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History of a Vision 

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Erhard Busek
President 

Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva
Secretary General 

Dear Members of Vienna Economic Forum!

We have the pleasure to report about another successful Vienna Economic Forum year 2012!

Vienna Economic Forum is proud that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations at its 
Substantive Session of July 2012 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions (NGOs) to grant Special consultative status to Vienna Economic Forum. The Special consultative status of 
Vienna Economic Forum enables us to actively engage with ECOSOC and its subsidiary bodies, as well as with the 
United Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds and agencies in a number of ways. 

In 2012 we organized „Vienna Economic Talks – Sofia Meeting“ under the motto „Liberalisation of Markets in 
the Region South-Eastern Europe“ in cooperation with the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) in 
April, „Vienna Economic Talks – Meet Turkey in Vienna 2012“ under the motto „Turkey – Important Player 
in the Regional Economy“ in cooperation with Vienna Insurance Group, Ray Sigorta A.S. Turkey and Verbund AG in 
June, and our 9th Vienna Economic Forum „Quo vadis, Europe? Regional Cooperation for European  
Integration“ in November 2012 in Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna, Austria.

This year our 11th Traditional Garden Party „Culinary and musical journey through the partner countries 
of Vienna Economic Forum“ took place in the garden of the Embassy of Ukraine. According to our motto „for a  
better understanding“ we had the reason to celebrate one event together, which also unites all people around the 
world, entrepreneurs, politicians, artists and sportsmen – the European Football Championship, which took place in 
this year both in Ukraine and in Poland and we want to thank the Ambassador of Ukraine and the whole VEF- 
Ambassadors Committee for our outstanding and intensive good cooperation.

The 9th Vienna Economic Forum was another successful event of the year. We had the great pleasure to welcome 
in the wonderful location of Palais Niederösterreich around 480 participants from 36 countries throughout the 
world together with H.E. Dr. Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, H.E. Mr. Werner 
Faymann, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria and Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. Dr. Erwin 
Pröll, Governor of Lower Austria, H.E. Dr. Maria Fekter, Federal Minister of Finance of the Republic of  
Austria, and several more Prime Ministers, Ministers and high-ranking participants from the whole region 
took part actively.

Let us congratulate Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of Österreichische Post AG, to the Nomination of Österreichische Post 
AG with the „Vienna Economic Forum Award for the Partner of the Year 2012“. 

Thank you again and we are looking forward to another successful year and to the Jubilee  
10th Vienna Economic Forum on 24-25 November 2013 in Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna! 

Your
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Facsimile Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations

United Nations  Nations Unies

Non-Governmental Organizations Branch
Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
DC1-1480, 1 U.N. Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017   •   Tel.  (212) 963-8652   •   Fax (212) 963-9248 

Website:   www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo    •   Contact: www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo/contact

27 July 2012

Dear NGO Representative,

I am pleased to inform you that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its Substantive Session of 
July 2012 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to 
grant Special consultative status to your organization Vienna Economic Forum. On behalf of all staff of 
the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch, please accept our heartfelt congratulations.

        Consultative status for an organization enables it to actively engage with ECOSOC and its subsidiary 
bodies, as well as with the United Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds and agencies in a number of ways. 
In order to better understand this relationship, we take this opportunity to provide some critical information 
about the privileges that consultative status with ECOSOC confers on your organization, as well as the 
obligations that your organization will be required to meet under this relationship. We therefore urge you 
to take the time to carefully review the information we have provided below.

Privileges and benefits of consultative status

1)   ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31

Arrangements for consultations with NGOs are regulated by ECOSOC resolution 1996/31, adopted by 
the Council on 25 July 1996. Please review the entire resolution at: 
http://csonet.org/content/documents/199631.pdf  for detailed information . It provides information on 
ways to participate in the work of the Council, including opportunities to organizations such as yours 
to consult with Member States and the United Nations system at large, based on the nature and scope 
of work that your organization undertakes. Consultative relationship with NGOs also enables the 
Council or one of its bodies to seek expert information or advice from organizations with special 
competence in a subject matter.

Consultative status allows you to be informed about the provisional agenda of the Economic and 
Social Council;

 

.../..
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BoardBoard

BOARD OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

chair

Dr. Erhard BUSEK � President
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

Dkfm. Karl FINK � Vice-President	
General Manager, Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG, 
Vienna Insurance Group

Ambassador Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA� Secretary General
Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT � Financial Referent
Chairman and CEO, SBERBANK Europe	

Mag. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ � Board Member
Member of the Board, EVN AG

Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER � Board Member
CEO, Telekom Austria Group
Dr. Karsten BENZ� Board Member
CCO, Austrian Airlines AG
Dr. Ognian DONEV� Board Member
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Executive Director, Sopharma PLC
Dr. Peter HAROLD� Board Member
Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG

Ing. Wolfgang HESOUN� Board Member
General Director, SIEMENS AG
Mr. Christo ILIEV, MRICS� Board Member
Executive Chairman, AG Capital AD, Bulgaria,  
President of Association of the Family Business, Bulgaria
Dr. Wolfgang KINDL  � Board Member
Member of the Board, UNIQA Versicherungen AG

Dr. Gabriel LANSKY� Board Member
Partner, LANSKY, GANZGER + partner
Mag. Heinz MESSINGER� Board Member
Managing Director, AME International GmbH
Dr. Willibald PLESSER� Board Member
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER � Board Member
Member of the Board, Verbund
Dr. Veit SORGER� Board Member
President of the Advisory Board, Mondi AG
Mag. Alois STEINBICHLER � Board Member
Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria
Dkfm. Dr. Herbert STEPIC � Board Member
CEO, Raiffeisen Bank International AG

Dr. Karl STOSS � Board Member
CEO, CASINOS Austria AG	
CEO, Österreichische Lotterien Ges.m.b.H.	
DI Peter UMUNDUM� Board Member
Member of the Board, CEO, Österreichische Post AG
Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT � Board Member
President of the Board of Directors, NOVOMATIC AG

BOARD MEMBERS
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Patrons / Ambassadors

HONORARY COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
Dr. Josef TAUS, Member of the Supervisory Board, Management Trust Holding AG,  
First President of Vienna Economic Forum
Dr. Wolfgang SCHÜSSEL, Former Federal Chancellor of Austria
Dr. Martin BARTENSTEIN, Former Federal Minister of Economy of the Republic of Austria 
Dr. Klaus LIEBSCHER, Former Governor of the Austrian National Bank
Prof. Dr. Suzanne RÖDLER, Medical Specialist for internal Medicine and Cardiology,  
Medical University of Vienna AKH
KR Dkfm. Elisabeth GÜRTLER, CEO, Hotel Sacher Vienna
Dr. Walter ROTHENSTEINER, Chairman, Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG
Mr. Heinz SUNDT, General Director a.D., Telekom Austria AG
Dr. h.c. Karl BLECHA, Former Federal Minister 
Mag. Josef MAYER, Former Vice Minister of the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Austria
Dr. Rudolf GRUBER, Former President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG, Founding Member
Dr. Georg PÖLZL, CEO, Österreichische Post AG
Dr, Andreas BRANDSTETTER, Member of the Board, UNIQA Versicherungen AG
DI Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER, Chairman of the Managing Board, Verbund AG
Dr. Burkhard HOFER, President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Mag. Andreas TREICHL, CEO, Erste Group Bank AG
Amb. Prof. Dr. Vesna Borozan, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Skopje

H.E. Dr. Vili MINAROLLI, Ambassador of the Republic of Albania
H.E. Dr. Tanja MILASINOVIC MARTINOVIC, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Ms. Elena SHEKERLETOVA, Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria
H.E. Dr. Sabri KIQMARI, Ambassador of the Republic of Kosovo
H.E. Mr. Gordan BAKOTA, Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Dr. Gjorgji FILIPOV, Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Valeriu CHIVERI, Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova
H.E. Ms. Dragana RADULOVIC, Ambassador of Montenegro
H.E. Mr. Aleksander GERZINA, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
H.E. Ms. Ayse SEZGIN, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey 
H.E. Mr. Andrij BERESNYJ, Ambassador of Ukraine

H.E. Mr. Werner FAYMANN, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria
H.E. Sali BERISHA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania 
H.E. Vjekoslav BEVANDA, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Boyko BORISSOV, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria
H.E. Zoran MILANOVIC, Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Hashim THACI, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo
H.E. Nikola GRUEVSKI, Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Vladimir FILAT, Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova
H.E. Milo DJUKANOVIC, Prime Minister of Montenegro
H.E. Janez JANSA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia	

Governors / Presidents of Chambers of Economy / Honorary Committee

Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Ewald NOWOTNY, Governor of Oesterreichische Nationalbank
Mr. Ardian FULLANI, Governor of the Bank of Albania
Mr. Kemal KOZARIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Ivan ISKROV, Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Bulgaria
Mr. Željko ROHATINSKI, Governor of the Croatian National Bank
Mr. Gani GERGURI, Governor of the Central Bank of Kosovo
Mr. Dimitar BOGOV, Governor of the National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia
Mr. Dorin DRAGUTANU, Governor of the National Bank of Moldova
Mr. Radoje ZUGIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Montenegro
Mr. Marko KRANJEC, Governor of the Bank of Slovenia

COMMITTEE OF PRESIDENTS OF CHAMBERS OF ECONOMY 
OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
Dr. Christoph LEITL, President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Mr. Nikolin JAKA, President, Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Tirana, Albania
Mr. Bojidar DANEV, President, Bulgarian Industrial Association 
Mr. Nadan VIDOŠEVIĆ, President, Croatian Chamber of Economy 
Mr. Safet GERXHALIU, President, Kosova Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Gheorghe CUCU, President, Economic Chamber of Moldova
Mr. Velimir MIJUŠKOVIĆ, President, Chamber of Economy of Montenegro
Mr. Samo HRIBAR MILIČ, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia
Mr. Serguiy SKRIPCHENKO, President, Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

GOVERNORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
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3–4 April 2012, Sofia

Vienna Economic Talks – Sofia Meeting 2012

„Liberalisation of Markets in the Region South-Eastern Europe“

in cooperation with  
the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)

3–4 April 2012

Family Foto with H.E. Mr. Gerhard Reiweger, Ambassador of the Republic of Austria to Bulgaria, Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. Ms. Lilyana Pavlova, Minister of Labour and 
Social Policy of the Republic of Bulgaria, Dr. Peter Harold, Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Prof. Dr. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, Dr. Michael Angerer, Trade Commissioner  
of the Republic of Austria
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Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna Economic Forum, and Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Secretary 
General, had the pleasure to welcome approximately 190 participants from 16 states (Albania, Austria, 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Kosovo, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Nether-
lands, Poland, Romania, Serbia, and Slovakia). 
 
The meeting was organised under the Patronage of Prime Minister and Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Mr. Boyko Borissov. The Bulgarian Government was strongly represented. The Bulgarian Minister 
of Regional Development and Public Works, H.E. Lilyana Pavlova, the Bulgarian Minister of Labour and 
Social Policy, H.E. Totyu Mladenov, the Bulgarian Minister for Transport and ITC, H.E. Ivailo  
Moskovski, the Bulgarian Deputy Minister of Economy, Energy and Tourism, Mr. Valentin Nikolov, as 
well as the Deputy Mayor of Sofia, Mr. Doncho Barbalov, participated at the meeting. 
 
The liberalisation of markets in the region is an important prerequisite to strengthen economic relations. 
The liberalisation of the energy market, of the labour market, of post service, of radio frequencies and of 
electronic services in the region, as well as the protection of competition and experiences of foreign inves-
tors in different sectors were the main topics of Vienna Economic Talks – Sofia Meeting 2012. 

Interesting Statements and discussions about the conference topics led to numerous contacts and business 
of pragmatic character, to which all participants contributed actively.

Vienna Economic Talks – sofia Meeting 2012 
„Liberalisation of Markets in the Region South-Eastern Europe“

INVESTBULGARIA
AGENCY

БЪЛГАРСКА ТЪРГОВСКО-ПРОМИШЛЕНА ПАЛАТА

BULGARIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

Vienna Economic Forum thanks all its members for the active participation at  
„Vienna Economic Talks – Sofia Meeting 2012“ and especially the Embassy of Austria  

to Bulgaria and the following partners for their support: 

3–4 April 2012, Sofia
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VET – Sofia Meeting 2012

SECOND PLENARY SESSION

LIBERALISATION OF THE ENERGY MARKET.
PROTECTION OF COMPETITION

MODERATION
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice Chancellor of Austria,  
President of Vienna Economic Forum

IMPULSE STATEMENT
H.E. Mr. Delyan DOBREV, Minister of Economy,  
Energy and Tourism of the Republic of Bulgaria 

MAIN STATEMENT and CONCLUSION
Mr. Jörg SOLLFELNER, Country Manager, EVN AG, Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

PANELISTS 
Mr. Svetoslav IVANOV, Deputy Executive Director, Overgas Inc. AD, Bulgaria
Amb. Prof. Dr. Vesna BOROZAN, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University, Skopje, Macedonia, 
ECEE-Member, Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 
Ms. Boriana MANOLOVA, CEO, Sector EOOD, Siemens AG Austria, Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum 
Dr. Theodor THANNER, Director General of the Austrian Competition Authority 
Ms. Angelina MILEVA, Deputy Chairman, Commission on Protection of Competition, 
Bulgaria 
Ms. Violeta STANICIC, Head of Office, European Parliament‘s office in Bulgaria
Ms. Dessislava FESSENKO, Senior Attorney, Pavlov and Partners Law Firm in cooperation 
with CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz
Mr. Peter Georg FINK, Case Handler, Austrian Competition Authority

Q and A Session  
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

LUNCH BREAK hosted by INVEST BULGARIA AGENCY

THIRD PLENARY SESSION

EXPERIENCES OF FOREIGN INVESTORS IN DIFFERENT SECTORS
IN THE REGION 

MODERATION and STATEMENT
Mr. Borislav STEFANOV, Executive Director, InvestBulgaria Agency 

Program

19:30 p.m.

8:00–9:00 a.m.

8:45–8:55 a.m.

9:00–10:30 a.m.

10:30–11:00 a.m.

RECEPTION on the occasion of Vienna Economic Talks – Sofia Meeting, 2012
hosted by H.E. Mr. Gerhard REIWEGER, Ambassador of Republic of Austria to Bulgaria
(by personal invitation only)

Location  
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Iskar Street 9, 1058 Sofia

REGISTRATION 
Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised for Vienna Economic Forum Members 

FAMILY PHOTO SESSION (by invitation)

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

OVERVIEW AND VISIONS FOR THE LIBERALISATION  
OF THE REGIONAL MARKET

MODERATION and OPENING
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board,  
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum
	
WELCOME ADDRESS
H. E. Mr. Boyko BORISSOV, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria,  
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

MAIN STATEMENTS
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice Chancellor of Austria,  
President of Vienna Economic Forum
H.E. Ms. Lilyana PAVLOVA, Minister of Regional Development and  
Public Works of the Republic of Bulgaria 

STATEMENTS
Mr. Andreas MAIERHOFER, CEO, MobilTel AD Bulgaria 
Mr. Tsvetan SIMEONOV, President, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI)
Dr. Peter HAROLD, Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Austria
Prof. Dr. Agni Vlavianos ARVANITIS, Founder and President, Biopolitics International 
Organisation, Athens, Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

Q and A Session  
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK

3 april 2012 

4 april 2012 

11:00 a.m.– 
12:30 p.m.

13:30–3:00 p.m.

12:30–1:30 p.m.

3–4 April 2012, Sofia
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MAIN STATEMENTS
H.E. Mr. Ivailo MOSKOVSKI, Minister for Transport, Information Technology and  
Communications of the Republic of Bulgaria 
Ms. Jordanka FANDAKOVA, Mayor of Sofia Municipality 
	
STATEMENTS
Mr. Dieter MEYER, Managing Director, Verbund Renewable Power GmbH,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Rumen YANTCHEV, CEO, Bulstrad Vienna Insurance Group,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Prof. Gjoke ULDEDAJ, Member of Parliament, Parliamentary Commission on Economy 
and Finance, Albania
Dr. Michael ANGERER, Trade Commissioner of the Republic of Austria, Bulgaria
Ms. Teodora BOTEVA, International Business Development Manager,  
OMV Gas & Power GmbH, Austria

Q and A Session  
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

LIBERALISATION OF THE LABOUR MARKET IN THE REGION

MODERATION and STATEMENT
Mr. Kiril ZHELJAZKOV, Director, Bulgarian Industrial Association (BIA)	

IMPULSE STATEMENT
Dr. Barbara KOLM, Director of the Board, F. A. v. Hayek Institute, Partner of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Austria

MAIN STATEMENT
H.E. Mr. Totyu MLADENOV, Minister of Labour and Social Policy of the  
Republic of Bulgaria

STATEMENTS
Mr. Nikolin JAKA, President, Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Tirana, Albania 
Mr. Branko AZESKI, President, Economic Chamber of Macedonia 
Mr. Safet GERXHALIU, President, Kosova Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Ivan SAVELJIC, Vice President, Chamber of Economy of Montenegro 
Ms. Mirena KOLEVA, Director, WIFI Bulgaria 

Q and A Session  
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

CONCLUSION
Mr. Tsvetan SIMEONOV, President, Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, Secretary General  
of Vienna Economic Forum

Followed by COCKTAIL for all participants  
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

END OF VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS – SOFIA MEETING 2012

3:00–3:30 p.m.

3:30–5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.

VET – Sofia Meeting 2012 3–4 April 2012, Sofia



Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum,  
Mr. Tsvetan Simeonov, 
President, Bulgarian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industy 
(BCCI), H.E. Ms. Lilyana 
Pavlova, Minister of Labour and 
Social Policy of the Republic of 
Bulgaria

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva, H.E. Mr. Gerhard  
Reiweger, Ambassador of the  
Republic of Austria to Bulgaria,  
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of  
Vienna Economic Forum,  
Mr. Tsvetan Simeonov, President, 
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industy (BCCI), H.E. Ms. Lilyana 
Pavlova, Minister of Labour and 
Social Policy of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Mr. Andreas Maierhofer, 
CEO, MobilTel AD Bulgaria

The Chair of the  
First Plenary Session

18 19

First Plenary Session 

H.E. Ms. Lilyana Pavlova, Minister 
of Labour and Social Policy of the 
Republic of Bulgaria

Photo Gallery

VET – Sofia Meeting 2012 3–4 April 2012, Sofia



Ms, Angelina Mileva, Deputy 
Chairman, Commission on  
Protection of Competition,  

Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Dr. Erhard 

Busek, President of Vienna  
Economic Forum

Mr. Jörg Sollfelner, Country 
Manager, EVN AG, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum,  
Mr. Svetoslav Ivanov, Deputy  
Executive Director,  
Overgas Inc. AD

Mr. Tsvetan Simeonov, President, Bulgarian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industy (BCCI), 
H.E. Mr. Gerhard Reiweger, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Austria to Bulgaria

Intensive Talks during  
Vienna Economic Talks –  

Sofia Meeting 2012

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva, Dr. Erhard Busek,  
President of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Mr. Svetoslav Ivanov, Deputy  
Executive Director, Overgas Inc. AD, 
Mr. Jörg Sollfelner, Country Manager, 
EVN AG, Member of Vienna Economic 
Forum

20 21

VET – Sofia Meeting 2012 3–4 April 2012, Sofia



Ms. Violeta Stanicic, Head of Office,  
European Parliament‘s office in Bulgaria

H.E. Mr. Totyu Mladenov, Minister of Labour 
and Social Policy of the Republic of Bulgaria, 
Mr. Kiril Zheljazkov, Director, Bulgarian 
Industrial Association	

Mr. Borislav Stefanov, Executive  
Director, InvestBulgaria Agency,  

Mr. Doncho Barbalov, Deputy Mayor, 
Municipality Sofia, H.E. Mr. Ivailo 
Moskovski, Minister for Transport, 

Information Technology and  
Communications of the Republic of 

Bulgaria Audience

Mr. Borislav Stefanov, Executive 
Director, InvestBulgaria Agency,  
Mr. Doncho Barbalov, Deputy Mayor, 
Municipality Sofia, H.E. Mr. Ivailo 
Moskovski, Minister for Transport, 
Information Technology and  
Communications of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Mr. Tsvetan Simeonov, President, 
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industy (BCCI), H.E. Mr. Gerhard 
Reiweger, Ambassador of the  
Republic of Austria to Bulgaria, 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva, H.E. Mr. Totyu Mladenov, 
Minister of Labour and Social Policy 
of the Republic of Bulgaria,  
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum
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Mr. Nikolin Jaka, President, 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

of Tirana, Albania, Dr. Barbara 
Kolm, Director of the Board,  

F. A. v. Hayek Institute, Strategic 
Partner of Vienna Economic 

Forum, Austria, Mr. Kiril  
Zheljazkov, Director, Bulgarian 

Industrial Association,  
Ms. Mirena Koleva, Director, WIFI 

Bulgaria, Mr. Ivan Saveljic, Vice 
President, Chamber of Economy  

of Montenegro

Mr. Tsvetan Simeonov, President, 
Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industy (BCCI), Mr. Nikolin 
Jaka, President, Chamber of  
Commerce & Industry of Tirana, 
Albania, Dr. Barbara Kolm,  
Director of the Board,  
F. A. v. Hayek Institute, Strategic 
Partner of Vienna Economic 
Forum, Austria
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Overhead
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Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Christo ILIEV, MRICS

Executive Chairman, AG Capital AD, Bulgaria,  
President of Association of the Family Business, Bulgaria

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Health Care and  
Hospital Planning
AME International GmbH is a comprehensive partner in the field of health care with over 
17 years of experience on an international level. As a total solution provider we unite know-
how and competence in the field of hospital projects and provide customer-tailored solutions 
for our clients. Our customers receive comprehensive concepts for the realization of their 
projects and are supported by our competencies at all stages of the project.

Our scope of service comprises:

– Project Development
– Consulting
– Financial Services
– Implementation
– Know-how Transfer
– After Sales Service

In the field of:

– Medical Technology
– Hospital IT-Solutions (Total Hospital Information System)
– Turn Key Projects (planning and establishment of hospitals)
– e-Health

With our successful strategy of creating long term business relationships we have achieved 
corporate presence across the globe with subsidiaries and affiliates in Europe, Middle East, 
Asia and Africa.

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Mag. Heinz MESSINGER

Managing Director, AME International GmbH

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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30 31Earn Miles with Miles & More.Earn Miles with Miles & More.

Chicagoooooh!
Fly with Austrian Airlines to Chicago and enjoy the comfort of the new 
Austrian Business Class with a full fl at bed and fi rst-class service.

001456T3_aua_chicago1_ViennaEconomicForum_148,5x210_COE.indd   1 29.01.13   10:32

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Karsten BENZ

CCO, Austrian Airlines AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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„Culinary and musical journey through the partner countries of  
Vienna Economic Forum“

11th Traditional Garden Party 

Traditional folklore dances

15 June 2012 

15 June 2012, Vienna 
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11th Traditional Garden Party

15 June 2012, Vienna 

The Board of Vienna Economic Forum together with the Ambassadors of the Member Countries invited to 
the 11th Traditional Garden Party „Culinary and musical journey through the partner countries of Vienna 
Economic Forum“.
 
This year the Garden Party took place in the garden of the Embassy of Ukraine, and was organized 
together with H.E. Mr. Andrii Bereznyi, Ambassador of Ukraine. According to our motto „for a better 
understanding“ we had the reason to celebrate one event together, which also unites all people around the 
world, entrepreneurs, politicians, artists and sportsmen – the European Football Championship, which took 
place both in Ukraine and in Poland. 
 

The Ambassadors Committee of Vienna Economic Forum was represented by:
• H.E. Dr. Vili MINAROLLI, Ambassador of Albania
• H.E. Tanja MILASINOVIC MARTINOVIC, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina
• H.E. Mag. Elena SHEKERLETOVA, Ambassador of Bulgaria
• H.E. Dr. Sabri KIQMARI, Ambassador of Kosovo
• H.E. Prof. Dr. Gjorgji FILIPOV, Ambassador of Macedonia
• H.E. Valeriu CHIVERI, Ambassador of Moldawia 
• H.E. Dragana RADULOVIC, Ambassador of Montenegro
• H.E. Silvia DAVIDOIU, Ambassador of Romania
• H.E. Aleksander GERZINA, Ambassador of Slovenia 
• Councellor Mag. Silvio KUS, Embassy of Croatia
• Councellor Ms. Ayse Selcan SANLI, Turkey 

The artistic presentations were the highlight of the evening as in the years before, and the guests enjoyed 
the artists from Ukraine, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Romania.
The audience of more than 350 participants celebrated with good mood, delicious culinary specialities and 
musical performances. The unique atmosphere was a proof of how much people have in common.  
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11th Traditional Garden Party 15 June 2012, Vienna 

Photo Gallery

Specialities from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Mag. Rositsa Valcheva and  
Mag. Eva Stockhammer of the 

team of Vienna Economic Forum

Preparation of the Albanian stand „I feel Slovenia“
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11th Traditional Garden Party 15 June 2012, Vienna 

Watching the European Football 
Championship …

… and enjoying …

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva and H.E. Dr. med. Zuheir 
Elwazer, Ambassador of Palestine

… discussing …
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11th Traditional Garden Party 15 June 2012, Vienna 

Musical performance of traditional 
songs from Macedonia …

… Romania …

… Kosovo …

… and culinary pleasure …
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sponsoring.casinos.at   Serviceline +43 (0) 50 777 50

13051 Casinos_PL_2013_A5.indd   1 28.01.13   11:10

Dr. Karl STOSS 

CEO, CASINOS Austria AG	

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Fünf Geschäftsfelder.
Einundzwanzig Länder.
Dreieinhalb Millionen Kunden.
Meine EVN.

Verwurzelt in Niederösterreich
Erfolgreich in Europa.

EVN_Anzeige_A5.indd   1 23.01.13   12:07

Mag. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ 

Member of the Board, EVN AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum



Family Foto in Ringturm with high-ranking representatives of the Turkish economy and  
Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Vienna Economic Talks – Meet Turkey in Vienna 

18–19 June 2012, Vienna

„Turkey – Important Player in the Regional Economy“

47

18–19 June 2012, Vienna

in cooperation with Vienna Insurance Group,  
Ray Sigorta A.S. and Verbund AG
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After two successful conferences of Vienna Economic Talks in the years 2007 and 2011 in Istanbul, and as 
an answer to the more and more intensive Austrian-Turkish economic relations and to welcome high ranking 
representatives of the Turkish economy in Vienna, Vienna Economic Forum was proud of the large interest of 
companies and decision makers from Austria, Turkey and the whole region to this special edition of Vienna 
Economic Talks about Turkey in 2012.

 Topics were:
• Turkey – Partner with Dynamic Economic Development
• Turkey – Important Player in the Regional Economy 
• Experiences and Concrete Success Stories – Ask the Pioneers of Regional Cooperation 
• Share your Visions – Economic Perspectives for the Region

President Dr. Erhard Busek and Secretary General Dr. Elena Kirtcheva could welcome 200 participants 
from 16 countries (apart from Austria and Turkey also Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, France, Kosovo, Liechtenstein, Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Switzerland). 

The opening on the first day took place in Ringturm of Vienna Insurance Group and Dr. Martin Simhandl, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Insurance Group, Member of Vienna Economic Forum welcomed the high-
ranking participants. On the second day the meeting took place in Beletage, with support of Verbund AG 
and we are proud about the participation and hospitality of Verbund AG and Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, 
Member of the Board of Verbund AG and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum.
 
Also a high-ranking delegation from Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DE

.
IK) under Mr. F. Sadi 

Gücüm, Member of the Board of Cukurova Holding A.S. and Member of Vienna Economic Forum was 
welcomed, and a high delegation of Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation (TÜRKONFED) under its 
President Mr. Erdem Cenesiz. 
 
During „Vienna Economic Talks – Meet Turkey in Vienna 2012“ a Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum and Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation (TÜRKONFED) was 
signed, to deepen the cooperation between the two organisations. 
 
In the frame of the event and as an important sign of the growing economic relations in different sectors of 
the regional cooperation, the opening of a new branch of DenizBankAG, Member of Vienna Economic 
Forum, was celebrated in Baden. The opening took place with Mr. Hakan Ates, CEO of DenizBank Financial 
Services Group, together with Mr. Ahmet Mesut Ersoy, CEO of DenizBankAG Austria and Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum. As representative of the Government of Lower Austria and representing Governor 
Dr. Erwin Pröll, Ms. Dipl. Päd. Erika Adensamer welcomed the many participants.

Vienna Economic Talks – Meet Turkey in Vienna
„Turkey – Important Player in the Regional Economy“ 

18–19 June 2012, Vienna
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VET – Meet Turkey in Vienna 

Program
18 june 2012

18–19 June 2012, Vienna

LOCATION 
Ringturm – Vienna Insurance Group,  
Schottenring 30, 1010 Vienna

REGISTRATION 
Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings,  
organised for Vienna Economic Forum Members

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation)

DAY 1 – OPENING SESSION

Turkey – Partner with Dynamic Economic Development 

Moderation and Opening 
Dr. Martin SIMHANDL, Member of the Board, Vienna Insurance Group,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Welcome Address
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

Main Statement 
Mr. Levent SISMANOGLU, General Manager, Member of the Board Ray Sigorta A.S.  

Statements
Mr. Selahattin HAKMAN, President of Energy Unit, Haci Ömer Sabanci Holding A.S.,  
Chairman of Enerjisa Group
Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER, Member of the Board, VERBUND AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Hakan ATES, CEO, DenizBank Financial Services Group 
Mr. Franz BICHLER, CEO, Erste Securities  
Istanbul Menkul Degerler A.S. 
Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT, CEO, Volksbank International AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Alp Halil YÖRUK, Head of Corporate Communications and Government Affairs,  
Siemens Sanayi ve Ticaret A.S. 
Mr. Gokce KABATEPE, Managing Director, Raiffeisen Investment Turkey
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY, Lansky, Ganzger + Partner Attorneys,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Reception for the Participants of Vienna Economic Talks –  
Meet Turkey in Vienna

LOCATION  
Beletage – Vereinshaus des Österreichischen Ingenieur- und Architekten- 
Vereins, Eschenbachgasse 9, 1010 Vienna

REGISTRATION and COFFEE hosted by BÄREN BATTERIE GMBH

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

DAY 2 – FIRST PLENARY SESSION

Turkey – Important Player in the Regional Economy  

Moderation and Opening 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board,  
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

Introductory Statement 
H. E. Ms. Ayse SEZGIN, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the Republic of Austria

Main Statements 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria
Ms. Bernadette GIERLINGER, Vice Minister,  
Economic Policy and European Integration, Federal  
Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth of Austria 

Statements
Mr. Erdem CENESIZ, President, Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation  
(TÜRKONFED)
Mr. Peter UMUNDUM, Member of the Board,  
Österreichische Post AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Konstantin BEKOS, Commercial Counsellor, AußenwirtschaftsCenter Ankara,  
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Mr. Cafer OKRAY, Chairman, Udas Consulting A.S.,  
Member of the Marmara Group Foundation, Partner of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Member of DE

.
IK 

Dr. Farid SIGARI-MAJD, Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
Ms. Canan CELEBIOGLU TOKGÖZ, Deputy Chairman, Celebi Aviation Holding AS 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Memorandum of Understanding 
Signing Ceremony between Vienna Economic Forum and Turkish Enterprise and  
Business Confederation (TÜRKONFED)

16:30 p.m. 

Followed by

16:45 p.m. 

17:00-18:45 p.m. 

19 june 2012

8:00–9:00 a.m. 

8:45–8:55 a.m. 

9:00–10:45 a.m. 

Followed by
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NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK 

DAY 2 – SECOND PLENARY SESSION

Experiences and Concrete Success-Stories
Ask the Pioneers of Regional Cooperation

Moderation and Statement 
Mr. Bernhard RABERGER, CFO, Enerjisa, Verbund/Sabanci Joint Venture,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Main Statement 
Mr. Bruno DENIS, Head of Division Turkey, European Investment Bank 

Statements
Mr. Ömer SÜSLI, President, Turkish Businessmen Association in Romania (TIAD),  
Chairman of DE

.
IK, Turkish-World Business Council Balkan Region Committee,  

Member of UBCCE
Mr. Otto MUSILEK, E-On Gas Storage GmbH, Member of Vienna Economic Forum, Austria
Ms. Dragijana Radonjic PETROVIC, State Secretary for Regional Development and  
Entrepreneurship Promotion of the Republic of Serbia
Mr. Sava DALBOKOV, Member of the Managing Board, Steiermärkische Bank und  
Sparkassen AG
Mr. Birol ERGÜVEN, CEO, Energy Trade and Business Development, Limak Energy Trade, 
Turkey
Mr. Anton AUFNER, Head of Department, WIFI Team International, Austria 
Mr. Bozidar LAGANIN, Director of Serbia Investment and Export Promotion Agency

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

LUNCH BREAK

DAY 2 – THIRD PLENARY SESSION

Share your Visions :
Innovative Technologies, Infrastructure and Environment –
Economic Perspectives for the Region

Moderation 
Mr. F. Sadi GÜCÜM, Board Member, CUKUROVA Holding A.S., Chairman of DE

.
IK/

Turkish-Austrian Business Council, Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement 
Amb. Dr. Heidemaria GÜRER, former Austrian Ambassador to Turkey;  
Head of Department for Eastern Europe, Western Balkans, Southern Caucasus,  
Central Asia and Central European Initiative, Federal Ministry for European and  
International Affairs of the Republic of Austria 

Statements
Mr. Nurlu ESEMENLI, President, ADBA Integrated Marketing Communications A.S.,  
Member of Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DE

.
IK), Turkey

Mr. Marco GARCIA, Commercial Counsellor, AußenwirtschaftsCenter Istanbul,  
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber
Mr. Hansjörg TENGG, CEO, smart technologies GmbH,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Ekrem YENER, Deputy General Manager of International Investments, Turkcell
Mr. Roland HAIDNER, Director Mergers & Acquisitions, TELEKOM AUSTRIA GROUP,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Dr. Barbara KOLM, Director of the Board, F. A. v. Hayek Institute, Partner of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Austria
Mr. Nikolay MINKOV, Executive Director, Srednogorie Med Industrial Cluster Sofia, 
Bulgaria 
Dr. Milan PARIVODIC, Chairman, Foreign Investors Services (ForInvest), Former Minister 
of International Economic Relations and Finance of Serbia

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Concluding Words 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

COCKTAIL for all participants
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Possibilities for Bilateral Meetings, organised for Vienna Economic Forum Members

END OF VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS – MEET TURKEY IN VIENNA

Bus – Transport to Baden

Official Opening Ceremony of DenizBank AG Baden Branch

Cocktail with buffet 
hosted by DenizBank AG

Bus – Return to Vienna – Karlsplatz/Opera

10:45–11:15 a.m. 

12:45-13:45 p.m. 

13:45-15:30 p.m. 

11:15 a.m. –
12:45 p.m. 

Followed by

16:30 p.m. 

17:00 p.m. 

18:00 p.m. 

18:30 p.m. 

21:00 p.m.
and 
21:30 p.m. 

VET – Meet Turkey in Vienna 18–19 June 2012, Vienna
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Dr. Gabriel Lansky, Lansky, 
Ganzger + Partner Attorneys, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum

Family Foto on the second day in 
Beletage with Secretary General 

Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva,  
H. E. Ms. Ayse Sezgin, Ambassador 

of the Republic of Turkey to the  
Republic of Austria,  

Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger,  
Vice Minister, Economic Policy 

and European Integration, Federal 
Ministry of Economy, Family 

and Youth of Austria, Dr. Erhard 
Busek, President of Vienna  

Economic Forum, Mr. F. Sadi 
Gücüm, Board Member,  

CUKUROVA Holding A.S.,  
Chairman of DE

.
IK/Turkish- 

Austrian Business Council, 
Member of Vienna Economic 

Forum, Mr. Bernhard Raberger, 
CFO, Enerjisa, Verbund/Sabanci 
Joint Venture, Member of Vienna 

Economic Forum

Official Opening on the first day in 
Ringturm by Dr. Martin Simhandl, 
Member of the Board, Vienna 
Insurance Group, Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum

Presentation of Lansky,  
Ganzger + Partner Attorneys and 

their activities in Turkey

Photo Gallery

VET – Meet Turkey in Vienna 18–19 June 2012, Vienna



Audience

Mr. Cafer Okray, Chairman,  
Udas Consulting A.S., Member of the 

Marmara Group Foundation,  
Partner of Vienna Economic Forum, 

Member of DE
.
IK

Mr. Otto Musilek, E-On Gas 
Storage GmbH, Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Austria,  
Mr. Bruno Denis, Head of Division 
Turkey, European Investment 
Bank, Mr. Bernhard Raberger, 
CFO, Enerjisa, Verbund/Sabanci 
Joint Venture, Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Secretary  
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Vienna 
Economic Forum and Turkish 
Enterprise and Business  
Confederation (TÜRKONFED): 
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
H. E. Ms. Ayse Sezgin, Ambassador 
of the Republic of Turkey to the 
Republic of Austria, Mr. Erdem 
Cenesiz, President of Turkish 
Enterprise and Business  
Confederation (TÜRKONFED)
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VET – Meet Turkey in Vienna 18–19 June 2012, Vienna
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VET – Meet Turkey in Vienna 

Mr. Roland Haidner, Director 
Mergers&Acquisitions, TELEKOM 

AUSTRIA GROUP, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Marco Garcia, Commercial 
Counsellor, Außenwirtschafts 
Center Istanbul, Austrian Federal 
Economic Chamber
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freshfields.com

When you’re working across borders, you need a law firm 
that can advise you anywhere in the world. At Freshfields, 
we’ve been connecting central and south-east Europe to 

global markets for over 40 years. 

Chambers Global calls us ‘an imposing force in the region’. 
We understand the countries’ legal, business and cultural 

environments, and we work with the best local firms to get 
you the right legal team for all your business needs. 

Our worldwide experience and local know-how will make sure 
you’re ready for any deal, dispute or disposal. Freshfields will 

be there for you, whenever and wherever you need us.

Dr. Willibald PLESSER

Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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www.kommunalkredit.at

AUSTRIA’S BANK FOR INFRASTRUCTURE  
INFRA BANKING EXPERTS

KOMMUNALKREDIT IN THE 
SERVICE OF AUSTRIA 
Infrastructure is the foundation for a successful future. That is why Kommunalkredit has placed its 
strategic focus on the provision of fi nance for infrastructure projects accessible to a broad public. 
Schools, kindergartens, hospitals, energy supply, water management and public commuter and 
long-distance transport are indispensable services. They benefi t everyone. Our know-how and 
our experience are valuable capital input for municipalities and local authorities, enabling them 
to implement their projects successfully. Investment in public infrastructure is a driving force for 
sustainable economic development and a cornerstone of future stability.
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Mag. Alois STEINBICHLER

Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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LANSKY, GANZGER + partner 
is Austria’s leading law firm 
inter acting between businesses, 
national and international political 
institutions. We develop inter­
disciplinary solution strategies in 
Austria and throughout Eastern 
Europe. 

LANSKY, GANZGER + partner 
provides compre hensive legal 
solutions in the following areas: 

• Anti­Trust & Merger Control 
• Asset Tracing & Recovery 
• Commercial & Contract Law 
• Compliance & Monitoring 
• Constitutional & Administrative Law 
• Corporate and M & A 
• Criminal Law 
• Damages & Compensation Claims 
• Energy Law 
• Environmental & Infrastructure Law 
• European Union Law 
• Family & Heritage 
• Insolvency & Restructuring 

• International Tax Planning 
• IP & Unfair Competition 
• IT Law 
• Litigation & Arbitration 
• Litigation PR & Public Affairs 
• Media & Entertainment 
• Migration & Human Rights 
• Public Procurement & State Aids 
• Real Estate & Construction 
• Regulatory 
• Social & Employment

Thinking outside the box  
is not just a phrase,  
but rather our approach  
to legal advice.

V i e n n a  –  B r at i s l a V a  –  B a k u

Lansky, GanzGer + partner  
attorneys at Law

Biberstrasse 5 
a-1010 Vienna (austria) 

t: +43 1 533 33 300 
F: +43 1 532 84 83 

e: office@lansky.at 
W: www.lansky.at 

NEW
ADDRESS!

LGP-Anzeige-Typ1_148,5x210abf_L1.indd   1 11.02.13   20:26

Dr. Gabriel LANSKY

Partner, LANSKY, GANZGER + partner

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum



Family Foto in Palais Niederösterreich with H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo, H.E. Mr. Besim Beqaj, 
Minister of Economic Development of Kosovo, H.E. Dr. Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Dr. Georg 
Pölzl, CEO of Österreichische Post AG, and Members of the Board and of the Ambassadors Committee and Partners of Vienna 
Economic Forum
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18–19  November 2012, Vienna

9th Vienna Economic Forum

18–19 November 2012, Palais Niederösterreich, Vienna, Austria

„Quo vadis, Europe? Regional Cooperation for European Integration“
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9th Vienna Economic Forum 
18–19 November 2012, Palais Niederösterreich, Vienna   

For the 9th time, President Dr. Erhard Busek and Secretary General Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 
had the great pleasure to welcome in the wonderful location of Palais Niederösterreich around 480 partici-
pants from 36 countries throughout the world. 
 
The motto was „Quo vadis, Europe? Regional Cooperation for European Integration“
Topics:
• Regional Cooperation for European Integration
• �Growth and Finance – Motors in New Frameworks. Infrastructure and Innovative Locations.  

The Fresh Wind
• The Danube Region – European Challenges. Energy, Transport, Logistics. Social Responsibility
• Ministerial Session: Quo vadis, Europe? Exchange of Ideas from the Southeast European Perspective 

Former Vice Chancellor  Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna Economic Forum, and Secretary  
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva were pleased to welcome on the Opening Day of the Forum  
H.E. Dr. Johannes Hahn, European Commissioner for Regional Policy as Speaker of Honour,  
Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of Österreichische Post AG, and also numerous partners and members of Vienna 
Economic Forum, with whom Vienna Economic Forum has also a Memorandum of Understanding: 
• �Ms. Müjgan Suver, President of the EU and Human Rights Platform, Marmara Foundation, Turkey, 

Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
• �Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, President and Founder, Biopolitics International Organization, Greece, 

Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 
• �Mr. Rudi Guraziu, Chief Executive, International Business and Diplomatic Exchange (IBDE), London, 

Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
• �Amb. Mr. Alain Brian Bergant, Secretary General, Bled Strategic Forum, Strategic Partner of Vienna 

Economic Forum, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia
• �Mr. Alex Munteanu, Managing Director Private Equity at Dragon Capital, Chairman, Business Advisory 

Council (BAC SEE), Thessaloniki, Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
 
It was a pleasure for President Dr. Erhard Busek, and Secretary General Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, to con-
gratulate Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of Österreichische Post AG, to the Nomination of Österreichischen Post 
AG with the „Vienna Economic Forum Award for the Partner of the Year 2012“, in the frame of the 
Opening Ceremony. 
 
A Memorandum of Understanding with Strategic Partners of Vienna Economic Forum was signed with:
• Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria – CEIBG, Sofia
• International Business and Diplomatic Exchange – IBDE, London 

On the second day of the Forum President Dr. Busek and Secretary General Dr. Kirtcheva welcomed  
H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor of Lower Austria as Guest of Honour, who held a Welcome Statement in 
the First Opening Plenary Session. It was an honour for Vienna Economic Forum to welcome H.E. Dr. Maria 
Fekter, Federal Minister of Finance of the Republic of Austria, with a Main Statement on the 9th Vienna 
Economic Forum as a speaker with the topic „Growth and Finance – Motors in new Frameworks“.
 
In her Welcome Statement Dr. Elena Kirtcheva underlined the role of the 9th Vienna Economic Forum in 
the region Southeast Europe and gave an overview on the success story of Vienna Economic Forum.
Dr. Herbert Stepic, CEO of Raiffeisen Bank International AG and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic 
Forum pointed out the strong role of the banks in the region and underlined the good relations between 
Austria and Southeast Europe. 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna

 
H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria and Patron of Vienna Eco-
nomic Forum, took part in the Forum for the fourth time. He pronounced the importance of cooperation in 
the region and the role of Vienna Economic Forum. The function of Austria and its neighbours in the heart of 
Europe was expressed with the words: „Austria is a reliable partner for its neighbours. The cooperation with 
the countries of Central and Southeastern Europe is a basis for the success. Also in economically difficult 
times.“
 
The „Vienna Economic Forum Award 2012 – for his contribution to the economic development 
on the national and regional level in the countries of Vienna Economic Forum“ was handed over 
in the frame of the Ministerial Session „Quo vadis, Europe? Exchange of Ideas from the Southeast European 
Perspective“ to:
H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, Prime Minister of Montenegro, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, and 
H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry of Kosovo.
 
Further high-ranking guests were:
• H.E. Mr. Besim BEQAJ, Minister of Economic Development of Kosovo 
• �Ms. Bernadette GIERLINGER, Vice Minister, Federal Ministry of Economy,  

Family and Youth of the Republic of Austria
• �Dr. Cristian DIACONESCU, Former Minister for Foreign Affairs of Romania,  

Presidential Adviser of the President of Romania
• �Dr. Johann SOLLGRUBER, Representation of the European Commission in Austria,  

Head of political department

Besides the VIP guests, Prime Ministers, Deputy Prime Ministers and Ministers from the member states also 
the following strategic partner organisations of Vienna Economic Forum were represented: 
• Business Advisory Council for Southeast Europe (BAC), Thessaloniki, Greece
• Bled Strategic Forum, Slovenia
• The Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DE

.
IK),

• EastEuroCo Executive Search Group, Budapest, Hungary
• European Center for Environmental Economy (ECEE), Sofia, Bulgaria
• Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa (IDM),  Vienna, Austria 
• Österreichische Industriellenvereinigung (IV), Austria 
• Marmara Foundation, Istanbul, Turkey
• Organisation für Internationale Wirtschaftsbeziehungen (OiER), Austria
• Southeast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI), Sofia, Bulgaria
 

Vienna Economic Forum thanks all cooperation partners, members and partners of Vienna  
Economic Forum for the continuous support and also for the support of the 9th VEF:

9th Vienna Economic Forum

Republic of Kosovo 
Embassy in Austria
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LOCATION 
Palais Niederösterreich, Herrengasse 13, 1010 Vienna

ADMISSION and REGISTRATION 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation)

OFFICIAL OPENING of the 9th Vienna Economic Forum 

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board,  
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Opening speeches
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria 
Dr. Georg PÖLZL, CEO, Österreichische Post AG

Speaker of Honour 
H.E. Dr. Johannes HAHN, European Commissioner for Regional Policy  

Statements
Ms. Müjgan SUVER, President of the EU and Human Rights Platform,  
Marmara Foundation, Turkey, Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
Prof. Agni VLAVIANOS ARVANITIS, President and Founder, Biopolitics International 
Organization, Greece, Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Rudi GURAZIU, Chief Executive, International  
Business and Diplomatic Exchange (IBDE), London,  
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
Amb. Mr. Alain Brian BERGANT, Secretary General, Bled Strategic Forum, Strategic  
Partner of Vienna Economic Forum, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Slovenia
Mr. Alex MUNTEANU, Managing Director Private Equity at Dragon Capital, Chairman, 
Business Advisory Council (BAC SEE), Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

Signing Ceremony of a Memorandum of Understanding  
between Vienna Economic Forum and Strategic Partners  
and  
ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM –  
Nomination of PARTNER OF THE YEAR 2012

WELCOME COCKTAIL 
for the participants at the 9th Vienna Economic Forum hosted by  
the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and Österreichische Post AG  

8:00–9:00 a.m. 

8:30–8:45 a.m. 

LOCATION  
Palais Niederösterreich, Herrengasse 13, 1010 Vienna

REGISTRATION and COFFEE
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and Bären Batterie GmbH

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

FIRST OPENING PLENARY SESSION

Quo vadis, Europe? 
Regional Cooperation for European Integration. 

Moderation and Opening 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board,  
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

Welcome Statement 
H.E. Dr. Erwin PRÖLL, Governor of the Province of Lower Austria

Introductory Statements 
Ms. Bernadette GIERLINGER, Vice Minister, Economic Policy and European Integration, 
Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth of Austria
 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria

Main Statements 
Mr. Emmanuel FOREST, CEO, BOUYGUES Europe, Belgium,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
H.E. Mr. Besim BEQAJ, Minister of Economic Development of Kosovo
Amb. Mr. Evgenij IVANOV, Executive Director,  
The Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria (CEIBG) 
Mr. Thomas HANEDER, Partner, TPA HORWATH, Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Matjaz RAKOVEC, President of the Management Board, Triglav Insurance Company, 
Ltd, Slovenia 
Mr. Zarko PRIMORAC, Member of the Supervisory Board,  
HRVATSKA ELEKTROPRIVREDA d.d., Croatia 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

Program
18 november 2012 19 november 2012

5:30 p.m. 

6:20 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

9:00–10:15 a.m. 

10:15–10:45 a.m. 
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SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Growth and Finance – Motors in New Frameworks.  
Infrastructure and Innovative Locations. The Fresh Wind.

Moderation 
Mr. Alois STEINBICHLER, Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement 
H.E. Dr. Maria FEKTER, Federal Minister of Finance of the Republic of Austria 

Statements
Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT, CEO SBERBANK Europe AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Claus J. RAIDL, President, Oesterreichische Nationalbank
Mr. Haris IHTIJAREVIC, Chairman of the Management Board,  
Banking Agency of Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Ms. Marina BLEIBTREU-HAHN, Project Manager,  
FAA Holding GmbH, Austria 
Dr. Roland FALB, Managing Partner, Roland Berger Strategy Consultants  
Dr. Peter HAROLD, Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum  
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY, Partner, Lansky, Ganzger + partner,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Vladimir CUPIC, Chairman of the Executive Board, Hypo Alpe Adria Bank a.d. 
Beograd, Serbia  
Ms. Kori UDOVICKI, President, Center for Advanced Economic Studies (CEVES)  
Belgrade, Serbia

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

LUNCH BUFFET 
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and SOPHARMA A. D. 

THIRD PLENARY SESSION

The Danube Region – European Challenges.
Energy, Transport, Logistics. Social Responsibility. 

Moderation and Statement 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria

Introductory Statements 
Dr. Karsten BENZ, CCO, Austrian Airlines AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
DI Peter UMUNDUM, Member of the Board,  
Österreichische Post AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Panelists
Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER, CEO, Telekom Austria Group, Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT, President of the Board of Directors,  
NOVOMATIC AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. I

·
 lker AYCI, President, The Investment Support and Promotion  

Agency of Turkey (ISPAT) 
DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER, Member of the Board, Verbund,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum  
Dr. Cristian DIACONESCU, Former Minister for Foreign Affairs of Romania,  
Presidential Adviser, Chief of the Presidential Chancellery of the President of Romania
Dr. Farid SIGARI-MAJD, Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Johann SOLLGRUBER, Representation of the European Commission in Austria,  
Head of political department 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK  
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and DenizBank AG

MINISTERIAL SESSION 

Quo vadis, Europe?  
Exchange of Ideas from the Southeast European Perspective.

Moderation and Statement 
Dr. Herbert STEPIC, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank International AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Keynote Speaker 
H.E. Mr. Werner FAYMANN, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria,  
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

Statements 
H.E. Mr. Igor LUKSIC, Prime Minister of Montenegro, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 
H.E. Mr. Vjekoslav BEVANDA, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and  
Herzegovina, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

12:30–1:30 p.m. 

1:30–3:15 p.m. 

10:45 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. 

3:15–3:45 p.m. 

4:00–5:30 p.m. 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Neven MIMICA, Deputy Prime Minister for Home, Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Republic of Croatia  
H.E. Ms. Mimoza KUSARI-LILA, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Trade and 
Industry of Kosovo 
Mr. Goran SVILANOVIC, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

CONCLUSION 
Perspectives after the 9th VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria

ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 

END of the 9th Vienna Economic Forum 

COCKTAIL for all participants at the 9th VEF  
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

GALA DINNER (by invitation) 
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
in the Federation of Austrian Industries, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

5:30 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Followed by

Photo Gallery

Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum,  

H.E. Dr. Johannes Hahn, European 
Commissioner for Regional Policy, 

Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of  
Österreichische Post AG, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 

Official Opening of the  
9th Vienna Economic Forum in 

Palais Niederösterreich



H.E. Dr. Johannes Hahn,  
European Commissioner for Regional Policy

Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 

Dr. Erhard Busek,  
Former Vice Chancellor of the  
Republic of Austria, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum 

7776

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

Prof. Agni Vlavianos Arvanitis, 
President and Founder, Biopolitics 

International Organization, 
Greece, Strategic Partner of Vienna 

Economic Forum 

Ms. Müjgan Suver, President of the 
EU and Human Rights Platform, 
Marmara Foundation, Turkey, 
Strategic Partner of Vienna  
Economic Forum
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18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

Amb. Mr. Alain Brian Bergant, 
Secretary General, Bled Strategic 

Forum, Strategic Partner of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the  
Republic of Slovenia

Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of  
Österreichische Post AG, awarded 
„Vienna Economic Forum Partner 

of the Year 2012“ by Dr. Erhard 
Busek, Former Vice Chancellor of 
the Republic of Austria, President 

of Vienna Economic Forum and 
Secretary General Amb.  

Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Mr. Rudi Guraziu, Chief Executive, 
International Business and  
Diplomatic Exchange (IBDE),  
London, Strategic Partner of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Georg Pölzl, CEO of  
Österreichische Post AG,  
Partner of the Year 2012
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18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

Family Foto with H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor of the Province of Lower Austria, Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
and high-ranking participants of the 9th Vienna Economic Forum

Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger,  
Vice Minister, Economic Policy 

and European Integration, Federal 
Ministry of Economy, Family and 

Youth of Austria

Mr. Alex Munteanu, Managing 
Director Private Equity at Dragon 
Capital, Chairman, Business  
Advisory Council (BAC SEE),  
Strategic Partner of Vienna  
Economic Forum

Welcome Statement of  
H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor of 
the Province of Lower Austria 
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18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum

First Opening Plenary Session „Quo vadis, Europe? Regional Cooperation for European Integration“Audience

H.E. Mr. Besim Beqaj, Minister of 
Economic Development of Kosovo, 
H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor 
of the Province of Lower Austria, 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva 

Main Statement of H.E. Mr. Besim 
Beqaj, Minister of Economic 
Development of Kosovo 



84 85

Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva,  

H.E. Dr. Maria Fekter,  
Federal Minister of Finance  

of the Republic of Austria,  
Mag. Alois Steinbichler,  

Director of the Board,  
Kommunalkredit Austria,  

Member of the Board of  
Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Thomas Haneder,  
Partner, TPA HORWATH  

Wirtschaftstreuhand und  
Steuerberatung GmbH,  

Member of Vienna  
Economic Forum 

Mr. Emmanuel Forest, CEO, 
BOUYGUES Europe, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Gordan Bakota,  
Ambassador of Croatia to Austria, 
H.E. Ms. Elena Shekerletova,  
Ambassador of Bulgaria to  
Austria, Amb. Dr. Heidemaria 
Gürer, H.E. Dr. Sabri Kiqmari, 
Ambassador of Kosovo to Austria

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva and President Dr. Erhard Busek with the Members of the Board of Vienna Economic 
Forum: Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO, Telekom Austria Group, DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Member of the Board, Verbund,  
Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt, President of the Board of Directors, NOVOMATIC AG, Dr. Karsten Benz, CCO, Austrian Airlines AG,  
DI Peter Umundum, Member of the Board, CEO, Österreichische Post AG, Dr. Ognian Donev, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
and Executive Director, Sopharma PLC

Members of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum: Mag. Alois 

Steinbichler, Director of the Board, 
Kommunalkredit Austria,  

Dr. Friedhelm Boschert, Chairman 
and CEO, SBERBANK Europe,  

Dr. Gabriel Lansky, Partner,  
LANSKY, GANZGER + partner

Dr. Claus J. Raidl, President of the 
Austrian National Bank,  
H.E. Dr. Maria Fekter, Federal 
Minister of Finance of the Republic 
of Austria, Secretary General Amb. 
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

H.E. Dr. Maria Fekter, Federal 
Minister of Finance of the Republic 
of Austria, Mag. Alois Steinbichler, 
Director of the Board,  
Kommunalkredit Austria,  
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt, President 
of the Board of Directors, 

NOVOMATIC AG, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Mag. Herbert Halbwidl, Provincial 

Government of Lower Austria

Dr. Herbert Stepic, CEO,  
Raiffeisen Bank International AG, 

Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum 

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva with the Members of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum: 
Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner,  
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
LLP, and DI Dr. Günther  
Rabensteiner, Member of the 
Board, Verbund 

Mag. Peter Schiefer, Telekom 
Austria Group, Dr. Hannes 
Ametsreiter, CEO, Telekom Austria 
Group, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum, DI Peter 
Umundum, Member of the Board, 
CEO, Österreichische Post AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Audience

Second Plenary Session „Growth 
and Finance – Motors in New 
Frameworks. Infrastructure and 
Innovative Locations. The Fresh 
Wind“ with H.E. Dr. Maria Fekter, 
Federal Minister of Finance of the 
Republic of Austria

Main Statement of H.E. Dr. Maria 
Fekter, Federal Minister of Finance 
of the Republic of Austria

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Third Plenary Session  
„The Danube Region – European 

Challenges. Energy, Transport, 
Logistics. Social Responsibility“

Members of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum: DI Dr. Günther 
Rabensteiner, Member of the 
Board, Verbund, Dr. Hannes 
Ametsreiter, CEO, Telekom Austria 
Group, Dr. Karsten Benz, CCO, 
Austrian Airlines AG, President  
Dr. Erhard Busek, DI Peter  
Umundum, Member of the Board, 
CEO, Österreichische Post AG,  
Dr. Franz Wohlfahrt, President of 
the Board of Directors,  
NOVOMATIC AG

Third Plenary Session  
„The Danube Region – European 
Challenges. Energy, Transport, 
Logistics. Social Responsibility“

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum



94 95

Lively discussion:
Dr. Friedhelm Boschert, Chairman 

and CEO, SBERBANK Europe, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 

Economic Forum, Dr. Herbert 
Stepic, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank  

International AG, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum, 

Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, Prime 
Minister of Montenegro, Patron of 

Vienna Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 

H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann,  
Federal Chancellor of the Republic 

of Austria, Patron of Vienna  
Economic Forum, H.E. Ms. Mimoza 
Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister for Trade and  
Industry of Kosovo, President  
Dr. Erhard Busek, Dr. Herbert 
Stepic, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank  

International AG, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Welcome of H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, 
Prime Minister of Montenegro, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, Prime 
Minister of Montenegro, Patron of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann, Federal 
Chancellor of the Republic of 
Austria, Patron of Vienna  
Economic Forum, President  
Dr. Erhard Busek, Dr. Herbert 
Stepic, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank  
International AG, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann,  
Federal Chancellor of the Republic 

of Austria, Patron of Vienna  
Economic Forum welcoming  

H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic,  
Prime Minister of Montenegro,  

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann,  
Federal Chancellor of the  

Republic of Austria, Patron of 
Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann, Federal 
Chancellor of the Republic of  
Austria, Patron of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
President Dr. Erhard Busek

H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila,  
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Trade and Industry 
of Kosovo and H.E. Mr. Werner 
Faymann, Federal Chancellor of 
the Republic of Austria, Patron of 
Vienna Economic Forum 

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Interview with  
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of  

Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Milovan Bozinovic,  
Ambassador of Serbia to Austria 
and H.E. Mr. Gordan Bakota,  
Ambassador of Croatia to Austria 

President Dr. Erhard Busek, H.E. Ms. Mimoza 
Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister and  
Minister for Trade and Industry of Kosovo,  
Dr. Herbert Stepic, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank  
International AG, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, 
Prime Minister of Montenegro, Patron of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Secretary General 
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, H.E. Mr. Werner 
Faymann, Federal Chancellor of the Republic 
of Austria, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

Statement of Dr. Herbert Stepic, 
CEO, Raiffeisen Bank International 
AG, Member of the Board of Vienna 

Economic Forum

Statement of H.E. Ms. Mimoza 
Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade and Industry 
of Kosovo

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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Dr. Friedhelm Boschert, Chairman 
and CEO, SBERBANK Europe,  

H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor of 
the Province of Lower Austria,  

Dr. Erhard Busek, President of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Friedhelm Boschert,  
Chairman and CEO, SBERBANK 

Europe and H.E. Ms. Silvia  
Davidoiu, Ambassador of Romania 

to Austria with a guest

Mag. Dorothea Kippermann, 
Lansky, Ganzger + Partner 
Attorneys, Secretary General Amb. 
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Dr. Gabriel 
Lansky, Lansky, Ganzger + Partner 
Attorneys, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Dr. Sabri Kiqmari,  
Ambassador of Kosovo to Austria, 
Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva,  
H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila,  
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Trade and Industry 
of Kosovo

18–19 November 2012, Vienna9th Vienna Economic Forum
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H.E. Dr. Sabri Kiqmari,  
Ambassador of Kosovo to Austria, 
Ms. Vaidehi Shah and Mr. Anish 
Shah of Velocitas Partners LLC, 

India, Member of Vienna Economic 
Forum, H.E. Ms. Mimoza  

Kusari-Lila, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade and  

Industry of Kosovo, Mr. Kujtim 
Dobruna, Economic Initiative of 
Kosovo, Secretary General Amb. 

Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Mr. Ahmet Mesut Ersoy, President 
of the Board of Deniz Bank AG, 

Member of Vienna Economic  
Forum and Secretary General 

Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

H.E. Mr. Milovan Bozinovic, 
Ambassador of Serbia to Austria, 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva, Amb. Dr. Heidemaria 
Gürer, Dr. Willibald Plesser,  
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus  
Deringer LLP, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Emmanuel Forest, CEO, 
BOUYGUES Europe, Member of  
Vienna Economic Forum, Mag. 
Heinz Messinger, Managing  
Director, AME International 
GmbH, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum

9th Vienna Economic Forum 18–19 November 2012, Vienna
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Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner,  
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 

LLP, Member of the Board  
of Vienna Economic Forum  

with a guest

H. E. Ms. Ayse Sezgin,  
Ambassador of Turkey to 
Austria, H.E. Mr. Milovan  
Bozinovic, Ambassador of 

Serbia to Austria, Secretary  
General Amb. Dr. Elena  

Kirtcheva, Amb. Dr. Heidemaria 
Gürer, Dr. Willibald Plesser, 

Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP, Member of  

the Board of Vienna  
Economic Forum

Mr. Gulmirza Javadov, State Oil 
Company of Azerbaijan Republic 
(SOCAR), Dr. Ognian Donev,  
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Director, 
Sopharma PLC, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Ms. Lydia Shouleva, former  
Minister of Economy of Bulgaria 
and Prof. Agni Vlavianos  
Arvanitis, President and Founder, 
Biopolitics International  
Organization, Greece, Strategic 
Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Emmanuel Forest, CEO, 
BOUYGUES Europe, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum and 
Mr. Sandor Söpkez, EastEuroCo 
Executive Search Group, Strategic 
Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 
and guest from Hungary
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GLOBAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

With a turnover of some Euro 3.2 billion in 2011 NOVOMATIC 
Group of Companies is one of the largest integrated conglo-
merates of the international gaming industry. Founded by the 
entrepreneur Prof. Johann F. Graf the Group has locations in 
32 countries, produces high-tech gaming devices and exports 
to more than 70 countries.

NOVOMATIC stands by its responsibility and strives to offer its 
guests high quality entertainment within a safe environment. 
Responsible Gaming as well as ecological and social considera-
tions are key aspects of the company’s principles and the basis 
for the Group‘s economic success.

www.novomatic.com
www.responsible-gaming.info

Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT 

President of the Board of Directors, NOVOMATIC AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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If you achieve this much and always do your best you can  
be proud to be called the number 1. Around the clock  

we ensure that parcels from all over the world reach their  
destination quickly, safely and in time. You, too, can benefit 

from the advantages of the strongest logistics partner!  
For more information, please visit post.at/logistik-team

If it really counts, rely on Austrian Post.

@@@this man moves@@@
@@@60 million parcels@@@

@@@to more than@@@
@@@200 countries@@@

@@@every year.@@@
@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@

@@@this man moves@@@
@@@60 million parcels@@@

@@@to more than@@@
@@@200 countries@@@

@@@every year.@@@
@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@

DI Peter UMUNDUM

Member of the Board, CEO, Österreichische Post AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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RBI – Financial Solutions for 
Central and Eastern Europe
Raiffeisen Bank International AG (RBI) regards both Austria, where it is a leading corporate 
and investment bank, and Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) as its home market. In CEE, 
RBI operates an extensive network of subsidiary banks, leasing companies and a range 
of other specialised fi nancial service providers in 17 markets. 

RBI is the only Austrian bank with a presence in both the world‘s fi nancial centres and in 
Asia, the group‘s further geographical area of focus.

In total, around 61,000 employees service about 14.1 million customers through more 
than 3,100 business outlets, the great majority of which are located in CEE.

RBI is a fully consolidated subsidiary of Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG (RZB). RZB 
indirectly owns around 78.5 per cent of the common stock, the remainder is in free fl oat. 
RBI‘s shares are listed on the Vienna Stock Exchange. RZB is the central institution of the 
Austrian Raiffeisen Banking Group, the country‘s largest banking group, and serves as the 
head offi ce of the entire RZB Group, including RBI.

www.rbinternational.com

In 2012, RBI was awarded by four fi nancial magazines Best Bank 
in Central and Eastern Europe.

RBI_simpleSolutions.indd   2 1/25/2013   10:43:14 AM

Dkfm. Dr. Herbert STEPIC 

CEO, Raiffeisen Bank International AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Awards 2012 Awards 2012

Vienna Economic Forum Award
partner of the year 2012

Vienna Economic Forum proudly nominated as  
partner of the year 2012 österreichische post ag

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL (ECOSOC) 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM AWARD
Partner of the Year 2012

presented to

Dr. Georg Pölzl
CEO of Österreichische Post AG 

for the contribution of Österreichische Post AG 

to the economic development on the national and regional level 

in the countries of Vienna Economic Forum

Vienna, 18 November 2012 

Vienna Economic Forum Award  
„Partner of the Year 2012“ to  
Dr. Georg Pölzl,  
CEO of Österreichische Post AG,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
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Vienna Economic Forum Awards 2012

The „Vienna Economic Forum Award 2012 – for the contribution to the economic development 
on the national and regional level in the countries of Vienna Economic Forum“ was handed 
over in the frame of the Ministerial Session „Quo vadis, Europe? Exchange of Ideas from the Southeast 
European Perspective“ to:
 
H.E. Mr. Werner Faymann,  
Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria and Patron of Vienna EconomicForum

H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic,  
Prime Minister of Montenegro, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

and 

H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila,  
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Industry of Kosovo

Vienna Economic Forum  
Award 2012 to H.E. Mr. Werner 

Faymann, Federal Chancellor of 
the Republic of Austria and Patron 

of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna  
Economic Forum and Secretary General 
Amb Dr. Elena Kirtcheva together with the 
Nominees for the Vienna Economic Forum 
Award 2012 

Vienna Economic Forum Award 2012 
to H.E. Mr. Igor Luksic, Prime Minister 

of Montenegro, Patron of Vienna 
Economic Forum

Vienna Economic Forum Award 2012 
to H.E. Ms. Mimoza Kusari-Lila, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade and Industry of Kosovo

Awards 2012 Awards 2012
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Awards 2012

SBE_Anzeige_VEF_148-5x210.indd   1 13.02.2013   10:02:53 Uhr

Dr. Friedhelm BOSCHERT

Chairman and CEO, SBERBANK Europe	

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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siemens.com/answers

Siemens has been active in Austria for over 
130 years and is one of the country’s leading 
technology companies. Siemens Austria      
offers a wide range of solutions and services 
in the fields of Energy, Healthcare, Industry 
and Infrastructure & Cities. The company has 
about 12,700 employees in Austria, making it 
one of the country’s most important                
employers. Siemens’ global business                  
responsibility for  metro vehicles and           
passengers coaches is  concentrated in the 
company’s Vienna Simmering plant. Siemens’ 

world competence center in Graz is                   
responsible for developing and producing 
running gear. The Siemens City headquarters 
in the company’s historic location in Vienna 
Floridsdorf was the first office building in   
Austria to receive the LEED Gold environmen-
tal certificate. The LEED certificate (Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design) is 
awarded to buildings that deploy climate-
friendly technologies aiming at actively        
reducing greenhouse gases as early as in the 
construction phase and during  operation.

The world of tomorrow 
needs answers that last.
That‘s why we‘re building them today, with customers all over the world.

SiemensUntern_E.indd   1 04.02.2013   09:15:14

Ing. Wolfgang HESOUN

General Director, SIEMENS AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum



Memorandum of Understanding between Vienna Economic 
Forum and Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists 
in Bulgaria (CEIBG), Sofia, Bulgaria

Memorandum of Understanding between Vienna Economic 
Forum and International Business and Diplomatic Exchange 
(IBDE), London, U.K.

• Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I.O.), Athens, Greece
• Bled Strategic Forum, Bled, Slovenia 
• Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI), Sofia, Bulgaria
• Business Advisory Council for South-Eastern Europe, Thessaloniki, Greece
• Central European Initiative (CEI), Trieste, Italy 
• Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria (CEIBG), Sofia, Bulgaria
• DE

.
IK (Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey), Istanbul, Turkey

• EastEuroCo Executive Search Group Ltd., Budapest, Hungary 
• European Center for Environmental Economy, Sofia, Bulgaria
• Federation of Austrian Industries, Vienna, Austria
• Foreign Investors Services d.o.o., Belgrade, Serbia
• Handelskammer Schweiz-Österreich-Liechtenstein, Vienna, Austria
• Hayek Institut, Vienna, Austria
• Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa (IDM), Vienna, Austria
• International Business and Diplomatic Exchange (IBDE), London, U.K.
• Marmara Foundation, Istanbul, Turkey
• OIER – Organisation für Internationale Wirtschaftsbeziehungen, Vienna, Austria
• Österreichischer Gewerbeverein, Vienna, Austria
• TURKONFED Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation, Istanbul, Turkey
• Union of Black Sea and Caspian Confederation of Enterprises (UBCCE), Athens, Greece

Memorandum of Understanding
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Vienna Economic Forum is proud to continuously extend  
its international cooperation and has therefore signed  
Memoranda of Understanding with partner organisations  
from numerous countries:
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Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 

and Business Advisory Council  
for South-Eastern Europe,  

Thessaloniki, Greece

Memorandum of  
Understanding between  

Vienna Economic Forum and 
Bled Strategic Forum,  

Bled, Slovenia 

Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Central European Initiative 
(CEI), Trieste, Italy

Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Biopolitics International  
Organisation (B.I.O.),  
Athens, Greece 

Memorandum of Understanding Memorandum of Understanding
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Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 

and Österreichischer Gewerbe
verein, Vienna, Austria 

Memorandum of Understanding between Vienna Economic Forum and DE
.
IK (Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey), 

Istanbul, Turkey

Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 
and EastEuroCo Executive Search 
Group Ltd., Budapest, Hungary 

Memorandum of Understanding 
between Vienna Economic Forum 
and TURKONFED Turkish  
Enterprise and Business  
Confederation, Istanbul, Turkey

Memorandum of Understanding Memorandum of Understanding
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Memorandum of Understanding Memorandum of Understanding

Memorandum of Understanding between
Vienna Economic Forum and  
Union of Black Sea and Caspian  
Confederation of Enterprises (UBCCE), 
Athens, Istanbul, Baku

Memorandum of Understanding between
Vienna Economic Forum and  
EUROPEAN CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
ECONOMY (ECEE), Sofia

Memorandum of Understanding between
Vienna Economic Forum and  
Hayek Institut, Vienna

Memorandum of Understanding between
Vienna Economic Forum and  
Foreign Investors Services d.o.o, Belgrade

Memorandum of Understanding between
Vienna Economic Forum and  

Marmara Foundation, Istanbul

Memorandum of Understanding between  
Vienna Economic Forum  

and Handelskammer  
Schweiz-Österreich-Liechtenstein



Overhead

128 129

Dr. Ognian DONEV

Chairman of the Board of Directors and Executive Director, Sopharma PLC

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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We shape the world of communications 
in eight CEE countries.

The Telekom Austria Group connects people with 
the future of telecommunications. Roughly 17,000 
employees serve almost 23 million customers in 
eight CEE countries. We offer telecommunication 
services for all areas of life and provide the key 
infrastructure for the knowledge society of the 
21st century. We want to make digital innovation a  
positive experience in every home and at every  
workplace. The core of implementation is the con- 
vergence of fixed net and mobile communica- 
tions – everything from one source – to make the 
central infrastructure for the knowledge-based 
society easy to use.

www.telekomaustria.com 
Twitter: @TA_Group

0206_tag_anzeige.indd   1 2/6/13   10:49 AM

Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER 

CEO, Telekom Austria Group

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Vienna Economic Forum Family

133

the Vienna Economic Forum family  
is developing in all directions

Vienna Economic Forum Family

Dr. Veit Sorger, President of the  
Advisory Board, Mondi AG,  

Member of the Board of  
Vienna Economic Forum,  

Dr. Christoph Leitl, President of 
the Austrian Federal Economic 

Chamber, Member of the  
Committee of Presidents of  

Chambers of Economy of  
Vienna Economic Forum

Festivity for H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, 
Governor of the Province of Lower 

Austria on the occasion of the  
Vienna Economic Forum  

Award 2011 – ceremony with the 
Ambassadors Committee of  

Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Veit Sorger, President of the  
Advisory Board, Mondi AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum, Secretary 
General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
Dr. Josef Taus, Member of the 
Supervisory Board, Management 
Trust Holding AG, First President 
and Honorary Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum 

Award for his contribution to the 
economic development on the 
national and regional level 
in the countries of Vienna  
Economic Forum 2011 to  
H.E. Dr. Erwin Pröll, Governor of 
the Province of Lower Austria 
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Vienna Economic Forum FamilyVienna Economic Forum Family

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva welcomed Ambassador 
Dr. Heidemaria Gürer, former 
Austrian Ambassador to Turkey 
and now Head of Department for 
Eastern Europe, Western Balkans, 
Southern Caucasus, Central Asia 
and Central European Initiative at 
the Federal Ministry for European 
and International Affairs of the  
Republic of Austria and Austrian 
Honorary Consuls in Turkey for a 
meeting in the premises of Vienna 
Economic Forum

… the Vienna Economic Forum Family  
is working and thinking together about 
the further successful development of 
Vienna Economic Forum

… at the Meetings of the Board of  
Vienna Economic Forum …

… or at the Annual General Assemblies  
of Vienna Economic Forum …

Dkfm. Karl Fink, General  
Manager, Wiener Städtische  
Versicherung AG, Vienna 
Insurance Group, Vice President 
of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Secretary General Amb.  
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva
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In 20 markets, the focus
is one thing: people.

insurance

Inserat_International_E_A5_3abf.indd   1 11.02.13   15:35

Dr. Wolfgang KINDL 

Member of the Board, UNIQA Versicherungen AG

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Investing in our future:
T he powerful performance  
of hydropower.

The company obtains more than four 
fifths of its electricity from hydro- 
power, supplemented by thermal power 
and wind power. 

Together with its subsidiaries and 
partners, VERBUND covers all sectors 
of energy supply – from the product- 
ion, transportation and distribution 
of electricity to international trading 
and marketing. Since 1988, VERBUND 
has been listed on the stock exchange 
Vienna; 51% of the share capital is  
owned by the Republic of Austria.

For further information please visit: 
www.verbund.com

VERBUND is Austria’s leading electricity company and one of the leading 
hydropower producers in Europe. 

Pumped Storage Power Plant Kaprun

Run-of-River Plant Freudenau
DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER 

Member of the Board, Verbund

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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50 
24 
= 1

+ 

Made in Austria. Successful in CEE. VIG is comprised 
of around 50 insurers with rich heritage, strong brands and 
high levels of customer service in 24 countries. What unites 
them is a commitment to sustainability, innovative products 
and the best service. This combination of diversity and unity 
makes VIG, number 1 in our core markets in CEE, particu-
larly secure.

www.vig.com

VIG_Anzeige_VEF_148_5x210.indd   1 04.02.2013   9:55:42 Uhr

Dkfm. Karl FINK 

	
General Manager, Wiener Städtische Versicherung AG

Vice-President of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Vice President of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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