on the Board of numerous insurance - financial services and industrial compa-

nies operating in Austria and abroad. 

MR. Karl FINKProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: General Director  

of the Executive Board of Wiener 

Städtische Versicherung AG Vienna  

Insurance Group 

	 Studies Law at Vienna University (graduation 1958).

	 Career 1953 - 1960: private banking in Vienna. 1960 - 1968: Broker at the Vienna Stock 

Exchange. 1968 - 2005: Chairman of the Executive Board of EVN AG. Since 2005: Presi-

dent of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG.

	 Other engagements (i.a.) President of Supervisory Board: EVN AG, Maria Enzersdorf; 

Wiener Börse AG, Vienna; Rohöl-Aufsuchungs Aktiengesellschaft (RAG), Vienna, and  

RAG-Beteiligungs Aktiengesellschaft, Maria Enzersdorf (Austria`s second largest 

Oil and Gas exploration, production & storage company owned by EVN and E.ON). 

Vice-president of Supervisory Boards of the following leading Austrian companies: 

Bankhaus Schelhammer & Schattera Aktiengesellschaft, Vienna; Siemens AG Austria, 

Vienna. Member of Supervisory Board: Moeller Beteiligungen GmbH, Vienna; Moeller 

Gebäudeautomation GmbH, Schrems.

	 Born 1944, qualified lawyer Joined EVN in 1980 as head of the legal department. 

Since April 1992 he is head of legal and regulatory, responsible for company holdings, 

and Senior Council. Since March 2005 he is the Speaker of the EVN Management Board. 

Burkhard Hofer has executive responsibility for energy business, business administra-

tion, group communications and investor relations, human resources and legal mat-

ters.

Dr. Rudolf Gruber

DR. Burkhard Hofer 

Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: President 

of the Supervisory Board, EVN AG

Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Speaker of the 

Executive Board, EVN Management 

Board
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	 Proffesional experiences	 1987 - 1994: Informatics, Faculty of Economics Podgorica. 

1988 – 1989: Adviser to the Youth Conference of Montenegro. 1989 - 1991: Member of 

the Government of the Montenegro, Minister for Urban Development. 1991 - 1992: Mem-

ber of the Parliament of Montenegro. 1992 - 1996: Member of the Parliament of FRY.  

1994 - 1996: Information Systems Management, Faculty of Economics Podgorica.  

1996 - 1997: Business Information Systems, Strategic Management. 1996 - 1998: Adviser 

for IS in company “Zetatrans”. 1998 - 2000: Adviser for IS Central bank of Montenegro

1998 - 2005: Information Systems, Information Systems in Trade Company, Information 

Systems Management, -  Business School – Faculty of Economics / applied study. 1998: 

Information Economy, Business Information Systems, Design of Information Systems, 

Computers Implementation in Economy, Decision Support Systems,  Software tools, 

E-business - Undergraduate and Postgraduate study at the Faculty of Economics. 1998-

2000: Business information systems – Computer School - Faculty of Electro engineering 

Podgorica. 2000 – 2002: Project Manager for Development and Implementation of IS 

in Health Fund of  Montenegro. 2000 – 2006: Dean of the Faculty of Economics. 2002-

2003: Project Manager for E-commerce and E-Business in Project “Information society”, 

Government of Montenegro. 2003- 2005: Adviser for the development of the state IS,  

Government of  Montenegro. 2003: Information systems- Faculty of Law – Department 

of Political Science. 2005: Information Systems Management – School of Management – 

Faculty of Economics /applied study/. 2006: Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Policy, 

Government of Montenegro. 

	 Education 1970-1974: University of Vienna (economics). 1972/1973: Brandeis Univer-

sity, Mass., USA; Fulbright Scholarship .1974/1975 Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS), 

Vienna; Post-graduate training and research in economic theory and applied econom-

ics. 1975-1978 University of Oxford, Balliol College.

	 Degrees Mag. soc. oec. (Vienna), M.A. (Cambridge), D. Phil. (Oxford), Dr. soc. oec.

	 Language skills German, English (bilingual), French

	 Present position Scientific Director, The Vienna Institute for International Economic

Studies (wiiw). Professor of economics, Johannes Kepler University, Linz, Austria, Head 

of the department of economics and department head: economic theory and quantita-

tive economics.

	 Key subjects Macroeconomic analysis, international economics, economic growth, 

applied economics: industry, trade and economic growth; international economic inte-

gration; structural change and economic dynamics

Prof. Dr. Michael LANDESMANNProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Scientific Director, 

The Vienna Institute for International 

Economic Studies (wiiw)

H.E. Dr. Vujica LazoviĆProfile

Nationality: Montenegro

Current Position: Deputy Prime  

Minister for Economic Policy,  

Government of Montenegro

	 Founder, Member of the Board and Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum.

	 Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva possesses great administrative and managerial 

experience in state institutions, government and non-government organizations, aca-

demic and teaching experience in low and economic fields, big experience in diplomacy 

– former ambassador of Bulgaria to Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Finland and Austria. 

Awarded with the Grand Decoration of Honour in Gold with Sash for Services to the 

Republic of Austria.

	 She was member of the First democratic Parlament of Republic of Bulgaria and mem-

ber of commissions and parlament delegations of Republic of Bulgaria in European 

Council and Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe /OSCE/.

	 She graduated law in Sofia University Kliment Ohridski. PhD in Law.

	 Aufgaben: Finanzierungen in Deutschland, Österreich, Rumänien sowie in Kroat-

ien und der Türkei; Wirtschaftlicher und sozialer Zusammenhalt und Konvergenz; 

Programm JASPERS (Joint Assistance in Supporting Projects for European Regions 

- Gemeinsame Hilfe bei der Unterstützung von Projekten für europäische Regionen); 

Umstrukturierung von Darlehen; Mitglied des Sponsoring-Ausschusses; Mitglied des 

Kunstausschusses

Ambassador Dr. ELENA KIRTCHEVA

Matthias KOLLATZ-AHNEN

Profile

Nationality: Bulgaria

Current Position: Secretary General  

of Vienna Economic Forum

Profile

Nationality: Germany

Current Position: Vice President,  

European Investment Bank
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	 Is responsible for a continuous programme of research, designed to meet the require-

ments of the Organization and its Member Countries, with particular emphasis on 

energy and related matters.

	 It monitors, forecasts and analyzes developments in the energy and petrochemical 

industries and studies the evaluation of hydrocarbons and products and their non-

energy uses; analyzes economic and financial issues, in particular those related to the 

international oil industry.

	 It is headed by a Director of Research, and consists of three departments, namely, 

Energy Studies, Petroleum Market Analysis and Data Services. 

	 Willibald Plesser has been a partner of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer since 1987 

and works in the Vienna office. He is a member of our corporate practice group and 

specialises in mergers and acquisitions, corporate law, energy law, contract law and 

investments in eastern Europe. He has also been instrumental in building up our office 

in Bratislava. He is the firm’s joint managing partner for Central and Eastern Europe 

(CEE). 

	 Willibald was born in Haide, Austria, in 1955. He received his legal and philosophical 

education at the University of Vienna, from where he holds a Doctor of Laws (Dr iur) 

degree and a Master of Philosophy in English and History (Mag phil). He is active in the 

International Bar Association, including its section on Energy and Resources Law, and 

is a lecturer and the author of various publications on CEE topics. He was admitted to 

the Austrian Bar in 1986.

	 Willibald joined the firm in 1981 and speaks German and English.

Dr. Willibald Plesser Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Partner,  

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer

Dr. Hasan M. QabazardProfile

Nationality: OPEC

Current Position: Director, 

Research Division

	 Born 1950. in Belgrade -middle last century, “ but still goes strongly”. Scholarship 

finished in Belgrade with M.sci. of Economics.

 

	 As branch office Manager engaged in Japanese company MARUBENI Co. more  

than 10 years.

	 Since democratic changes 2000. in Serbia nominated as director of Tourist organiza-

tion of Belgrade and Advisor to Minister of trading , tourism and services and national 

coordinator of tourism. 

 

	 Since 2005 fully engaged in Serbian Chamber of commerce as Senior Advisor and 

represents SCC in Danube tourists commission , Danube initiatives, Danube business 

Conference, Association of Danube bureaus, etc .

 

	 From this year will represent SCC in VEF.

Zoran NovakovicProfile

Nationality: Serbia

Current Position: Senior Advisor,  

Serbian Chamber of Commerce

	 Anthony O’Sullivan has been the Head of the Private Sector Development Division at 

the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) since September 

2005. He started his career as a consultant at Accenture, specializing in M&A and post 

merger integration in the pharmaceuticals and fast moving consumer goods sectors, 

both in Europe and internationally. Pursuing his work on strategy and M&A he then 

joined Michael Porter’s Monitor Group where he also developed his credentials on 

country competitiveness. O’Sullivan went on to become a founding partner of Adcore, 

specializing in due diligences and business creation for high tech investment funds. 

Amongst other successes, he designed and launched a 100 M EUR investment fund for 

a leading French public sector bank. Before moving to the OECD in 2005, O’Sullivan 

spent three and a half years at A.T. Kearney, as a senior manager in strategy, and as the 

European representative for the Global Business Policy Council, a leadin g global think 

tank on government strategy and country competitiveness.

	 He received an Honours degree in Economics, Finance and Political Science from 

McGill University in Montreal, before receiving his Masters from the London School of 

Economics in Economic Development in 2004.

Anthony Terence O’SullivanProfile

Nationality: UK

Current Position: Head of Investment 

Compact Team, OECD
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	 Veit Sorger was born in Graz, Austria, in 1942. He studied law and economics (Ph.D.) 

in Vienna, Graz and Uppsala. He is married and has 3 children.

	 Professional career 1967 - 1970: Assistant of the President, Interunfall AG (Austrian 

– Italien insurance company). 1970: Joined the Salzer Group (paper industry); develop-

ment of the plastics production, then responsible for sales in the paper mills and the 

wholesale. 1982: General Manager of the Salzer Papier and Plastics Group. 1987 General 

Manager of Europapier AG. 1988: Member of the board of management of Frantschach 

AG. 1989: Deputy CEO of Frantschach AG. 1993: CEO of Frantschach AG and chairman 

of the supervisory board of. Neusiedler AG. June 2000 – June 2004: Vice President of the 

Federation of Austrian Industry. Since June 2004: President of the Federation of Austrian 

Industry. November 2004: Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Mondi Packacking AG 

(anciently Frantschach) and Mondi Business Paper Holding AG (anciently Neusiedler)

	 Ahmet Shala was appointed as Minister of Finance and Economy on January 9, 2008. 

In his capacity as Minister he is responsible for budget, treasury and revenue collec-

tion, as well as for economic and fiscal policies in Kosovo. 

	 Before becoming the Minister of Finance, Shala was Deputy Managing Director at 

Kosovo Trust Agency in charge of the privatization process in Kosovo. He was respon-

sible for directing the division for managing and privatization of Kosovo’s nearly 

500 socially-owned enterprises. From 2000 to 2002 Shala was a deputy Head of the 

Department for Trade and Industry in charge of directing the strategy development, 

polices and procedures for commercialization and transformation of Socially Owned 

Enterprises and private sector development. For a time he was also Policy Advisor for 

Economic Development within Pillar IV (European Union Mission in Kosovo). 

	 During 1990s he worked in private business in the area of education and he was the 

founder of “The Cambridge School”, which is one of the leading institutions for English 

Language Teaching (ELT). Shala has also run private commercial and production busi-

ness. At the beginning of his career he worked in the Trepça Mining Company within 

the Foreign Trade Department.

	 Ahmet Shala is also distinguished for his university carrier. He continues to be Pro-

fessor of Marketing Modeling and Statistics at the Economic Faculty of the University 

of Prishtina. Shala was also Lecturer for Mathematics, Statistics and Economic Mod-

eling. 

	 Ahmet Shala attended PhD studies for Entrepreneurship and Small Business Man-

agement at Vaxjo University (Sweeden) and at Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona 

(Spain). He received an MBA from the University of Prishtina in 1988 and a BA in Eco-

nomics and Business Administration at the University of Prishtina in 1985. In 1995, he 

presented his PhD thesis in Strategic Alternatives called “Integral Economic Develop-

ment of Albanian Areas and European Integration – A Quantitative Approach”, which 

was approved by the Faculty of Economics of the University of Prishtina.  

H.E. Minister Ahmet Shala Profile

Nationality: Kosovo

Current Position: Minister in the  

Ministry of Economy and Finance 

Dr. Veit SorgerProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: President of the

Federation of Austrian Industries

	 Goran joined Microsoft Corp. in 1996 as general manager of Microsoft Croatia. In 

2000 his responsibilities expanded to encompass the newly formed Adriatic region. In 

his current role as chairman of Microsoft South-East Europe, he works with institu-

tional and political communities to build strategic relationships and business within 

EU and enterprise and public-sector organisations in the region.

Goran began his professional career as an international relations advisor to the presi-

dent of Croatia, continued as general manager of Television Zagreb, a public broad-

caster in Croatia, and moved on to manage MicroLAB, a private Croatian computer 

engineering and consultancy company.

	 Goran completed undergraduate and postgraduate studies in international relations 

at the Faculty of Political Sciences at the University of Zagreb. In the 1970s and early 

1980s he was a student leader, journalist, editor and editor-in-chief of newspapers, 

magazines and other publications. During his this time he was also the author and co-

author of articles and books in the field of international relations, IT and media.

	 Besides his role at Microsoft, Goran is an active member of the National Competi-

tiveness Council, a business advisory group to the Croatian Government. He is also a 

regular guest lecturer at the to undergraduate and post-graduate students at the Uni-

versity of Zagreb, Croatia, as well as frequent speaker at a number of national, regional 

and international business conferences.

Goran RadmanProfile

Nationality: Croatia

Current Position: Chairman,

Microsoft South-East Europe

	 He received his doctorate at the University of Economics and Business Administra-

tion in Vienna and started to work at OMV in 1976. In 1985 he joined the Planning and 

Controlling Department and in 1989 he took responsibility for the Strategic Develop-

ment of the Group. After being appointed Head of Marketing in 1990, he joined the 

Executive Board in 1992 and was responsible for Finance and Chemicals. He remained 

at the Board until the beginning of 1997, when he became Deputy Minister of Finance. 

On January 1st 2000 he rejoined the OMV Executive Board being responsible for 

Finance. As of January 1st, 2002 he is CEO and Chairman of the Executive Board.

Dr. Wolfgang RuttenstorferProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: CEO and Chairman 

of the Executive Board
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	 Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt has been Chairman of the Board of Directors of Novomatic 

AG since 2004. A longstanding corporate and gaming counsel to Novomatic Group of 

Companies, Dr. Wohlfahrt is a renowned expert in national and international gaming 

laws and a member of IAGA (International Association of Gaming Attorneys) and IMGL 

(International Masters of Gaming Law). Dr. Wohlfahrt is the author of many publica-

tions in the field of gaming and wagering law. He also is co-author of a legal commen-

tary to the Austrian Gaming Act. Dr. Wohlfahrt is a member of the Austrian Federal 

Economic Chamber and the Federation of Austrian Industry. He is a regular speaker at 

lectures and international conferences.

	 Education Honorary Ph.D. International Relations, University of Baku, Azerbaijan; 

MA in International Relations, Istanbul University, Istanbul; BA in Journalism Supreme 

School, University of Istanbul, Istanbul; St. Benoit High School, Istanbul.

 

	 Professional Activities 1997 – Current: President of the “Marmara Group Strategic 

and Social Research Foundation”, the first Turkish NGO having special consultative 

status with the United Nations ECOSOC.

	 He has been appointed as the Honorary Consul General of Montenegro to Istanbul 

by the Government of the Republic of Montenegro on May 28, 2008.

	 In 2007 Dr. Akkan Suver was awarded with Pope 16th Benedictus Medal for his inten-

sive contribution in Intercultural Studies. Secondly, in 2006, in Mongolia, he is again 

awarded by Chenghiz Han Medal by President of Mongolia Nambar Eukhbayar for the 

success of Eurasian Economic Summits. And in 2005, he is awarded with State Progress 

Medal by Azerbaijan President 
.
Ilham Aliyev.

	 In 2007 he has been elected as an observer member of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (PABSEC) by 12 member states of the PABSEC 

in its general assembly held in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Dr. Akkan SUVERProfile

Nationality: Turkey

Current Position: President,  

Marmara Foundation

Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt Profile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: President of the 

Board of Directors, Novomatic AG

	 Personal Information born 1968 in Vienna, Austria; admitted in Austria, since 1998 

and in the Czech Republic, since 1999; partner since 1999

	

	 Professional Experience 1991: intern, Kavanagh, Peters, Powell & Osnato, New York. 

1993: law clerk. 1995 – 1998: associate, Cerha Hempel & Spiegelfeld. 1998: associated 

attorney, Cerha Hempel & Spiegelfeld.

	

	 Education Dr.iur. 1995, University of Vienna. 1992 – 1993: University of Louvai-la-

Neuve, Belgium.

	

	 Languages German, French, English.

	

	 Memberships Vienna Bar Association; Czech Bar Association; International Bar Asso-

ciation, SBL, SLP

	

	 Main Practice Areas Banking and Finance, Mergers and Acquisitions

	 Member of Wolf Theiss Practice Groups Banking & Finance, Mergers & Acquisitions

Dr. Dieter SpranzProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: Managing Partner,

Wolf Theiss Attorneys at law

	 1972: Doctor of Business Administration and Economics; Vienna University for 

Economics and Business Administration. 1973: Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG, 

Vienna (RZB-Austria), Central Institution of the Austrian “Raiffeisen Banking Group“; 

responsible for foreign trade promotion and international cooperation. 1987: Member 

of the Managing Board of RZB-Austria. 1995: Deputy Chairman of the Managing Board 

of RZB-Austria. 2001: Chairman of Raiffeisen International Bank-Holding AG.

Dr. Herbert StepicProfile

Nationality: Austria

Current Position: CEO Raiffeisen 

International Bank-Holding AG,  

Deputy Chairman, RZB



impressions

116116

impressions

117117

Mr. Theodore Ahlers,
Director of Strategy and Operations, The World Bank

Dr. Hasan M. Qabazard, Director, Research Division, OPEC

Dr. Burkhard Hofer,  
CEO, EVN AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Dr. Martin Bartenstein,  
Minister of Economy and Labour, Austria

Mr. Hidajet Bisevic,
Secretary General, SEECP and Regional Cooperation Council

from left to right: Dr. Erhard Busek; Ms. Spasenija Vujosevic, 
Media Partner of Vienna Economic Forum;  
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva; Dr. Manfred Caspari, IETI Europa

from left to right: Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Secretary  
General of Vienna Economic Forum; Dr. Erhard Busek,  
President; Elisabeth Gürtler, CEO Hotel Sacher Vienna

from left to right: H.E. Dr. Vujica Lazovic,  
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Policy of the  
Government of Montenegro; Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

from left to right: Dr. Herbert Stepic,  
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Dr. Erhard Busek

Welcome Address Dr. Herbert Stepic, Chairman of Raiffeisen 
International Bank-Holding AG, Vice-Chairman of RZB AG

Dr. Veit Sorger, 
President of the Federation of Austrian Industries

from left to right: Dr. Herbert Stepic; Dr. Erhard Busek;  
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva; H.E. Minister Martin Bartenstein,  
Dr. Walter Rothensteiner, Chairman of the Executive Committe 
and General Manager Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG (RZB)
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Q and A Ministers Session in Plenary

from left to right: Dr. Veit Sorger, Dr. Herbert Stepic

Dr. Veit Sorger, Host of the traditional Gala Dinner

Interested Audience

from left to right: Dr. Viktoria Kickinger, Secretary General, 
Österreichische Post AG; Dr. Friedhelm Boschert, CEO,  
Volksbank International; Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

from left to right: Dr. Veit Sorger, Amb. Dr. ElenaKirtcheva,  
Dr. Josef Taus, Member of the Supervisory Board, Management 
Trust Holding, First President of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer,
CEO, OMV AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

from left to right: Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva;  
H.E. Dr. Martin Bartenstein, Federal Minister for Economy  
and Labour, Austria; Dr. Erhard Busek

from left to right: Mr. Wolfgang E. Gamper,  
President, Securicom, Member of Vienna Economic Forum;
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

from left to right: Dr. Wolfgang Ruttenstorfer, CEO, OMV AG; 
Mr. Andreas Rudas, WAZ

from left to right: Dr. Monika Racek, Novomatic AG; Dr. Franz 
Wohlfahrt, President of the Board of Directors, Novomatic AG; 
Dr. Danica Purg, President, IEDC-Bled School of Management

Dr. Dieter Spranz, Partner, Wolf Theiss Attorneys-at-law
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A 
Ab Iago, Dafydd 	 Correspondent	 Euro-Correspondent	 Belgium

Ackerl, Alfred	 Managing Director	 Eurofokus Management Consulting	 Austria

Ackerl, Renate	 Partner	 Eurofokus Management Consulting	 Austria

Ahlers, Theodore	 Director of Strategy 	 The World Bank	 USA 

	 and Operations, ECA Region

Alexandrov, Veltchko	 Chairman of Board of Directors, CEO	 ITA HOLD SRL	 Biulgaria

Altan, Ayse	 Coordinator / International Relations	 ISTANBUL AYDIN UNIVERSITESI	 Turkey

Andonovski, Jovan 	 First Secretary	 Embassy of the Republic	 Macedonia 

		  of Macedonia to Austria

Andre, Otto	 Head of Marketing & Communication	 Volksbank International AG	 Austria

Antevski, Zlatko	 Managing Lawyer	 Lawyers Antevski	 Macedonia

Antesberger, Georg, Dr.	 CEO	 Antesberger Power Consulting	 Austria

Aqrawi, Tariq, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of the Republic	 Iraq 

		  of Iraq to Austria

Arditti, Nicole	 Executive Director	 Lazard Investment Bank	 France

Arnaudov, Stefan	 Commrcial Representative Bulgaria	 Commercial Representation of Bulgaria	 Bulgaria

Arnekleiv, Silje	 Embassy Secretary 	 Royal Norwegian Embassy Vienna	 Norway

Assenova, Borjana	 Statistician	 The Vienna Institute for international	 Austria 

		  Economic Studies

Astrov, Vasily	 Staff Economist	 Vienna Institute for International	 Austria 

		  Economic Studies (wiiw)

Aubrunner, Wolfgang		  CISMO Clearing Integrated Services	 Austria 

		  and Market Operations GmbH

Auer, Josef	 Head of Relationship Management	 Bayern LB	 Germany 

	 Energy Clients

Auersperg, Ferdinand	 Managing Director	 Merckens Papier und Karton	 Austria 

		  HandelsgmbH & CoKG

Augustin, Werner	 Senior Management Consultant 	 WA TELECOMCONSULT	 Austria

Avzner, Toni	 CEO	 Papillon d.o.o.	 Slovenia

Aydin, Mustafa, Dr.	 Chairman of the Board of Trustees	 Istanbul Aydin University, Turkey 	 Turkey

 
B			 

Babic, Tatjana	 Team	 OBI Bau- und Heimwerkermärkte	 Austria 

		  Systemzentrale GmbH

Baeva-Maymunkova, Ivet	 Counsellor	 Council of Ministers Bulgaria	 Bulgaria

Badevski, Ilija			   Macedonia

Balabanov, Todor	 Senior Researcher	 IHS	 Austria

Basovski, Dragan	 Head Vienna Office	 Macedonain Airlines MAT	 Macedonia

Bartenstein, Martin, Dr.	 Federal Minister	 Federal Ministry of Economy	 Austria 

		  and Labour of Austria

Batricevic, Natasa	 Manager of Development Project	 Directorate for SME Development, 	 Montenegro 

		  Montenegro

Bauloski, Donco	 Commercial Director	 Donmak DOOEL	 Macedonia

Baubin, Christoph, Dr.	 CEO	 Austrocontrol	 Austria

Bauer, Bernhard 	 Director Regional Cluster	 Siemens AG Austria 	 Austria 

	 Managment

Bauer, Clemens	 Managing Partner	 Soravia Group	 Austria

Bauer, Reinhard	 Manager	 Farmer Solutions	 Austria

Bayhan, Ekrem	 Member 	 Marmara Foundation, Istanbul, Turkey 	 Turkey

Beaumont, Jayne 		  R.A.I.	 Austria

Belschlager, Claus	 Indexmanager	 Wiener Börse AG	 Austria

Belov, Igor	 Redaktionsleiter 	 Rossijskij Kurier (Budapest)	 Hungary

Belyus, Kurt O. 		  ENERGIE VISION	 Austria/

Romania

Bender, Horst	 Director	 HBExportberatung GmbH	 Austria

Berecz, Ferenc 	 Member of the Managing Board	 MCA AG	 Austria

Berger, Gerlinde, Dr. 	 Partner	 IVENTA International Management	 Austria 

		  Consulting GmbH

Bevanda, Vjekoslav, H.E.	 Minister	 Federal Ministry of Finance	 Bosnia and	

		  of Bosnia and Herzegovina	 Herzegovina

Bierwirth, Andreas, Dr.  	 Member of the Executive Board	 AUSTRIAN AIRLINES AG	 Austria 

	 and Chief Commercial Officer

Bilgen, Tevfik	 Vice Chairman	 DEIK, Foreign Economic Relations 	 Turkey 

		  Board of Turkey

Biscevic, Hidajet	 Secretary General	 SEECP and Regional	 BiH 

		  Cooperation Council

Blazevski, Aleksandar	 Director	 DPI	 Macedonia

Bleyer, Walter	 CEO	 Bleyer Financial Consulting KEG	 Austria

Bogensberger, Boris 	 Director	 BOGENSBERGER Vermessung	 Austria

Boh, Wolfgang	 Business Development	 EFKON AG	 Austrias

Bolkow, Ludwig	 Leiter der internationalen	 Deutsche Bahn AG	 Germany 

	 Außenbeziehungen

Bolfek, Andrej	 Authorised Officer	 IVENTA Croatia d.o.o.	 Croatia

Borojevic, Rade	 Secteretary of Industry Association	 Belgrade Chamber of Commerce	 Serbia

Borozan, Natascha	 Communications Management	 Representative Offices	 Austria 

		  of the City of Vienna

Borozan, Vesna, Dr. H.E	 Ambassador	 Embassy of the Republic	 Macedonia 

		  of Macedonia to Austria

Borze, Mike	 Managing Director	 BenQ Austria GmbH	 Austria

Boschert, Friedhelm, Dr.	 President of the Board	 Volksbank International AG	 Austria

Brandlmaier, Horst, Dr.	 Member of the Board	 CISMO Clearing Integrated Services	 Austria 

		  and Market Operations GmbH

Braumann, Winfried, Dr.	 Managing Director	 B&C Holding GmbH	 Austria

Braunwieser, Birgit	 Director Central and Eastern Europe	 Austrian Business Agency	 Austria

5th jubilee VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 
November 10th and 11th, 2008, Raiffeisen Zentral Bank, Vienna
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List of Participants List of Participants
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Breitenthaler, Wolfgang, Dr.	 Secretary General 	 Montenegrin Austrian Economic Forum	 Austria/

			   Montenegro

Bubits, Daniel	 Project Director	 VIE International Beteiligungs-	 Austria 

		  management mbH

Busek, Erhard, Dr.	 Special Co-ordinator	 Stability Pact for SEE /	 Austria 

	 of the Stability Pact	 Vienna Economic Forum

 

C			 

Cana, Edon	 Political Advisor	 Ministry of Foreign Affaires of Kosovo	 Kosovo

Cas, Milos	 Member of the Board	 Triglav Asset Management Company Ltd.	 Slovenia

Caspari, Manfred, Dr.	 Secretary General/Member of the	 IETI Europa	 Germany 

	 European People’s Party (EPP)

Cegir, Karolina	 Gas Expert	 Energy Community Secretariat	 Austria

Cerrahogly, Fadullah M., Dr.	 Managing Partner	 Cerrahoglu Law Firm	 Turkey

Cesnjaj, Roni	 Consultant	 Neumann International AG	 Austria

Charkhchian, Vahan		  Embassy of Armenia to Austria	 Armenia

Chornobryvko, Yevhen, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of Ukraine to Austria	 Ukraine

Ciceu, Jerome	 Chairman	 Verein EUROPAHAUS PULKAU	 Austria

Collins, James 	 Director	 Scot Communications Ltd	 UK

Cretu, Gabriela	 Electricity Expert	 Energy Community Secretariat	 Austria

Cunia, Claudia	 Direktor 	 Flugzeugmuseum “Aviaticum”	 Austria

Cvetkoski, Ile		  Bwin	 Macedonia

 
D			 

d’Aligny, Francois-Xavier	 Group Head, Multinational	 Erste Group	 Austria 

	 Relationship Management

Dakic, Sinisa	 Manager	 Ararat Life Arbitrage Fund	 Sweden

Daures, Pierre	 Special Advisor	 DALKIA Europe Centrale et Orientale	 France

Delchev, Deljan 	 Chairman of Municipal Council 	 Haskovo Municipal Council	 Bulgaria

Demel, Walter	 Senior Analyst	 Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG	 Austria

Demukaj, Agron	 Financial Director	 TRIANGLE G.C. INC BRANCH KOSOVA	 Kosovo

Denk, Petra 		  fishmedia Werbe- und	 Austria 

		  Verlagsgesellschaft mbH

Deri, Marianne, Dr.	 Head of Research CEE	 Egon Zehnder International	 Austria

Desmedt-Toncic, Yvonne 	 Coordinator for Bilateral	 Federal Ministry for European and	 Austria 

	 Information Agreements	 International Affaires of Austria

Diankov, Todor	 Head of Department	 Express Interfracht Int. Spedition GmbH	 Austria

Dimitrov, Dimitar	 Country Manager Macedonia, 	 AUSTRIAN AIRLINES AG	 Austria/MK, 

	 Montenegro and Kosovo		  ME, KS

Dimitrov, Georgi	 Attorney at law	 Georgi Dimitrov Attorneys	 Macedonia

Djordjevic, Biljana	 Project assistant	 International Organization	 Austria 

		  for Migration

Djuranovic, Stevo	 Acting as President of 	 Trade Court in Belgrade, Serbia	 Serbia 

	 Trade Court in Belgrade

Dobart, Anton, Dr.	 Head of Department	 Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, 	 Austria 

		  the Arts and Culture

Dobruna, Kujtim	 President	 ECIKS/IPAK-Vienna	 Kosovo

Donocik, Grzegorz	 Chief, Europe and NIS Programme	 UNIDO, United Nations Industrial	 Austria 

		  Development Organization

Doole, Rashid	 Key Account Manager	 Hulla & Co. Human Dynamics KG	 Austria

Dornak, Jiri	 Commercial Councelor	 Embassy of the Czech Republic	 Czech Republic

Dragaj, Adnan	 Political Advisor	 Ministry of Education, Science	 Kosovo 

		  and Technology in Kosovo

Dragicevic, Mirjana, Prof. Dr.	 Professor	 Faculty of Economics, Croatia	 Croatia

Drakoulis, Vassilios	 Business Consultant 	 LEOND LTD	 Greece

Drakulic, Zoran	 CEO	 YU Point D.O.O.	 Serbia

Drecun Mithans, Gordana 	 General manager	 SPEM Communication Group	 Slovenia

Drenovak, Mirjana 	 Team	 OBI Bau- und Heimwerkermärkte	 Austria/Serbia 

		  Systemzentrale GmbH

Dukic, Dubravka	 Director	 InfoReview	 Serbia

Dukic, Djordje	 President	 Union of ICT Societies, Belgrade	 Serbia

Dukhumbayar, Dorjpalam	 First Secretary	 Embassy of Mongolia to Austria	 Mongolia

Dvornic, Eugen 	 Deputy Director General 	 State Agency for Civil Aviation, 	 Moldova 

		  Moldova

Dworak, Oliver	 Managing Director	 austropapier	 Austria

Dzombic, Aleksandar, H.E	 Minister 	 Ministry of Finance of the Repubic	 Bosnia and 

		  of Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina	 Herzegovina
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Eberhardt, Dieter	 Ministerialrat	 Bundeskanzleramt Austria	 Austria

Eckenschwiller, Conrad	 Special Advisor	 BOUYGUES 	 France

El Amad, Anwar  	 PR	 Embassy of the Sultanate	 Oman 

		  of Oman to Austria

Enkhsaikhan, 	 Ambassador of Mongolia	 Embassy of Mongolia to Austria	 Mongolia 

Jargalsaikhan, H.E.

Eremia, Alexandra	 Beteiligungsmanagement	 Kommunalkredit Austria AG	 Austria

Erentok, Ahmet	 Chairman of the Board	 Azerbaycan Türkiye Business	 Azerbaijan 

		  Association (ATIB)

Erichsen, Bredo 	 Managing Director	 Statkraft Albania	 Albania
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Fazekas, Michael, Dr.	 Managing Director	 VIE Int. Beteilligungs-	 Austria 

		  management GmbH

Fehlinger, Gunther	 Consultant		  Austria

Feldhofer, Norbert	 Director	 Federal Chancellery Austria	 Austria

Ferah, Aykut	 General Manager Redbull Turkey	 Redbull Turkey	 Turkey

Fercher, Erich	 Public Administration Trainee	 Federal Ministry for European	 Austria 

		  and International Affairs, Austria

Fichtinger, Markus	 Managing Director	 Aktienforum	 Austria

Fink, Karl	 General Director	 Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG, 	 Austria 

		  Vienna Insurance Group

Foissy, Sylvia	 Editor	 GEWINN	

Forst-Battaglia, Jakub, Dr.	 Former Ambassador/	 Bundesministerium für europäische	 Austria 

	 Minister Plenipotentiary	 und internationale Angelegenheiten

Forster, Wolfgang J., Dr.	 Management Consultant		  Austria

Forstinger, Monika, Dr.		  Proquest	 Austria

Franke, Angelika 		  BOGENSBERGER Vermessung	 Austria

Fremuth, Walter, Prof. Dr.	 Advisor		  Austria

Fritsch, Monika		  Dorotheum GesmbH & CoKG	 Austria

Fritz, Joachim, Dr.	 Secretary General	 Institut der Regionen Europas (IRE)	 Austria
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Gabart, Stephan	 Head of Business Development	 GDF Suez	 Austria 

	 CE and CEE	

Gajdek, Joanna	 Manager ON Consulting	 Austrian Standards Institute	 Austria

Gamper, Wolfgang E.	 President	 Securicom	 Austria

Garcevic, Vesko, H.E.	 Ambassador	 Embassy of the Republic	 Montenegro 

		  of Montenegro to Austria

Gasser, Hans, Dr.	 Director of the Board	 WirtschaftsBlatt Verlag	 Austria 

		  Aktiengesellschaft

Genov, Peter	 Economic Cooperations	 Representative Offices	 Austria 

		  of the City of Vienna

Georgiev, Elmir			   Austria

Georigievski, Gjorgji	 Attorney at law	 Georgi Dimitrov Attorneys	 Macedonia

Geschke, Michael	 General Manager Hödlmayr	 Hödlmayr International AG	 Austria 

	 Romania

Gehart, Friedrich, Dr.			   Austria

Gerhart, Iliana	 Client Service Director	 MAB	 Austria

Gestakovski, Marjan		  Securicom	 Austria

Gicevski, Nace	 Civil Engineer		  Macedonia

Girkinger, Willibald, DDr.	 Studiengangsleiter	 FH-OÖ Studienbetriebs GmbH	 Austria

Gjoreska, Aleksandra	 Executive Coordinator	 Southeast European Cooperative	 Austria 

		  Initiative -SECI

Goncearova, Daria 	 First Secretary	 Embassy of the Republic of Moldova	 Moldova 

		  to the Republic of Austria

Goutas, Lydia 	 Managing Partner	 Lehner Executive Partners GmbH	 Austria

Granat, Alexander	 Senior Consultant	 Neumann International 	 Austria

Grandov, Gordana	 CEO	 Media Link	 Croatia

Granser, Ullrich, Dr.	 Managing Director	 BFE Medien	 Austria

Gravert-Jenny, Ulrike 	 Managing Director	 GJP International	 Austria

Groendahl, Boris	 Chief Correspondent, Austria	 Reuters	 Austria

Gros, Ivan	 Managing Director	 GRIMEX Holding GmbH	 Austria
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