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History of a Vision History of a Vision 

Dear members 
of vienna economic 
forum!

Dr. Erhard Busek
President 

Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva
Secretary General 

Once again the time for our annual brochure came and we have the pleasure to share with you the overview 
of the year 2014 – another successful Vienna Economic Forum year!

During our meetings in 2014 we experienced again and permanently the importance of cooperation and its 
significance for achieving positive and concrete results on regional and subregional level.

In April this year we had the pleasure to cooperate and organize together with the Central European Initiative 
on behalf the Austrian Presidency 2014, 25 years CEI and 10 years Vienna Economic Forum the “Vienna 
Economic Talks – Building Bridges in a Challenging Time” at the premises of Raiffeisen Bank International 
in Vienna. The Synergy of one private, like Vienna Economic Forum, and one governmental body, like CEI, that 
showed us the importance of these good cooperation especially in turbulent times as today. Special thanks are due 
here to the host Dr. Herbert Stepic, founding father and supporter of Vienna Economic Forum since its beginning. 

In May Vienna Economic Forum organised together with the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKO) 
the BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT FORUM ALBANIA. The Albanian high-ranking delegation was lead by 
H.E. Prime Minister Edi Rama, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum and this conference was a further step in the 
already excellent and fruitful business relation between Austria and Albania.

A very important event in June 2014 was certainly the very timely “Vienna Economic Talks – Chisinau 
Meeting 2014”, under the patronage of the Premier Minister of Moldova H.E. Iurie Leanca. Following the Vienna 
Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014, the European Commission organised on the next day the “EU – Moldova 
International Investors’ Conference”, with the participation of the President H.E. Mr. Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, 
with an important point on the agenda: an overview on the Conclusions and Recommendations of Vienna Economic 
Forum after the Vienna Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014.

The much loved summer event of Vienna Economic Forum, the 13th Traditional Garden Party “Culinary and 
musical journey through the partner countries of Vienna Economic Forum”, with its unique atmosphere showed 
once again how much people from the region have in common and how important the good economic development 
and the peaceful relations between neighbouring countries from the Region of Vienna Economic Forum are for all. 

For the 11th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Summit 2014 we had the pleasure to welcome 400 participants 
from 44 countries at the Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna. Under the motto “Visions and responsiblities in 
a changing time” we were delighted that high-ranking participants such as the H.E. Federal President of the 
Republic of Austria Dr. Heinz Fischer, the Patrons of Vienna Economic Forum: H.E. Federal Chancellor of 
the Republic of Austria Werner Faymann, H.E. Prime Minister of Albania Edi Rama, H.E. Prime Minister of 
Macedonia Nikola Gruevski, H.E. Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Djukanovic, H.E. Deputy Prime Minister 
of Bulgaria Tomislav Donchev, Sir Suma Chakrabarti, President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, contributed to the great success of the 11th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Summit 2014. 
The importance of the Information technology, Energy efficiency, the economy cooperation in Danube and the Black 
Sea Region, the Role of the Turkish Economy for the development of the regional economy were the topics.

Let us cordially congratulate Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO of Telekom Austria Group, to the nomination as 
laureate as Partner of the Year 2014; and Dr. Akkan Suver, President of Marmara Group Foundation as 
Strategic Partner of the Year 2014. 

We want to thank you – members, partners and friends of Vienna Economic Forum, for yours continuous support 
and active participation and can ensure you, that Vienna Economic Forum will continue the good cooperation for 
further economic development in and between the member countries, in all directions of the region, in Europe and 
worldwide.

Looking forward to meet all of you at the 12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialogue 2015, 
on 23 November 2015 in Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna!
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Facsimile Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC)

United Nations  Nations Unies

Non-Governmental Organizations Branch
Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
DC1-1480, 1 U.N. Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017   •   Tel.  (212) 963-8652   •   Fax (212) 963-9248 

Website:   www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo    •   Contact: www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo/contact

27 July 2012

Dear NGO Representative,

I am pleased to inform you that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its Substantive Session of 
July 2012 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to 
grant Special consultative status to your organization Vienna Economic Forum. On behalf of all staff of 
the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch, please accept our heartfelt congratulations.

        Consultative status for an organization enables it to actively engage with ECOSOC and its subsidiary 
bodies, as well as with the United Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds and agencies in a number of ways. 
In order to better understand this relationship, we take this opportunity to provide some critical information 
about the privileges that consultative status with ECOSOC confers on your organization, as well as the 
obligations that your organization will be required to meet under this relationship. We therefore urge you 
to take the time to carefully review the information we have provided below.

Privileges and benefits of consultative status

1)   ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31

Arrangements for consultations with NGOs are regulated by ECOSOC resolution 1996/31, adopted by 
the Council on 25 July 1996. Please review the entire resolution at: 
http://csonet.org/content/documents/199631.pdf  for detailed information . It provides information on 
ways to participate in the work of the Council, including opportunities to organizations such as yours 
to consult with Member States and the United Nations system at large, based on the nature and scope 
of work that your organization undertakes. Consultative relationship with NGOs also enables the 
Council or one of its bodies to seek expert information or advice from organizations with special 
competence in a subject matter.

Consultative status allows you to be informed about the provisional agenda of the Economic and 
Social Council;

 

.../..

 

Vienna Economic Forum
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BoardBoard

BOARD OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

chair

Dr. Erhard BUSEK � President
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

Ambassador Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA � Secretary General 
Vienna Economic Forum 

Mag. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ � First Vice-President 
Member of the Board, EVN AG � Reporter

Dr. Ognian DONEV� Vice-President 
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Executive Director, 
Sopharma PLC, Bulgaria 

Mr. Axel HUMMEL� Vice-President 
CEO, Sberbank Europe AG

Mag. Heinz MESSINGER� Financial Referent 
Managing Director, AME International GmbH

Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER � Board Member
CEO, Telekom Austria Group
Mr. Hermann ANDERL � Board Member
Managing Director, Canon CEE GmbH
Mr. Ilker AYCI� Board Member
President, Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey

Mr. Emmanuel FOREST� Board Member
CEO, BOUYGUES Europe, Belgium
KR Peter HANKE� Board Member
CEO, Wien Holding GmbH
Dr. Peter HAROLD� Board Member
Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG

Ing. Wolfgang HESOUN� Board Member
General Director, SIEMENS AG
Mr. Christo ILIEV, MRICS� Board Member
Executive Chairman, AG Capital AD, Bulgaria,  
President of Association of the Family Business, Bulgaria
Dr. Wolfgang KINDL  � Board Member
Member of the Board, UNIQA Versicherungen AG	
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY� Board Member
Partner, LANSKY, GANZGER + partner
Mag. Harald NEUMANN� Board Member
CEO, NOVOMATIC AG
Dr. Willibald PLESSER� Board Member
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER � Board Member
Member of the Board, Verbund AG
Mag. Alois STEINBICHLER � Board Member
Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria
Dr. Karl STOSS � Board Member
CEO, CASINOS Austria AG	
CEO, Österreichische Lotterien Ges.m.b.H.	
DI Peter UMUNDUM� Board Member
Member of the Board, CEO, Österreichische Post AG
Mr. Simon VESTNER� Board Member
Geschäftsführer, VESTNER AUFZÜGE GmbH, Germany

BOARD MEMBERS
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Honorary CommitteeHonorary Committee

HONORARY COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Dr. Josef TAUS, Member of the Supervisory Board, Management Trust Holding AG, 
First President of Vienna Economic Forum

Mag. Andreas TREICHL, CEO, Erste Group Bank AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Wolfgang SCHÜSSEL, Former Federal Chancellor of Austria

Dr. Walter ROTHENSTEINER, Chairman, Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Rudolf GRUBER, Former President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Klaus LIEBSCHER, Former Governor of the Austrian National Bank,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Martin BARTENSTEIN, Former Federal Minister of Economy  
of the Republic of Austria
 
Dr. h.c. Karl BLECHA, Former Federal Minister of Interior of the Republic of  
Austria, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Heinz SUNDT, General Director a.D., Telekom Austria AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

KR Dkfm. Elisabeth GÜRTLER, CEO, Hotel Sacher Vienna

Dr. Burkhard HOFER, President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Prof. Dr. Suzanne RÖDLER, Medical Specialist for internal Medicine and  
Cardiology, Medical University of Vienna AKH

Mag. Josef MAYER, Former Vice Minister of the Ministry of Economy  
of the Republic of Austria

Amb. Prof. Vesna Borozan, PhD, Sts. Cyril and Methodius University Skopje, 
Macedonia

Dr. Andreas BRANDSTETTER, CEO, UNIQA Versicherungen AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Georg PÖLZL, CEO, Österreichische Post AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

DI Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER, Chairman of the Managing Board, Verbund AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Senior Advisor to the Board, Raiffeisen Bank International AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Dkfm. Karl FINK, Member of the Executive Board, Wiener Städtische  
Versicherungsverein, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Veit SORGER, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Mondi AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Amb. Daria KRSTICEVIC, Head of Office, State Office for Croats Abroad

Dr. Claus RAIDL, President, Oesterreichische Nationalbank
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Patrons /Governors / Ministers of Economy  Ambassadors / Presidents of Chambers of Economy

H.E. Mr. Werner FAYMANN, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria
H.E. Mr. Edi RAMA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania 
H.E. Mr. Vjekoslav BEVANDA, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Mr. Boyko BORISSOV, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria
H.E. Mr. Zoran MILANOVIC, Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Mr. Isa MUSTAFA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo
H.E. Mr. Algirdas BUTKEVICIUS, Prime Minister of the Republic of Lithuania
H.E. Mr. Nikola GRUEVSKI, President of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Milo DJUKANOVIC, Prime Minister of Montenegro
H.E. Mr. Victor PONTA, Prime Minister of Romania

Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum

COMMITTEE OF PRESIDENTS OF CHAMBERS OF ECONOMY 
OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
Dr. Christoph LEITL, President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Mr. Nikolin JAKA, President, Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Tirana, Albania
Mr. Bojidar DANEV, President, Bulgarian Industrial Association 
Mr. Safet GERXHALIU, President, Kosova Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Rimantas STANKEVICIUS, President, Lithuanian Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Valeriu LAZAR, President, Economic Chamber of Moldova
Mr. Velimir MIJUŠKOVIĆ, President, Chamber of Economy of Montenegro
Mr. Marko CADEZ, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia
Mr. Samo HRIBAR MILIČ, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia
Mr. Mihai DARABAN, President, Chamber of Economy of Romania
Mr. Gennadiy CHYZHYKOV, President, Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

H.E. Mr. Roland BIMO, Ambassador of the Republic of Albania
H.E. Dr. Tanja MILASINOVIC MARTINOVIC, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Ms. Elena SHEKERLETOVA, Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria
H.E. Mr. Gordan BAKOTA, Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Ms. Loreta ZAKAREVICIENE, Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania
H.E. Dr. Vasilka POPOSKA TRENEVSKA, Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Andrei POPOV, Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova	
H.E. Ms. Slavica MILACIC, Ambassador of Montenegro
H.E. Ms. Silvia Davidoiu, Ambassador of Romania	
H.E. Dr. Andrej RAHTEN, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
H.E. Mr. Mehmet Hasan GÖGÜS, Ambassador of Turkey
H.E. Dr. Oleksandr SCHERBA, Ambassador of Ukraine
Mag. Blerim CANAJ, Chargé d’affaires of the Embassy of Kosovo

AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Prof. Dr. Ewald NOWOTNY, Governor of Oesterreichische Nationalbank
Mr. Gent SEJKO, Governor of the Bank of Albania
Mr. Kemal KOZARIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Ivan ISKROV, Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Bulgaria
Mr. Boris VUJCIC, Ph.D., Governor of the Croatian National Bank
Mr. Bedri HAMZA, Governor of the Central Bank of Kosovo
Mr. Dimitar BOGOV, Governor of the National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia
Mr. Dorin DRAGUTANU, Governor of the National Bank of Moldova
Mr. Milojica DAKIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Montenegro
Mr. Boštjan JAZBEC, Ph.D., Governor of the Bank of Slovenia

GOVERNORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Vienna Economic Forum is proud to announce the founding of two new committees  
of Vienna Economic Forum which are open for new members:

•	Committee of Mayors of the Region
•	Culture Committee

H.E. Dr. Reinhold MITTERLEHNER, Minister of Economy of Austria
H.E. Mr. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economy of Albania
H.E. Mr. Boris TUCIC, Minister of Economy of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Mr. Bojidar LUKARSKI, Minister of Economy of Bulgaria
H.E. Mr. Evaldas GUSTAS, Minister of Economy of Lithuania
H.E. Mr. Bekim NEZIRI, Minister of Economy of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Nihat ZEYBEKCI, Minister of Economy of Turkey

COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY
OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
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Vienna Economic Forum is proud that on the occasion of two anniversaries in the Year 2014 –
10 years Vienna Economic Forum and 25 years Central European Initiative the conference  
VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS – BUILDING BRIDGES IN A CHALLENGING TIME was organized 
in cooperation with Central European Initiative. 
  
The goal was to use the synergy of both organisations to support the economic development of VEF and 
CEI countries, especially in the current challenging time. This goal of Vienna Economic Forum was already 
defined 10 years ago and was proven in all these successful years by the economic cooperation with and 
between the VEF member countries. 
  
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva was glad to welcome more than 130 registered participants 
from 26 countries, high representatives of the economy and politics of all Vienna Economic Forum and also 
from CEI member countries. She welcomed especially the Members of the Board of VEF, Mr. Hermann 
Anderl – CEO of Canon CEE, Mr. Alois Steinbichler, Kommunalkredit Austria AG, Dr. Peter Harold, HYPO NOE 
Gruppe Bank AG, Mr. Valentin Mihov, Sberbank Europe AG, Dr. Friedrich Jergitsch, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP, Mr. Roland Frankl, Lansky, Ganzger and Partner; Members of the Governors Committee of VEF – 
Mr. Adrian Fulani, Governor of Bank of Albania, Ms. Ernadina Bajrovic, Vice-Governor of Central Bank of 
BiH, also Dr. Gyula Pleschinger, Member of the Monetary Policy Council at National Bank of Hungary, and 
Members of the VEF-Committee of the Presidents of National Chambers of Economy – Dr. Richard Schenz, 
Vice President of Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Mr. Bojidar Danev, President of Bulgarian Industrial 
Association, Mr. Zdravko Jelisic, Vice President of Serbian Chamber of Commerce, and also Mr. Uladzimir 
Ulakhovich, Deputy Chairman of Belarus Chamber of Commerce and Industry, as a Representative from the 
CEI Countries. 

The Main Topics of the conference were: 

•	 Building Bridges – The Role of the Synergy for the Economic Development 
	 of Vienna Economic Forum and CEI Member Countries

•	 Imagine the Future: For a Better Economic Cooperation. 
	 Economic Chamber’s and Bank’s Responsibilities.

•	 Family Business – Role and Perspectives

Several Ambassadors and high representatives from many Embassies in Vienna took part, which was a proof 
that cooperation is the right way to increase and support the economic development.  
  
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva pointed out that she is convinced that exactly the synergy of one 
private, like Vienna Economic Forum, and one governmental body, like CEI, is the right cooperation as seen 
from the present days, when we deal with challenges and change! 
  

28 April 2014, Vienna

VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS –  
BUILDING BRIDGES IN A CHALLENGING TIME

10 years Vienna Economic Forum and
25 years Central European Initiative 

28 April 2014, Raiffeisen Bank International, Vienna 

VET – Building Bridges in a Challenging Time



LOCATION 
Raiffeisen Bank International, 
Raiffeisen Hall, Am Stadtpark 9,
1030 Vienna, Austria

REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

Building Bridges – The Role of the Synergy for the Economic 
Development of VEF and CEI-Member Countries	

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Introduction
Amb. Dr. Heidemaria GÜRER, National Coordinator Central European Initiative (CEI), 
Ministry of Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria

Welcome Addresses 
Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Senior Advisor to the Board, Raiffeisen Bank International AG,
Member of the Honorary Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Amb. Giovanni CARACIOLLO DI VIETRI, Secretary General,
Central European Initiative (CEI), Trieste, Italy

Main Statement 
Amb. Dr. Michael LINHART, Secretary-General for Foreign Affairs, 
Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria

Statements 
Mag. Hermann ANDERL, CEO, CANON CEE, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Mark ALLEN, Senior Adviser on Central and Eastern Europe, 
European Investment Bank  
Dr. Friedrich JERGITSCH, Office Managing Partner Wien, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP, Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

8:30–9:15 a.m. 

9:30–11:00 a.m. 

9:15–9:25 a.m. 

VET – Building Bridges in a Challenging Time 28 April 2014, Vienna

14 15

Vienna Economic Forum as a private non-profit organisation was founded according the Austrian low of 
associations. In it’s already 10 years successful story Vienna Economic Forum has been growing and have 
since 2011 the status International Non-Governmental Organization from the Republic of Austria and since 
2012 the Special Consultative Status at the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). 
    
Vienna Economic Forum wants to thank especially CEI Alternate Secretary General Amb. Dr. Margit 
Waestfelt and Amb. Dr. Heidemaria Gürer, Austrian National Coordinator of Central European Initiative. 
  
Vienna Economic Forum is very grateful to Dr. Herbert Stepic, Founding Father of Vienna Economic Forum 
who was the host of the conference, and Raiffeisen Bank International AG, partner for a long time. 
    
Several members of Vienna Economic Forum are big players in the family business sector of the region, like 
Mr. Hanno Soravia, Founding Father of Vienna Economic Forum, Mr. Christo Iliev, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum, the President of the Association of the Family Business Network (FBN) Bulgaria. 
Their participation, as also of the Representatives of the Family Business Associations in Austria and 
Finland, from Italy, Slovenia, Hungary, Austria, give the confidence that the aspirations for sustainable 
economic development based on the importance of family businesses, become true. 
  
Vienna Economic Forum, as the place where the participants experience the importance of thinking together 
about the present and future economic development, will continue the good cooperation with all member 
countries from South East Europe, and also with Countries from Central and Northern Europe, as Lithuania. 

Program
28 April 2014



NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK

SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Imagine the Future: 
For a Better Economic Cooperation.
Economic Chamber's and Bank's Responsibilities. 

Moderation 
Dr. Peter HAROLD, Chairman of the Management Board, 
HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement
Dr. Richard SCHENZ, Vice-President, 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 

Statements	
Mr. Ardian FULLANI, Governor, Governor of the Bank of Albania, 
Member of the Governors committee of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Bojidar DANEV, President, Bulgarian Industrial Association, 
Member of the Committee of Presidents of the Economic Chambers of Vienna Economic Forum
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY, Partner, LANSKY, GANZGER + partner, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum  
Mr. Valentin MIHOV, Member of the Board of Sberbank Europe AG, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Zdravko JELUŠIĆ, Vice-President, Serbian Chamber of Commerce 
Ms. Ernadina BAJROVIC, Vice-Governor, Centralbank of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Uladzimir ULAKHOVICH, Deputy Chairman, Belarusian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Networking LUNCH – Buffet

Podium Discussion

Family Business – Role and Perspectives.

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Margit WAESTFELT, Alternate Secretary General, 
Central European Initiative (CEI), Trieste, Italy 

Main Statement
Dr. Matti VANHANEN, Former Prime Minister of Finland, Executive Director Family 
Business Network (FBN) Finland – Finnish Family Firms Association

Participants in the Discussion
KR Heinrich SPÄNGLER, President, Family Business Network (FBN) Austria 
Mr. Erik CSERNOVITS, Deputy Secretary General, Central European Initiative (CEI), 
Trieste, Italy
Mr. Christo ILIEV, President, Association of the Family Business Network (FBN), Bulgaria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Ales CANTARUTTI, Director, International Relations Department, 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia 
Mr. Gian Carlo Damir MURKOVIC, President, ACCOA Associazione Camere di 
Commercio per l’Europa Centrale – Chamber of Commerce for Central Europe, Italy  
Dr. Gyula PLESCHINGER, Member of the Monetary Policy Council at National Bank 
of Hungary
Dr. Kurt PUCHINGER, Coordinator, Priority Area 10, EU Strategy for the Danube 
Region, Austria 
Mag. Christian GESSL, Director CEE & Baltics, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

END of Vienna Economic Talks  
“Building Bridges in a challenging time”

11:00–11:30 a.m. 

1:00–2:00 p.m. 

11:30 a.m.–
1:00 p.m. 

2:00–4:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

16 17

VET – Building Bridges in a Challenging Time 28 April 2014, Vienna
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VET – Building Bridges in a Challenging Time 28 April 2014, Vienna

Dr. Richard Schenz, Vice-President, Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber, 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
Mr. Zdravko Jelusic, Vice-President, Serbian 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Bojidar Danev, President, Bulgarian 
Industrial Association, Member of the Committee 
of Presidents of the Economic Chambers of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Michael Linhart, Secretary-General for  
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria,  
Dr. Herbert Stepic, Senior Advisor, Raiffeisen 
Bank International AG, Member of the Honorary 
Committee of Vienna Economic Forum,  
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
Amb. Dr. Heidemaria Gürer

Secretary General Amb. 
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva reported

Amb. Dr. Margit Waestfelt 
reported

KR Hanno Soravia, 
CEO, Soravia Group GmbH, 

Founding Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Christo Iliev, CEO, AG Capital, 
Member of the Board of Vienna

Economic Forum as speaker

Photo Gallery
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Presentation of Mag. Alois Steinbichler, 
Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Valentin Mihov, Member of the Board of 
Sberbank Europe AG, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum

KR Heinrich Spängler, President, FBN Austria, 
Mr. Christo Iliev, CEO, AG Capital, President of 
Association of the Family Business, Bulgaria, 
Amb. Dr. Margit Waestfelt, Alternate Secretary 
General of the Central European Initiative (CEI), 
Dr. Matti Vanhanen, Former Prime Minister of 
Finland, Executive Director FBN Finland – 
Finnish Family Firms Association

Presentation of Mag. Hermann Anderl, 
CEO, CANON CEE GmbH, Member of the Board 

of Vienna Economic Forum 

Moderation by Dr. Peter Harold, Chairman of the 
Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mehmet Hasan Gögüs, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Turkey, Member of the Ambassadors Committee 
of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Peter Harold, Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe 
Bank AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
congratulates the awardees

final preparations ...



MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY  
AT ITS BEST
AME International GmbH is a comprehensive partner in the field of health care with  
over 19 years of experience on an international level. As a total solution provider we unite 
know-how and competence in the field of health care technology projects and provide 
customer-tailored solutions for our clients. Our customers receive comprehensive concepts 
for the realization of their projects and are supported by our competencies at all stages of  
the project.

Our scope of service comprises:

– Project Development
– Consulting
– Financial Services
– Implementation
– Know-how Transfer
– After Sales Service

In the field of:

– Consulting & Hospital Engineering
– Medical Package Solutions
– eHealth Solutions

With our successful strategy of creating long term business relationships we have achieved 
corporate presence across the globe and generated substantial benefits for our clients.



Good for Austria. 

Responsible Gaming. International certific
ations based on 

the strictest criteria confirm
: The Casinos Austria and Austrian 

Lotteries Group is the number one in responsible gaming.
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On 12 May 2014 Vienna Economic Forum in cooperation with Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKO) 
co-organized the Business and Investment Forum Albania with a high-ranking delegation from Albania, 
headed by H.E. Prime Minister Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum. 
 
Host Dr. Christoph LEITL President of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber and Member of the  
Committee of the Presidents of Economic Chambers of the region on Vienna Economic Forum, and  
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum opened the conference. The Opening Speech  
was held by H.E. Edi RAMA, Prime Minister of Albania. 
 
Statements were held by Albanian Ministers: H.E. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economy of Albania 
and Member of the Committee of the Ministers of Economy of the region of Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Damjan GJIKNURI, Minister for Energy and Industry of Albania and H.E. Edmond PANARITI, 
Minister for Agriculture of Albania. 
 
Numerous Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum – VEF-Vice President Mag. Stefan  
SZYSZKOWITZ, Member of the Board, EVN AG, Mag. Heinz MESSINGER, Managing Director, 
AME International GmbH and DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER, Member of the Board, Verbund AG, 
Honorary Member Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Senior Advisor to the Board, Raiffeisen Bank International AG – 
and Members of Vienna Economic Forum took part in Business and Investment Forum Albania. 
 
Around 160 participants took advantage of the exchange of experience and bilateral talks. 
Vienna Economic Forum thanks EVN AG, AME International GmbH and Verbund AG for their support. 

12 May 2014, Vienna

Business and Investment Forum Albania

12 May 2014, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, Vienna 

VET – Business and Investment Forum Albania
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VET – Business and Investment Forum Albania

Program
12 May 2014

LOCATION 
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKÖ), 
Rudolf-Sallinger-Saal, Mezzanine, Wiedner Hauptstraße 63, 1040 Vienna

REGISTRATION 

Opening Session 

Moderation  
Mag. Karl HARTLIEB, Deputy Head of Department, AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT AUSTRIA 

Welcome Address 
Dr. Christoph LEITL, President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, 
President of Vienna Economic Forum 

Keynote Speech 
H.E. Mr. Edi RAMA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement
H.E. Mr. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economic Development, Trade and  
Entrepreneurship of Albania: “The New Economic Masterplan for Albania”, 
Member of the Committee Ministers of Economy of  Vienna Economic Forum

Statements
Ms. Ellen GOLDSTEIN, Director for Southeasteurope and Central Asia, Worldbank
H.E. Mr. Damjan GJIKNURI, Minister for Energy and Industry of the Republic of Albania
H.E. Mr. Edmond PANARITI, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the 
Republic of Albania

Q AND A SESSION with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

COFFEE BREAK 

Panel Discussion

Moderation   
Dr. Peter HASSLACHER, Head, Advantage Austria for Slovenia, Albania, Kosovo 

Statements
Ing. Dietmar REINER, CEO, Energy Ashta, Joint Venture of Verbund AG and EVN AG
Mag. Thomas HANEDER, Partner, TPA Horwath Albania
Christian CANACARIS, CEO, Raiffeisen Bank Albania
Mag. Peter SIMONER, CEO, Österreichische Lotterien Albania
Thorsten BIBA, Regional CEO, RÖFIX Albania

NETWORKING LUNCH 

INDIVIDUAL COMPANY MEETINGS 
BETWEEN AUSTRIAN AND ALBANIAN COMPANIES

9:00-9:30 a.m. 

9:00-11:00 a.m. 

12:30-13:30 a.m. 

13:30-16:00 a.m. 

12 May 2014, Vienna

Welcome address by Dr. Christoph Leitl, 
President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, 

Member of the Vienna Economic Forum Committee 
of Presidents of Economic Chambers

Dr. Erhard Busek, President of  
Vienna Economic Forum 
addressing the audience

Audience

Photo Gallery
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Mag. Heinz Messinger, CEO, AME 
International GmbH, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the Board, 
EVN AG, Vice-President of Vienna Economic Forum, 
DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Member of the 
Board, Verbund AG, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum

Statement of H.E. Mr. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of 
Economic Development, Trade and Entrepreneur-
ship of Albania, Member of the Vienna Economic 
Forum Committee of Ministers of Economy

get together ...

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva and 
Dr. h.c. Karl Blecha, Former Federal Minister 
of Interior of the Republic of Austria, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Member of the Honorary Committee of  
Vienna Economic Forum

The high-ranking delegation of Albania including 
H.E. Mr. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania, 

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Mr. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of Economic 

Development, Trade and Entrepreneurship of 
Albania, Member of the Vienna Economic 

Forum Committee of Ministers of Economy, 
H.E. Mr. Damjan Gjiknuri, Minister for 

Energy and Industry of Albania, 
H.E. Mr. Edmond Panariti, Minister ofAgriculture 

and Rural Development of Albania



          Dear 

             friends of Canon. 

      it´s a pleasure to invite

   you to follow the o	cial  

                          LinkedIn-site of Canon CEE.

  Be the first to read interesting 

      stories around the world of imaging. 

                                    Follow us:

  www.linkedin.com/company/canon-cee 

        Thank you for your interest in advance.

                    Let´s stay in touch! 
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freshfields.com

When you’re working across borders, you need a law firm 
that can advise you anywhere in the world. At Freshfields, 
we’ve been connecting central and south-east Europe to 

global markets for over 40 years. 

Chambers Global calls us ‘an imposing force in the region’. 
We understand the countries’ legal, business and cultural 

environments, and we work with the best local firms to get 
you the right legal team for all your business needs. 

Our worldwide experience and local know-how will make sure 
you’re ready for any deal, dispute or disposal. Freshfields will 

be there for you, whenever and wherever you need us.
Cultural Management Logistics Real Estate Media Environmental Management

75 companies under the umbrella of Wien Holding
Wien Holding stands for future-oriented, sustainable projects which improve the 
quality of life of the population and at the same time secure Vienna´s position as a 
business location. Approximately 75 companies in five business sectors – Cultural 
Management, Real Estate, Logistics, Media, Environmental Management – drive 
growth, create jobs and in the process enhance the quality of life in the city.

facebook.com/wienholding   www.wienholding.at

© Bildagentur Zolles © agentur wulz services © Rita Newman © W24/Philipp Schuster © LBS

The holding company of the
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Vienna Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014 was successfully organized under the patronage 
of the Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Iurie Leanca.

For both days over 300 participants from 18 countries were registered: from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italia, Luxemburg, Monte Carlo, The Netherlands, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom and Moldova.

In his Opening Statement President Dr. Erhard Busek said that things in Moldova improve and by holding 
such events, Vienna Economic Forum focuses on the attraction of long-term investments. “We want Moldova, 
which has incomes lower than the European states, but which has potential and is developing, to benefit 
from the Vienna Economic Forum activities. The solution to rapid development resides in the attraction of 
investments, increase in exports and enhancement of competitiveness of the Moldovan products on the 
European markets,” stated President Dr. Busek.

In his Introductory Statement H.E. Prime Minister Iurie Leanca thanked Vienna Economic Forum for the 
idea of staging this event in Chisinau. “It is a good occasion for discussing the new cooperation opportunities 
that will appear when Moldova signs the Association Agreement with the EU and when the Deep and 
Comprehensive Free Trade Area is created. Our objective is to place Moldova on the political and economic 
man of Europe,” he stated. 

Moldova has been a Member Country of Vienna Economic Forum from the very beginning and it is a proof 
of how high the members of Vienna Economic Forum value Moldova and its way towards market economy 
and EU values so that Vienna Economic Forum organized this specialized meeting for the third time, after the 
years 2008 and 2010. 

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva stated that Vienna Economic Forum focuses on authentic 
values and long-term cooperation and she is convinced, that the markets in CEE continue to offer great 
potential. The close cooperation of Vienna Economic Forum with the governments is an important incentive 
for the achievement of this goal and she very much expects an active cooperation with the Moldovan 
Government in this direction. The aim of Vienna Economic Forum is always concentrated to animate 
investors from different sectors and from different countries for activities in the Vienna Economic Forum 
region. Because only a good balance in the mosaic of foreign investors, a colourful palette of companies 
from different countries, especially in the large structure relevant investments, secures the best choice of a 
country for the national economic development.

VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS – 
CHISINAU MEETING 2014 

10–11 June 2014, Chisinau, Moldova
 
in cooperation with the Moldovan Investment and Export Promotion 
Organisation (MIEPO)



Several Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum took part in the meeting:

•	 Dr. Ognjan Donev, President of the Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria 		
	 (CEIBG), Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum; CEO, Sopharma AD, Bulgaria Member 
	 of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Mag. Heinz Messinger, CEO, AME International GmbH, Austria, 
	 Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

•	 DI Peter Umundum, Member of the Board of Österreichische Post AG,  Austria, 
	 Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

On the second day of the meeting H.E. Mr. Vasile Bumacov, Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry 
and Mr. Mihai Ciocanu, Deputy Minister of Health of Moldova took part with Introductory Statements, 
presenting concrete projects in diverse economic sectors of Moldova.

Vienna Economic Forum is especially proud that after the First Opening Session on 10 June in Vienna 
Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014 we could present The National Energy Globe Award for 
Moldova – which goes to the NGO “First Aid Centre” and Mr. Vitalie Zaharia for the project “Implementing 
the street lighting system with solar cells and LED lamps”, and which was handed over by Mag. Rudolf 
Lukavsky, Commercial Counselor for Romania and Moldova at the Austrian Embassy Bucharest, Romania. 

Following the successful Vienna Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014, on the next day, 
on June 12, 2014, the EU – Moldova International Investors’ Conference was organized, with the 
participation of H.E. Mr. Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, President of the European Commission and 
H.E. Mr. Iurie Leanca, Prime Minister of Moldova. Many Members of Vienna Economic Forum took part in 
the conference, also the Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Mag. Heinz Messinger, CEO, AME 
International GmbH, Austria, and Dr. Ognjan Donev, President of the Confederation of the Employers and 
Industrialists in Bulgaria (CEIBG), Strategic  Partner of Vienna Economic Forum; CEO, Sopharma AD, Bulgaria.
The event was also attended by businessmen and potential investors in the national economy, representatives 
of government structures and agencies, chambers of commerce, and representatives of diplomatic missions. 

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva gave an overview on the Conclusions and Recommenda-
tions of Vienna Economic Forum after the Vienna Economic Talks – Chisinau Meeting 2014 and wished 
the Moldovan economy a realisation of a colourful investors interest and assured that Vienna Economic 
Forum, as the place where the participants experience the importance of thinking together about the present 
and future economic development, will continue the good cooperation with Moldova and the countries of 
the region.

VET – Chisinau Meeting 2014 10 – 11 June 2014, Chisinau
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LOCATION 
Leogrand Convention Centre, Chisinau

REGISTRATION 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

DAY 1 OPENING SESSION

EUROPE AND MOLDOVA – HOW TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT. EXAMPLES FROM FOREIGN INVESTORS

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Impulse Statement
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria, 
President of Vienna Economic Forum

Introductory Statement 
H.E. Mr. Iurie LEANCA, Prime Minister of Moldova

Statements 
Mag. Herbert KRUTINA, Member of the Board, Managing Director, STRABAG AG, Austria
Dr. Karl BLECHA, President, Pensionistenverband, SeniorenReisen, Austria, 
Founding Member and Member of the Honorary Committee of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Akkan SUVER, President, Marmara Group Foundation, Turkey, 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Alex MUNTEANU, Chairman of Business Advisory Council for Southeastern Europe 
and Eurasia (BAC SEE), Thessaloniki, Greece, Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic 
Forum, Head of Private Equity, Dragon Capital, Kiev, Ukraine
Mag. Rudolf LUKAVSKY, Commercial Counselor for Romania and Moldova at the 
Austrian Embassy, Bucharest, Romania 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Cocktail (by invitation) 
hosted by the Government of Moldova

4:45–5:30 p.m.

5:15–5:25 p.m.

5:30–7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Program 10 June 2014



10:30–11:00 a.m. 

8:00–9:00 a.m. 

8:45–8:55 a.m. 

9:00–10:30 a.m. 

12:30–1:00 p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 

11:00 a.m.–
12:30 p.m. 

1:00–2:00 p.m. 

VET – Chisinau Meeting 2014 10 – 11 June 2014, Chisinau
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Program 11 June 2014

REGISTRATION and Coffee

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

DAY 2 FIRST PLENARY SESSION

INVESTMENTS IN MOLDOVAN ECONOMY – HOW TO ATTRACT INVESTORS. 
TAKE THE REAL CHANCE NOW!

Moderation and Opening 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria, 
President of Vienna Economic Forum 

Introductory Statement
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

Impulse Statement
H.E. Mr. Valeriu LAZAR, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Economy of Moldova

Main Statement
Dr. Heinz OLBERS, Director for Lending Activities in Eastern Neighbours 
and Central Asia, European Investment Bank (EIB), Luxembourg 

Statements	
DI Peter UMUNDUM, Member of the Board of Österreichische Post AG, Austria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Juan Luis Martin ORTIGOSA, CEO, Banca Comerciala Romana Chisinau S.A.  
(Erste Group Subsidiary), Moldova
Mr Andrei PLAMADEALA, CFO, ICS Raiffeisen Leasing s.r.l., Moldova
Dr. Gerhard SCHAUMBERGER, Head of Office, Coordination Office for Technical 
Cooperation Austrian Embassy Chisinau, Austrian Development Agency (ADA)
Mr. Alexandru GOZUN, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Moldova Office Leader, Moldova

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Networking Coffee Break

DAY 2 SECOND PLENARY SESSION

CONCRETE PROJECTS IN DIVERSE ECONOMIC SECTORS 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Moderation 
Mag. Heinz MESSINGER, CEO, AME International GmbH, Austria, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum

Introductory Statements
H.E. Andrei USATII, Minister of Health of Moldova 
Mr. Gheorghe GABERI, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of Moldova

Statements
Dr. Ognjan DONEV, President of the Confederation of the Employers and Industrialists 
in Bulgaria (CEIBG), Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum; CEO, Sopharma AD, 
Bulgaria Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mag. Peter HRONOVSKY, Member of the Board, Grawe Carat Asigurari S.A., 
Austria/Moldova 
Mr. Andrei RYBALCHENKO, Managing Partner, Datcross Enterprises Investment Group, 
Great Britain
Mr. Selim BORA, Chairman, SUMMA, Turkey
Mag. Alexander LINKE, Head of Energy, Environment and Climate Change Department, 
Kommunalkredit Public Consulting GmbH, Austria

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Conclusion

CURRENT CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVES 
AFTER CHISINAU MEETING 2014

H.E. Mr. Valeriu LAZAR, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Economy of Moldova 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice-Chancellor of Austria, President of Vienna Economic 
Forum

Farewell Lunch Buffet hosted by the Government of Moldova

End of VIENNA ECONOMIC TALKS – CHISINAU MEETING 2014



LOCATION 
Leogrand Convention Centre,  
Chisinau

Possibilities for bilateral meetings 
for the Vienna Economic Forum Members, organised by MIEPO

With the President of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of Moldova  
Mr. Gheorghe CUCU, Member of the Committee of the Presidents of Economic Chambers 
of Vienna Economic Forum
With Mr. Dorin CHIRTOACA, General Mayor of Chisinau, Member of the Mayors 
Committee of Vienna Economic Forum

Possibility to visit Republican Clinical Hospital

A successful international joint project in Chisinau, together with the project developers

MOLDOVA-EU INTERNATIONAL
INVESTORS CONFERENCE

Keynote speeches

Moldova's AA/DCFTA with the EU:  
what does it mean for the EU?

H.E. Mr. José Manuel Durão BARROSO,  
President of the European Commission

Moldova's AA with the EU:  
what does it mean for Moldovan businesses and citizens?

H.E. Mr. Iurie LEANCA, Prime Minister of Moldova
 
Conclusions and recommendations of Vienna Economic Forum

Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board,
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

3:00–6:00 p.m. 

3:30–5:30 p.m. 

11 June 2014

12 June 2014

10:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.–
6:00 p.m. 

VET – Chisinau Meeting 2014 10 – 11 June 2014, Chisinau
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Photo Gallery

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
President Dr. Erhard Busek, 
H.E. Mr. Iurie Leanca, Prime Minister of Moldova, 
H.E. Mr. Valeriu Lazar, Deputy Prime Minister 
of Moldova

Family Photo

Audience

additional Program
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Dr. Akkan Suver, President, Marmara Group Foundation, 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Ognian Donev, CEO, Sopharma PLC, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum

DI Peter Umundum, Member of the Board, Österreichische 
Post AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Ognian Donev, CEO, Sopharma PLC, 
Vice-President of Vienna Economic Forum 
as speaker

Mag. Peter Hronovsky, Member of the Board, 
Grawe Carat Asigurari S.A.

Mag. Hermann Anderl, CEO, 
Canon CEE GmbH, Member of the Board 

of Vienna Economic Forum



VESTNER AUFZÜGE
Anspruchsvolles Design seit drei Generationen

Vestner Aufzüge GmbH

Humboldtstraße 10

85609 Aschheim-Dornach, Deutschland

Vestner Aufzüge Austria GmbH

Breitenfurter Straße 111-113 / Top2b

1120 Wien, Austria

WWW.VESTNER.DE

Alle unsere Produkte sind darauf abgestellt, 

dass der Kunde sich stets in der höchsten 

Energie-Effizienzklasse bewegt.
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with Dr. Akkan Suver, Strategic Partner 
of Vienna Economic Forum 

Family Photo Decoration of merit for H.E. Iurie Leanca, 
Prime Minister of Moldova

together for the future 
of Moldova



WELCOME TO AUSTRIAS 
MOST COMPETITIVE REGION. 
LIKE THE  COUNTRY, 
SO IT`S BANK. 

www.hyponoe.at



OUR CONSULTANTS 
FOR AUSTRIA’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Investing in public infrastructure stimulates economic development and 
helps to secure our future. Kommunalkredit’s infrastructure consultants, 
with their wealth of know-how and experience, ensure that every project 
becomes a sustainable success – be it in the field of social services, 
energy supply or transport. Covering the full range from project 
structuring through optimal financial planning to project management, 
we reliably provide assistance and support for municipalities, local 
authorities and businesses. 

ENERGY  & 
ENVIRONMENT

SOCIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE TRANSPORT

AUSTRIA’S BANK FOR INFRASTRUCTURE
INFRA BANKING EXPERTS

www.kommunalkredit.at

Lansky, Ganzger + partner closely col-
l -abo rates with external specialists and 
a worldwide network of consultants and 
local advisers. This ensures that the firm 
is able to offer individual, strategic and 
pragmatic all-in-one solutions to their 
national and international clients. Many  

renowned national and inter national banks,  
corporations and companies have, over 
the past years, relied on the firm’s exten-
sive expertise. The all-inclusive approach 
of Lansky, Ganzger + partner clearly distin-
guishes itself from the general standard of 
a conventional, solely legal consultancy.

Successful legal advice means more than simply knowing and applying the law. 
Lansky, Ganzger + partner, one of the leading law firms in Austria and the Slovak 
Republic, has longstanding and profound experience that enables it to deliver an 
all-encompassing, inter disciplinary and cross-regional service of the highest level.

Thinking outside the box  
is not just a phrase,  
but rather our approach  
to legal advice.

V I E N N A  –  B R AT I S L A V A  –  B A K U  –  A S TA N A

LANSKY, GANZGER + partner  
Attorneys at Law

Biberstrasse 5 
A-1010 Vienna (Austria) 
W: www.lansky.at  

T: +43 1 533 33 300 
F: +43 1 532 84 83 
E: office@lansky.at 
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13 June 2014, Vienna

On 13 June 2014 the Board of Vienna Economic Forum together with the Ambassadors of the 
Member Countries invited to the 13th traditional meeting of the friends between the Adriatic and 
the Black Sea. The already in Vienna much-loved “Culinary and musical journey through the 
countries of the Region” with the involvement of all the Member Countries of Vienna Economic 
Forum took place in the garden of the Diplomatic Academy.

The embassies spared no effort to indulge the guests with country specific culinary specialties.  
The artistic performance has been, as in the years before, the highlight of the evening and 
the guest enjoyed the performance of the various artists.: Macedonian folk song “Dimna Juda” 
accompanied by a dance of the folklore group “Makedonka” – Vienna; Ms. Flaka Goranci, 
mezzo-soprano and Mr. Alfred Bushi, guitar, presented the songs “Lule Bore” and “Margjelo” 
from Albania; Turkish folklore dance group from the Gaziantep region with a potpourri of 
a number of folk dances, Mr. Danijel Piller, accordion and Mr. Darko Piller, violin, music 
students from Serbia, played traditional songs from the balkan region, the Bulgarian dance 
group “KITKA” presented bulgarian dances.

The program was moderated by Prof. Eugeniy Chevkenov, Head of the Culture Committee of 
Vienna Economic Forum, the whole organisation was supported by the Vienna Economic Forum – 
mediapartners Cercle Diplomatique et Economique International and Monitor TV, and 
technically by the Vienna Economic Forum – Cooperation parnter Canon CEE GmbH.

More than 400 guests celebrated with good mood, culinary specialities and musical performances.
The unique atmosphere was once again proof of how much the people of the region have 
in common.

The 14th Traditional Garden Party will take place on 19 June 2015 in the Garden of the Diplomatic 
Academy, Vienna.

Meeting of the friends between 
the Adriatic and the Black Sea 

13 June 2014, in the Garden 
of the Diplomatic Academy, Vienna

13th Traditional Garden Party 

13th Traditional Garden Party 
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13th Traditional Garden Party 13 June 2014, Vienna

Photo Gallery

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS (ECOSOC)

EINLADUNG

Gemeinsam mit 

I.I.E.E. Herrn Roland Bimo, Frau Dr. Tanja Milsasinovic Martinovic, 
Frau Mag. Elena Shekerletova,  Herrn Gordan Bakota, 

Herrn Prof. Dr. Gjorgji Filipov, Herrn Andrej Popov, 
Frau Slavica Milacic, Frau Silvia Davidoiu, 

Herr Dr. Andrej Rahten, Herrn Mehmet Hasan Gögüs, 
und 

Frau Geschäftsträgerin a.I. Kateryna Terek-Medveczky
Herren Geschäftsträger a.I. Mag. Blerim Canaj und Edvilas Raudonikis 

und

im Namen des Vorstandes des Vienna Economic Forum

gibt sich

      die Generalsekretärin Botschafterin a.D. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA

die Ehre,

zur

13. Traditionellen Gartenparty
 „Kulinarische und musikalische Reise durch 

die Partnerländer des Vienna Economic Forum“

am Freitag, 13. Juni 2014, von 18.00 bis 22.00 Uhr
im Garten der Diplomatischen Akademie Wien, 

Favoritenstraße 15a, 1040 Wien

 einzuladen.

VEF_Einladung_Jahresbrosch.indd   1 01.03.15   16:05

Cultural program 
for the soul

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, 
with Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner, 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Member 
of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and 

KR Ing. Otto Musilek, Member of 
Vienna Economic Forum

proud to have Monitor TV 
as Media Partner
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with Mag. Hermann Anderl, Managing 
Director, Canon CEE GmbH, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum

unique atmosphere

... how much the poeple 
of the region have in common

with Dr. Karl Stoss, CEO, Casinos Austria AG, 
CEO, Österreichische Lotterien Ges.m.b.H., 
Member of the Board of Vienna
Economic Forum



13th Traditional Garden Party 
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25 
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Made in Austria. Successful in CEE. Zur VIG gehören rund 
50 Versicherungen mit langer Tradition, starken Marken und 
hoher Kunden nähe in 25 Ländern. Was sie alle verbindet, 
ist das Bekenntnis zu Nachhaltigkeit, innovativen Produkten 
und bestem Service. So bilden Vielfalt und Einheit die Sta-
bilität der VIG, der Nummer 1 in ihren Kernmärkten in CEE. 

Noch mehr über die VIG erfahren Sie unter www.vig.com

Inserat_50-25_148x210.indd   1 03.02.15   10:04

be together ...

big artists with Amb. Dr. Hans Winkler, 
Director of the Diplomatic Academy

beauty ...

music from the balkans ...



www.novomatic.com

”We develop great entertainment
for our customers in more than 
80 countries worldwide.“

Creativity and reliability: These are two quali-
ties that make our cutting edge technology 
one of the nation’s most successful exports. 
As a major player in the gaming, sports betting 
and lottery industry, we know that high-tech 
products from Austria have established an im-
peccable reputation and allow us to continue to 
create our winning technology on a daily basis.

Novomatic Anzeige Mitarbeitersujet Technik A5 englisch.indd   1 17.2.15   16:07

Peygarten Ottenstein 60, 3532 Rastenfeld
Tel +43 (0)2826 251, rezeption@hotelottenstein.at

www.hotelottenstein.at

Schlossrestaurant  
Bootsbetrieb

Entspannung genießen
im Hotel & Schloss Ottenstein 

nahe dem fjordähnlichen,
 schönen Kampsee.

Inserat Ottenstein_148,5x210mm_RZ.indd   1 13.02.15   10:27



@@@dieser mann@@@
@@@bewegt 74 millionen@@@

@@@pakete in über@@@
@@@200 länder pro jahr@@@

@@@helmut zaufall, logistik team@@@

@@@dieser mann@@@
@@@bewegt 74 millionen@@@

@@@pakete in über@@@
@@@200 länder pro jahr@@@

@@@helmut zaufall, logistik team@@@

Wer so viel leistet und immer sein Bestes gibt, darf stolz darauf
sein, als Nr. 1 zu gelten. Rund um die Uhr sorgen wir dafür, dass  

Pakete aus aller Welt schnell, pünktlich und sicher ihr Ziel erreichen.
Nutzen auch Sie die vielen Vorteile des stärksten Logistikpartners!

Nähere Infos unter post.at/logistik-team
Wenn’s wirklich wichtig ist, dann lieber mit der Post. 
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AUSTRIA
Sberbank Europe AG

SLOVENIA
CROATIA

SLOVAKIA

HUNGARY

SERBIA

CZECH REPUBLIC

BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA

UKRAINEGERMANY

CEE
expertise
from a single 

source

4,962 
employees

584,635
customers

282
branches

From its headquarters in Vienna, Sberbank 
Europe provides you with links to the most 
economically attractive regions in Russia 
and the CEE countries. 
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On 24 November 2014 the Board of Vienna Economic Forum had the pleasure to welcome more then 
400 participants from 44 countries at the Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna. 

Under the motto “Visions and responsiblities in a changing time” the high-ranking participants such as 
the H.E. Federal President of the Republic of Austria Dr. Heinz Fischer, the Patrons of Vienna Economic 
Forum: H.E. Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria Werner Faymann, H.E. Prime Minister of Albania 
Edi Rama, H.E. Prime Minister of Macedonia Nikola Gruevski, H.E. Prime Minister of Montenegro  
Milo Djukanovic, H.E. Deputy Prime Minister of Bulgaria Tomislav Donchev, Sir Suma Chakrabarti, 
President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development and Amb. Dr. Margit Waestfelt, 
Alternate Secretary General of the Central European Initiative (CEI) discussed in the first session about the 
role of the Economy as a Motor of the development in the Vienna Economic Forum region.

Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO of Telekom Austria Group and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic 
Forum lead the moderation of the Second Plenary Session about the development of IT-Infrastructure and 
the importance of Energy Efficiency. Mag. Bernadette Gierlinger, Section Chief in the Federal Ministry of 
Research, Science and Economy and Mag. Wilhelm Molterer, Vicepresident of the European Investment 
Bank (EIB), discussed together with H.E. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of Economy of Albania and Member of 
the Vienna Economic Forum Committee of Ministers of Economy, Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the 
Board of EVN AG and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, 
Member of the Board of Verbund AG and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Gabriel 
Lansky, Partner at LANSKY, GANZGER + partner, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and 
Ing. Gerald Sturm-Ofenböck, General Manager AT/CEE, Siemens Industry Software, Member of Vienna 
Economic Forum. 

The third Session “As long ad the Danube and the Black Sea connect us – responsibility for today and for the 
future. Cooperation is on demand!” moderated by the President of Vienna Economic Forum Dr. Erhard Busek.  
H.E. Amb. Miklos Lengyel, Vice President of the Danube Commission, Mr. Alan Paic, Head of the 
Investment Compact for South East Europe, Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development 
(OECD), Mr. Mihai Daraban, President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania, Member 
of the Committee of Presidents of the Economic Chambers of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Boris Vujcic, 
Governor of the National Bank of Croatia, Member of the Governors Committee of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Prof. Dr. Helmut Habersack, Universität für Bodenkultur and Dr. Strahil Karapchanski, Deputy Mayor 
of Russe, discussed interesting projects along the river Danube and the in Black Sea Region. 

The fourth Session was dedicated to the growing economic importance of Turkey in the region of Vienna 
Economic Forum. It was organised as COUNTRY FORUM TURKEY in Cooperation with the Investment 
Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), the moderator of the session was DI Peter Umundum, 
Member of the Board of Österreichsche Post AG and Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum. 

11th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Summit 2014

Visions and Responsibilities in a Changing Time

24 November 2014, Palais Niederösterreich, Vienna 



LOCATION 
Palais Niederösterreich,  
Herrengasse 13, 1010 Vienna

REGISTRATION and COFFEE 
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and SOPHARMA AD 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation)

FIRST OPENING ALPHA SESSION

The Economy is the Motor – Visions and 
Responsibilities in a changing time

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Official Opening
H.E. Dr. Heinz FISCHER, Federal President of the Republic of Austria

Main Statement
H.E. Werner Faymann, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria

Panel Discussion

Impulse Statement 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria, 
President of Vienna Economic Forum 

Panelists 
H.E. Mr. Edi RAMA, Prime Minister of Albania, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum
H.E. Mr. Nikola GRUEVSKI, President of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia,  
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum
H.E. Mr. Milo DJUKANOVIC, Prime Minister of Montenegro, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 
H.E. Mr. Tomislav DONCHEV, Deputy Prime Minister for EU funds and Economic Policy 
of the Republic of Bulgaria
Sir Suma CHAKRABARTI, President, European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and DenizBank AG

SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Imaging the Future is our Responsibility: 
Information Technology Age. Energy Efficiency. 

ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY OF  
VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM:

Nomination of  
COOPERATION PARTNER OF THE YEAR 2014 

9:00–10:45 a.m. 

10:45–11:15 a.m. 

8:00–9:00 a.m. 

8:50–9:00 a.m. 

11:15 a.m.–
1:00 p.m. 
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Mr. Arda Ermut, Vice President of Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT),  
Dr. Cetin Nazikkol, CEO of ThyssenKrupp Turkey, Mag. Heinz Messinger, CEO of AME International 
GmbH, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner at Freshfields 
Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, as well as Mr. Mustafa Koca, 
President of the Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON), Mr. Halil Kulluk, President of Intekno 
Group and Chairman of the Business Advisory Council for Southeastern Europe and Eurasia (BACSEE), 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum and Prof. Agni Vlavianos-Arvanitis, President of Biopolitics 
International Organisation, Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum, discussed successful project, their 
own positive experience and the further possibilities and economic perspectives. 

In the yearly festive ceremony for the Vienna Economic Forum Awards the Telekom Austria Group was 
nominated as “Cooperation Partner of the Year 2014”. Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO of Telekom 
Austria Group received the Award. The Award for “Strategic Partner of the Year 2014” was given to the 
Marmara Group Foundation based in Istanbul and its President Dr. Akkan Suver. 

The deepening of cooperation with a Memorandum of Understanding with the Regional Cooperation 
Council (RCC), based in Sarajevo and the Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON), based in 
Istanbul was appreciated by the Secretary General of RCC Goran Svilanovic, and the President of ASKON 
Mr. Mustafa Koca, and Secretary General of ASKON Mr. Bahadir Tuzcu. 

Between Vienna Economic Forum and the Invesment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey 
(ISPAT) a cooperation agreement for the next 3 years was signed in the context of the 11th Vienna 
Economic Forum – Vienna Summit 2014. 

Vienna Economic Forum thanks all its cooperation partners, members and partners for their constant 
support. A special thanks goes to: the Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), 
Austrian Airlines AG, Bären Industriebatterie GmbH, Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy, 
Canon CEE GmbH, DenizBank AG, Socar, Sopharma AD and the Telekom Austria Group. 

Program
24 November 2014



Signing of  
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Regional Cooperation Council (RCC)

Moderation and Introductory Statement 
Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER, Telekom Austria AG,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement 
H.E. Dr. Reinhold MITTERLEHNER, Vice Chancellor and Federal Minister of Science, 
Research and Economy of Austria

Panel Discussion

Impulse Statement 
Mag. Wilhelm MOLTERER, Vice President, European Investment Bank (EIB)	   

Panelists
H.E. Mr. Nihat ZEYBEKCI, Minister of Economy of Turkey, 
Member of the Vienna Economic Forum Committee of Ministers of Economy	
H.E. Mr. Bekim NEZIRI, Minister of Economy of Macedonia 
Mag. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ, Member of the Board, EVN AG, 
Member of the Board, Vice President of Vienna Economic Forum 
H.E. Mr. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economy of Albania, 
Member of the Vienna Economic Forum Committee of Ministers of Economy
DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER, Member of the Board, Verbund AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY, Lansky, Ganzger + Partner Attorneys, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
H.E. Mr. Tomislav RADOS, Deputy Minister of Economy of Croatia
Ing. Gerald STURM-OFENBÖCK, MBA, General Manager AT/CEE, 
Siemens Industry Software, Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Q and A Session
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

LUNCH BUFFET
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and Telekom Austria Group

THIRD PLENARY SESSION 

As long as the Danube and the Black Sea connect us – 
responsibility for today and for the future.  
Cooperation is on demand! Examples and concrete Projects.

Moderation and Impulse Statement 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Former Vice Chancellor of the Republic of Austria

Main Statement 
Mr. Ilker AYCI, President, Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), 
President, World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA)

Signing of  
COOPERATION AGREEMENT between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT)

Nomination of  
STRATEGIC PARTNER OF THE YEAR 2014

Panel Discussion

Participants in the Discussion
H.E. Amb. Miklós LENGYEL, Vice-President, Danube Commission, Hungary
Mr. Alan PAIC, Head of the Investment Compact for South East Europe, 
Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD), Paris, France
Mr. Mihai DARABAN, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania, 
Member of the Committee of Presidents of the Economic Chambers of Vienna Economic Forum
Dr. Boris VUJCIC, Governor, National Bank of Croatia, 
Member of the Governors Committee of Vienna Economic Forum
Univ. Prof. Dr. Helmut HABERSACK, Universität für Bodenkultur Wien, 
UNESCO Chair for “Integrated River Research and Management”
Dr. Ismail SAFI, President, Black Sea – Caspian Sea International Fund, Romania
Dr. Strahil KARAPCHANSKI, Deputy Mayor of Russe, Bulgaria

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

NETWORKING BREAK 
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and BÄREN INDUSTRIE BATTERIE GmbH

COUNTRY FORUM TURKEY 
in Cooperation with the Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT) 

The Role of the Turkish Economy for the development 
of the regional economy – Examples and Visions

Moderation and Impulse Statement 
DI Peter UMUNDUM, Member of the Board, Österreichische Post AG, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement 
H.E. Mr. Nihat ZEYBEKCI, Minister of Economy of Turkey, 
Member of the Committee of Ministers of Economy of Vienna Economic Forum 

Panel Discussion

Participants in the Discussion
Mr. Mustafa KOCA, President, Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON) 
Dr. Willibald PLESSER, Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Erdal BAHCIVAN, Chairman, Istanbul Chamber of Industry
Mag. Heinz MESSINGER, Managing Director, AME International GmbH, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

1:00–2:00 p.m. 

2:00–3:45 p.m. 
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3:45–4:15 p.m. 

4:15–6:15 p.m. 



Mr. Gulmirza JAVADOV, Head of representative office in Austria, State Oil Company 
of the Azerbaijan Republic (SOCAR)
Dr. Çetin NAZIKKOL, CEO, ThyssenKrupp Turkey
Mr. Halil KULLUK, President and CEO, INTEKNO Group, Turkey, Chairman, Business 
Advisory Council for Southeastern Europe and Eurasia (BACSEE)

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Signing of  
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON)

FAREWELL RECEPTION  
for all participants at the 11th Vienna Economic Forum – 
Vienna Summit 2014
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and  
Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT)

END OF THE 11th Vienna Economic Forum – 
VIENNA SUMMIT 2014

7:30 p.m. 
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Photo Gallery

before the beginning
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preparations

The conference hall ...

H.E. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania, Patron of 
Vienna Economic Forum with Dr. Willibald Plesser, 
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

encounters

... is filling steadily

before the beginning

Dr. Ognian Donev, CEO, Sopharma PLC, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Milo Djukanovic, Prime Minister of 
Montenegro, Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner, Freshfields 
Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum

Family Photo

Members of th Board of  
Vienna Economic Forum
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Time to start

H.E. Dr. Heinz Fischer, 
Federal President of 
the Republic of Austria, 
H.E. Werner Faymann, 
Federal Chancellor of 
the Republic of Austria, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 
and high ranking participants

H.E. Mr. Nikola Gruevski, President 
of the Government of Macedonia, 

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

Opening speech by President 
Dr. Erhard Busek

the Alpha Session

H.E. Mr. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Mr. Milo Djukanovic, 
Prime Minister of Montenegro, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum
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H.E. Dr. Heinz Fischer, 
Federal President 
of the Republic of Austria

interested audience President Dr. Erhard Busek

Sir Suma Chakrabart, 
President, European Bank 

for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) Presentation by Mag. Wilhelm Molterer, Vice-President, 

European Investment Bank (EIB)
Moderation by Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO, Telekom Austria 
Group, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Werner Faymann, 
Federal Chancellor 
of the Republic of Austria
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thinking together

Vision for Europe

imaging the future

Statement by DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Member of the Board, 
Verbund AG, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Dr. Heinz Fischer, President of the 
Republic of Austria congratulates 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Presentation by DI Peter Umundum, 
Member of the Board, Österreichische 
Post AG, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Presentation by Dr. Willibald Plesser, 
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 

LLP, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Family Photo
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Family Photo

Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Anatolian Businessmen 

Association (ASKON)

Turkey Session

Questions and Answersvisions for the region

Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner, 
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, 
Member of the Board of Vienna 
Economic Forum

Mag. Stefan Szyzskowitz, Member of the Board, 
EVN AG, Vice-President Vienna Economic Forum, 
H.E. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of Economy of 
Albania, Member of the Committee of Ministers of 
Economy of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter, CEO, Telekom Austria 
Group, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic 
Forum, Dr. Gabriel Lansky, Parnter, LANKSY, 
GANZGER + partner, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum
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bringing the whole region together

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, President Dr. Erhard Busek and the Turkish delegation 
including Mr. Mustafa Koca, President, Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON), Strategic Partner of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Mr. Arda Ermut, Vice-President, Investment Support and Promotion Agency of 
Turkey (ISPAT), Member of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Cetin Nazikkol, CEO, ThyssenKrupp Turkey

Certificate for Mag. Eva Stockhammer, longstanding 
Project Manager of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Ognian Donev, CEO, Sopharma PLC, 
H.E. Milo Djukanovic, Prime Minister of Montenegro, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum, H.E. Edi Rama, 
Prime Minister of Albania, Patron of Vienna 
Economic Forum, H.E. Tomislav Donchev, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Bulgaria H.E. Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski 

and the Macedonian delegation 
with VEF-Board Members

H.E Edi Rama, Prime Minister of 
Albania, Patron of Vienna Economic 

Forum with the Vienna Economic 
Forum Board Members 

DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, 
Member of the Board of Verbund AG 

and Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, 
Member of the Board of EVN AG



Telekom Uniqua

There is a simple way to get cities to save 
energy: By making them intelligent. From 
public transportation to building technology: 

Siemens not only constructs environment-
friendly rails and metros, but also develops 
integrated building technology solutions 
and traffic management systems that help 
modern cities to save energy.

Green Light for the future. 
Our Systems for intelligent cities preserve the environment.

And boost the economy at the same time.

siemens.com/answers

In this way, we also create completely new 
job profiles that bring environmental     
protection and economic growth into    
harmony with each other: a great outlook 
for the future!    

You can find further solutions to the chal-
lenging issues of   our time on our website.

Zukunft_Vienna Night_engl_A5.indd   1 30.01.2014   13:36:33
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We shape the world of communications 
in eight CEE countries.

The Telekom Austria Group connects people with 
the future of telecommunications. Roughly 16,000 
employees serve almost 23 million customers in 
eight CEE countries. We offer telecommunication 
services for all areas of life and provide the key 
infrastructure for the knowledge society of the 
21st century. We want to make digital innovation a  
positive experience in every home and at every  
workplace. The core of implementation is the con- 
vergence of fixed net and mobile communica- 
tions – everything from one source – to make the 
central infrastructure for the knowledge-based 
society easy to use.

www.telekomaustria.com 
Twitter: @TA_Group

0218_tag_anzeige.indd   1 2/18/14   5:41 PM

In 20 markets, the focus
is one thing: people.

insurance

Inserat_International_E_A5_3abf.indd   1 11.02.13   15:35
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Strategic Partner of the Year 2014Cooperation Partner of the Year 2014

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM AWARDs

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS (ECOSOC)

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM AWARD 
Strategic Partner of the Year 2014

presented to

Dr. Akkan SUVER
President, Marmara Group Strategic and Social Research Foundation

Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 

for his contribution to the economic development 

on national and regional level 

in the countries of Vienna Economic Forum 

Vienna, 24 November 2014

VEF_Urkunde_2014_A4_4C_LY2.indd   1 01.03.15   16:13

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS (ECOSOC)

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM AWARD 
Cooperation Partner of the Year 2014

presented to

Dr. Hannes AMETSREITER
CEO, Telekom Austria Group

Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

for his contribution to the economic development 

on national and regional level 

in the countries of Vienna Economic Forum 

Vienna, 24 November 2014
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Dr. Akkan Suver receives the Award 
Strategic Partner of the Year 2014

Dr. Hannes Ametsreiter receives the Award 
Cooperation Partner of the Year 2014
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Today Vienna Economic Forum has a Memorandum of 
Understanding with 25 partner organisations 
from various countries:

•	Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON), Istanbul, Turkey
•	Biopolitics International Organisation (B.I.O.), Athens, Greece 
•	Bled Strategic Forum, Bled, Slovenia
•	Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI), Sofia, Bulgaria 
•	Business Advisory Council for Southeast Europe and Eurasia (BACSEE), Thessaloniki, Greece
•	Central Europe Initiative – CEI, Trieste, Italy 
•	Conferederation of the Employers and Industrialists in Bulgaria – CEIBG, Sofia, Bulgaria
•	Diplomatic Acedemy Vienna, Vienna, Austria
•	EastEuroCo Executive Search Group, Budapest, Hungary
•	European Center for Environmental Economy (ECEE), Sofia, Bulgaria
•	Federation of Austrian Industries, Vienna, Austria
•	Foreign Investors Services d.o.o., Belgrade, Serbia
•	Hayek Institute, Vienna, Austria
•	Handelskammer Schweiz-Österreich-Liechtenstein, Vienna, Austria 
•	Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa (IDM), Vienna, Austria
•	International Business and Diplomatic Exchange (IBDE), London, United Kingdom
•	Marmara Group Strategic and Social Research Group, Istanbul, Turkey
•	Österreichischer Gewerbeverein, Vienna, Austria
•	East-Forum Berlin of the Ost-Ausschuss der deutschen Wirtschaft, Berlin, Germany
•	Regional Cooperation Council Secretariat, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
•	Risk Management Laboratory of the New Bulgarian University, Sofia, Bulgaria
•	The Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DEIK), Istanbul, Turkey
•	Turkish Enterprise and Business Confederation (TURKONFED), Istanbul, Turkey 
•	TSOMOKOS GROUP INTERNATIONAL d.o.o., Belgrade, Serbia
•	Union of Black Sea and Caspian Confeederation of Enterprises (UBCCE), Athens, Greece; 
	 Istanbul, Turkey; Baku, Azerbaijan

Chairman of the Ost-Ausschuss der Deutschen 
Wirtschaft Dr. Eckehard Cordes and 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 
sign the Memorandum of Understanding 
in the presence of 
Vice-Chancellor of Germany H.E. Sigmar Gabriel

Mr. Mustafa Koca, President, 
Anatolian Businessmen Association (ASKON), 
President Dr. Erhard Busek and 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Signing of the Memorandum with 
President Dr. Erhard Busek, 

Mr. Goran Svilanovic, Secretary General, 
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) 

and Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva
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Dear Members, Partners and Friends 
of Vienna Economic Forum,

for a European future

We can by all means describe 2014 as good and successful years for our activities.

Our status as International Non-Governmental Organization and the Special consultative 
status at the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC), gives us new 
chances to spread the visions of Vienna Economic Forum not only within Europe but world wide and 
first results are already facts!

Therefore I am also delighted to inform you that Vienna Economic Forum has registered successfully as 
international NGO in the Transparency Register of the European Commission and European 
Parliament. 

The number of countries from which Vienna Economic Forum Members come from steadily grows and 
we can welcome two new Members of the Board from Vienna Economic Forum. In 2014 these are the 
Vestner Aufzüge GmbH from Germany and the Investment Support and Promotion Agency 
of Turkey (ISPAT). The internationalisation of the VEF-Board works and this is very positive. The 
enlargement of the activities of Vienna Economic Forum also geographically, I see as one of our primary 
goals for the next years. 

Vienna Economic Forum grows and gains importance and we should use this success in an especially 
difficult time for our economy for further economical cooperation and networking in the region.

In the 11 years of its existence Vienna Economic Forum grew and I am convinced that the time is ready 
for Vienna Economic Forum not only to be THE platform in Vienna, but to be a European platform 
in Vienna, in order to provide the numerous members and partners from the economy and politics in 
the member countries: a platform for building trust, for exchange of ideas and concrete cooperation in 
the economy and business world but also with state institutions and political circles. A platform where 
visionaries meet. 

The 11th Vienna Economic Forum we organised as Vienna Summit 2014 and the outstandingly good 
echo gives us further confidence. We already work on the organisation of the 12th Vienna Economic 
Forum on 23 November 2015 as Vienna Dialogue 2015 and I strongly believe that our Vienna 
Economic Forum is, as it is stated in the statutes of Vienna Economic Forum already in 2004 a  
“place of definition, encounter, and of realising the public and private interests in connection with the 
various projects in the region as part of the united Europe.”

Let us achieve new horizons!

Yours,

 

 
Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 
Member of the Board 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum

Dkfm. Simon Vestner, CEO, Vestner Aufzüge GmbH, Germany, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Mr. Ilker Ayci, President, Investment Support 
Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva and 
H.E. Kristalina Georgieva, Vice-President of the European Commission

Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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Power to the future: 
VERBUND offers renewable energy  
and innovative solutions.

VERBUND’s run-of-the-river power plant of Freudenau

VERBUND’s power plant at Malta

The company generates  
more than ninety percent of  
its electricity from renewable 
energies and is a guarantor 
for clean energy, both in 
Austria and in its second most 
important market Germany. 
VERBUND operates at all 
levels from generating power, 
transmitting and supplying 
electricity to trading and 
distribution.

VERBUND is Austria’s  
leading electricity company 
and one of the largest pro-
ducers of electricity from 
hydropower in Europe.

 
In these times of radical 
changes in the energy  
market VERBUND focuses on 
its backbone as a renewable 
supplier and sees strong 
potential for growth with 
innovative offers and oppor-
tunities for our private and 
business customers.




