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History of a Vision History of a Vision 

Dear members of 
vienna economic forum!

Dr. Erhard Busek
President 

Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva
Secretary General 

The year 2015 is behind us and we want to inform you about our common Vienna Economic Forum activities 
throughout the year. Here it is – our traditional annual booklet that tries to represent within some pages in 
words and pictures the whole year – a year full of dynamic, rapid changes in the business world and the political 
environment, mass migrations and major challenges Europe and worldwide.

This year, Vienna Economic Forum continued to be the platform for creating the best opportunities for our 
members for their own economic activities and to contribute thus to more prosperity in the whole region. Our 
events are increasingly meeting places for realizations of public and private interests, and we are pleased to 
contribute with our support to various projects in the region to its further growth as a part of a united Europe.

The member countries of the Vienna Economic Forum – the six countries of the Western Balkans – Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia are strongly moved into the focus of the 
European Union and it is an important development that the Prime Ministers of these countries meet together – 
on the beginning at the First Western Balkans conference in Berlin in August 2014 then, in the Second Western 
Balkans conference in August 2015 in Vienna. 

To support the important common European goal, we have therefore organized together with the Albanian 
government on 27 May 2015 the Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Talks 2015 and all 6 Prime Ministers 
met together around one table for the first time in a capital of a country in the region – in Tirana. This is not 
ordinary, and thus the Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Talks 2015 were described as a historical event 
by all regional media reports. Our aim is to organize our Vienna Economic Talks in this format on a rotating 
basis, particularly by supporting joint border infrastructure projects, which were designated in 2nd Westbalkan 
Conference in Vienna as a priority.

We, of the Vienna Economic Forum, are strongly convinced that the EU should support the economic 
development of all VEF-Members distinctively and thus promote the integration of the Western Balkan countries 
as soon as possible. The region is part of Europe and deserves to be considered as such. The interest in the region 
is also reflected in the activities of various countries from other regions of the world. China is very active in the 
region and shows with its “16 plus 1”- Initiative strategic thinking and rapid response. When we see the Western 
Balkans from this geopolitical perspective, the unity of Europe should also develop in this direction.

During our meetings in 2015 we experienced again and permanently the importance of cooperation and 
its significance for achieving positive and concrete results on regional and sub regional level, even more and 
especially in such turbulent times.

On 18 June 2015 we held Vienna Economic Talks – Investments and Regional Cooperation which 
we organized together with our strategic partner the Tsomokos Group International in the Studio 44 of 
Austrian Lotteries in Vienna.

The 14th Traditional Garden Party “Culinary and musical journey through the partner countries of 
Vienna Economic Forum” on 19 June 2015 was once again a lovely event and once again showed how much 
people from the region have in common and how important the good economic development and the peaceful 
relations are between neighbouring countries from the Region of Vienna Economic Forum. 

At the 12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialoque 2015 on 23 November 2015 we had the pleasure 
to welcome participants from 39 countries at Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna, 64 % of which came from 
abroad. High ranking participants and decision makers discussed under the mottos “Investments as a motor 
for Competitiveness and Growth” about the topics “How can Europe Grow?”, “Can Banks stimulate growth?”, 
“Investments as a motor. How to create Jobs – regional, sub-regional and Europe-wide?”, “Is a common regional 
Investment Strategy Possible?”, “The European way to a more pragmatic aspect. Visions and investor response 
world-wide”.

In the annual ceremony for the Vienna Economic Forum Awards “Country Partner of the Year 2015” 
was awarded Albania and as “Cooperation Partner of the Year 2015” the Casinos Austria AG and Chief 
Executive Officer Dr. Karl Stoss were nominated. 

 
Dear Members,

We want to thank you – VEF-members, but also all partners and friends of Vienna Economic Forum, for yours 
continuous support and active participation at all conference, forums and international Talks, which Vienna 
Economic Forum organised or co-organised in Vienna and abroad.

We are convinced that Europe needs the Vienna Economic Forum region and that many young, ambitious, 
to a large extent very well-educated and hard-working people who still have fresh, untapped energies would be 
an immense asset for Europe. 

If Europe and the EU wants to play a global role, then it must also state that the countries from the region clearly 
belong geographically to Europe, and those who are not yet EU members, should become part of the European 
Union, and to insert these different parts into the mosaic that is the European Union.

We will further actively work for this goal and we can ensure you, that Vienna Economic Forum will continue 
the good cooperation for further economic development in and between the member countries, in all directions 
of the region, in Europe and worldwide.

We are looking forward to meet all of you at the 13th Vienna Economic Forum –  
Vienna Future Dialogue 2016, on 21 November 2016 in Vienna! 
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Facsimile Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC)

United Nations  Nations Unies

Non-Governmental Organizations Branch
Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
DC1-1480, 1 U.N. Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017   •   Tel.  (212) 963-8652   •   Fax (212) 963-9248 

Website:   www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo    •   Contact: www.un.org/ecosoc/ngo/contact

27 July 2012

Dear NGO Representative,

I am pleased to inform you that the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) at its Substantive Session of 
July 2012 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to 
grant Special consultative status to your organization Vienna Economic Forum. On behalf of all staff of 
the Non-Governmental Organizations Branch, please accept our heartfelt congratulations.

        Consultative status for an organization enables it to actively engage with ECOSOC and its subsidiary 
bodies, as well as with the United Nations Secretariat, programmes, funds and agencies in a number of ways. 
In order to better understand this relationship, we take this opportunity to provide some critical information 
about the privileges that consultative status with ECOSOC confers on your organization, as well as the 
obligations that your organization will be required to meet under this relationship. We therefore urge you 
to take the time to carefully review the information we have provided below.

Privileges and benefits of consultative status

1)   ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31

Arrangements for consultations with NGOs are regulated by ECOSOC resolution 1996/31, adopted by 
the Council on 25 July 1996. Please review the entire resolution at: 
http://csonet.org/content/documents/199631.pdf  for detailed information . It provides information on 
ways to participate in the work of the Council, including opportunities to organizations such as yours 
to consult with Member States and the United Nations system at large, based on the nature and scope 
of work that your organization undertakes. Consultative relationship with NGOs also enables the 
Council or one of its bodies to seek expert information or advice from organizations with special 
competence in a subject matter.

Consultative status allows you to be informed about the provisional agenda of the Economic and 
Social Council;

 

.../..

 

Vienna Economic Forum
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BoardBoard

BOARD OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

chair

Dr. Erhard BUSEK � President
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

Ambassador Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA � Secretary General 
Vienna Economic Forum 

Mag. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ � First Vice-President 
Member of the Board, EVN AG � Reporter

Dr. Ognian DONEV� Vice-President 
Chairman of the Board of Directors and Executive Director, 
Sopharma PLC, Bulgaria 

Mag. Heinz MESSINGER� Financial Referent 
Managing Director, AME International GmbH

Mr. Hermann ANDERL � Board Member
Managing Director, Canon CEE GmbH
Mr. Arda ERMUT� Board Member
President, Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey
Mr. Emmanuel FOREST� Board Member
CEO, BOUYGUES Europe, Belgium

KR Peter HANKE� Board Member
CEO, Wien Holding GmbH
Dr. Peter HAROLD� Board Member
Chairman of the Management Board, HYPO NOE Gruppe Bank AG

Ing. Wolfgang HESOUN� Board Member
General Director, SIEMENS AG Österreich	
Dr. Gabriel LANSKY� Board Member
Partner, LANSKY, GANZGER + partner
Mag. Harald NEUMANN� Board Member
CEO, NOVOMATIC AG
Dr. Willibald PLESSER� Board Member
Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP 
Dr. Milan PARIVODIC� Board Member
Principal Attorney at law, Parivodic Advokati / Lawyers

DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER � Board Member
Member of the Board, Verbund AG 
Mag. Alois STEINBICHLER � Board Member
Director of the Board, Kommunalkredit Austria
Dr. Karl STOSS � Board Member
CEO, CASINOS Austria AG	
CEO, Österreichische Lotterien Ges.m.b.H.	
DI Peter UMUNDUM� Board Member
Member of the Board, CEO, Österreichische Post AG
Mr. Simon VESTNER� Board Member
Geschäftsführer, VESTNER AUFZÜGE GmbH, Germany

BOARD MEMBERS
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Honorary CommitteeHonorary Committee

HONORARY COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Dr. Josef TAUS, Member of the Supervisory Board, Management Trust Holding AG, 
First President of Vienna Economic Forum

Mag. Andreas TREICHL, CEO, Erste Group Bank AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Wolfgang SCHÜSSEL, Former Federal Chancellor of Austria

Dr. Walter ROTHENSTEINER, Chairman, Raiffeisen Zentralbank Österreich AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Rudolf GRUBER, Former President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Klaus LIEBSCHER, Former Governor of the Austrian National Bank,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Martin BARTENSTEIN, Former Federal Minister of Economy 
of the Republic of Austria

Dr. h.c. Karl BLECHA, Former Federal Minister of Interior of the Republic of  
Austria, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Heinz SUNDT, General Director a.D., Telekom Austria AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

KR Dkfm. Elisabeth GÜRTLER, CEO, Hotel Sacher Vienna

Dr. Burkhard HOFER, President of the Supervisory Board of EVN AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Prof. Dr. Suzanne RÖDLER, Medical Specialist for internal Medicine and  
Cardiology, Medical University of Vienna AKH

Mag. Josef MAYER, Former Vice Minister of the Ministry of Economy  
of the Republic of Austria

Amb. Prof. Vesna Borozan, PhD, Sts. Cyril and Methodius University Skopje, 
Macedonia

Dr. Andreas BRANDSTETTER, CEO, UNIQA Versicherungen AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Georg PÖLZL, CEO, Österreichische Post AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

DI Wolfgang ANZENGRUBER, Chairman of the Managing Board, Verbund AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Senior Advisor to the Board, Raiffeisen Bank International AG, 
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Dkfm. Karl FINK, Member of the Executive Board, Wiener Städtische  
Versicherungsverein, Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Veit SORGER, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Mondi AG,  
Founding Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Amb. Daria KRSTICEVIC, Head of Office, State Office for Croats Abroad

Dr. Claus RAIDL, President, Oesterreichische Nationalbank

Dr. Franz WOHLFAHRT, Lawyer, Honorary Consul of Croatia with 
Consular District Lower Austria

Dr. Johann SOLLGRUBER, European Commission Representation in Austria

 p
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Patrons /Governors / Ministers of Economy  Ambassadors / Presidents of Chambers of Economy

H.E. Mr. Werner FAYMANN, Federal Chancellor of the Republic of Austria
H.E. Mr. Edi RAMA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania 
H.E. Mr. Denis ZVIZDIC, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Mr. Boyko BORISSOV, Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria 
H.E. Mr. Tihomir ORESKOVIC, Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Mr. Isa MUSTAFA, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo
H.E. Mr. Algirdas BUTKEVICIUS, Prime Minister of the Republic of Lithuania
H.E. Mr. Nikola GRUEVSKI, President of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Milo DJUKANOVIC, Prime Minister of Montenegro 
H.E. Mr. Dacian CIOLOS, Prime Minister of Romania

Patrons Committee of Vienna Economic Forum

COMMITTEE OF PRESIDENTS OF CHAMBERS OF ECONOMY 
OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Dr. Christoph LEITL, President, Austrian Federal Economic Chamber 
Mr. Nikolin JAKA, President, Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Tirana, Albania
Mr. Bojidar DANEV, Executive President, Bulgarian Industrial Association 
Mr. Safet GERXHALIU, President, Kosova Chamber of Commerce
Mr.  Rimantas STANKEVICIUS, President, Lithuanian Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Valeriu LAZAR, President, Economic Chamber of Moldova
Mr. Velimir MIJUŠKOVIĆ, President, Chamber of Economy of Montenegro
Mr. Marko CADEZ, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Serbia
Mr. Samo HRIBAR MILIČ, President, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia
Mr. Mihai DARABAN, President, Chamber of Economy of Romania
Mr. Gennadiy CHYZHYKOV, President, Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

H.E. Mr. Roland BIMO, Ambassador of the Republic of Albania
H.E. Mr. Tomislav LEKO, Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Ms. Elena SHEKERLETOVA, Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria
H.E. Dr. Vesna CVJETKOVIC, Ambassador of the Republic of Croatia
H.E. Mr. Sami UKELLI, Ambassador of the Republic of Kosovo
H.E. Loreta ZAKAREVICIENE, Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania
H.E. Dr. Vasilka POPOSKA TRENEVSKA, Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Andrei POPOV, Ambassador of the Republic of Moldova	
H.E. Mr. Ivan MILIC, Ambassador of Montenegro	
H.E. Dr. Andrej RAHTEN, Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia
H.E. Mr. Mehmet Hasan GÖGÜS, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey
H.E. Dr. Oleksandr SCHERBA, Ambassador of Ukraine

AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Prof. Dr. Ewald NOWOTNY, Governor of Oesterreichische Nationalbank
Mr. Gent SEJKO, Governor of the Bank of Albania
Mr. Kemal KOZARIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Mr. Dimitar RADEV, Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Bulgaria
Mr. Boris VUJCIC, Ph.D., Governor of the Croatian National Bank
Mr. Bedri HAMZA, Governor of the Central Bank of Kosovo
Mr. Dimitar BOGOV, Governor of the National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia
Mr. Dorin DRAGUTANU, Governor of the National Bank of Moldova
Mr.  Milojica DAKIC, Governor of the Central Bank of Montenegro
Mr. Boštjan JAZBEC, Ph.D., Governor of the Bank of Slovenia

GOVERNORS COMMITTEE OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

Vienna Economic Forum is proud to announce that the committees  
of Vienna Economic Forum which are open for new members, are:

•	Committee of Mayors of the Region
•	Culture Committee

H.E. Dr. Reinhold MITTERLEHNER, Minister of Economy of Austria
H.E. Mr. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economy of Albania
H.E. Mr. Bojidar LUKARSKI, Minister of Economy of Bulgaria
H.E. Mr. Blerand STAVILECI, Minister of Economy of Kosovo 
H.E. Mr. Evaldas GUSTAS, Minister of Economy of Lithuania
H.E. Mr. Bekim NEZIRI, Minister of Economy of Macedonia
H.E. Mr. Vladimir KAVARIC, Minister of Economy of Montenegro
H.E. Dr. Costin Grigore BORC, Minister of Economy of Romania
H.E. Mr. Mustafa ELITAS, Minister of Economy of Turkey

COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY
OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM
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The six countries of the Western Balkans – Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia have become into focus of the European Union and it is 
an important advance that the Prime Ministers of these countries meet together. To support the 
common European goal, the Vienna Economic Forum organized together with the Albanian 
government on the initiative of H.E. Prime Minister Edi Rama, the Vienna Economic Forum – 
Tirana Talks 2015.

All Prime Ministers of the region, H.E. Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina Denis Zvizdic, 
H.E. Prime Minister of Kosovo Isa Mustafa, H.E. Prime Minister of Macedonia Nikola Gruevski, H.E. 
Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Djukanovic and H.E. Prime Minister of Serbia Aleksandar Vucic, 
described it as an important event and signal for the whole region which makes an important 
contribution to the common way to the European Road and to the investment strategy in the 
Western Balkans as an important part of the VEF-region.

Vienna Economic Forum is proud that all 6 Prime Ministers of the Western Balkan countries 
have accepted the invitation to participate at the Vienna Economic Forum – 
Tirana Talks 2015. 

The conference in Tirana has had an enormously large and exclusively positive response in all 
Balkan countries and was marked as a historical conference and has long been a central theme 
of all media in the region. 

The Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Talks 2015 has shown that it is possible to work for  
the benefit of the whole region. Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic has very exactly brought 
the atmosphere to the point: “Let us, as then, Germany and France have made, all look forward 
together.”

The Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Board 
Member, Verbund AG and Mag. Heinz Messinger, Managing Director, AME GmbH, presented 
their expertise on investment opportunities in Albania and the region to the numerous high-level 
decision-makers and thus contributed greatly to the success of the conference.

27–28 May 2015, Tirana

Vienna Economic Forum – Tirana Talks 2015 

27–28 May 2015, Tirana

VEF – Tirana Talks



           

Opening Ceremony  
Venue: Palace of Brigades

Welcoming 
H.E. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of Economic Development, Trade, Tourism,  
and Entrepreneurship, Member of the Committee of Ministers of Economy 
of Vienna Economic Forum 

Opening Remarks 
Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna Economic Forum 

Keynote speaker  
H.E. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania

Registration of the attendees  
Venue: Palace of Brigades

High level segment “From Berlin to Vienna”:  
bringing back geopolitical certainty 
to the Western Balkans.

Moderator   
Mr. Joschka Fischer, Former Vice-Chancellor of Germany 

Panellists 
H.E. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania
H.E. Aleksandar Vucic, Prime Minister of Serbia
H.E. Isa Mustafa, Prime Minister of Kosovo
H.E. Milo Djukanovic, Prime Minister of Montenegro
H.E. Denis Zvizdic, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina
H.E. Nikola Gruevski, Prime Minister of Macedonia

Family photo

Coffee break

Wise men segment “Bridging the gap between 
the EU and the region”: innovative strategies 
to attract FDI through connectivity

Moderator   
Mr. Ricardo Hausmann 

7:15 p.m. 

11.30 a.m. 

8:45 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

Panellists 
H.E. Arben Ahmetaj, Minister of Economic Development, Trade, Tourism, 
and Entrepreneurship, Member of the Committee of Ministers 
of Economy of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Massimo D’Alema, Former Prime Minister of Italy
Mr. Joschka Fischer, former Vice-Chancellor of Germany
Mr. Hubert Vedrine, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of France
Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Member of the Board of VERBUND AG, 
Member of the Board of VEF
Mr. Heinz Messinger, Managing Director, AME International Gmbh, 
Member of the Board of VEF

VEF – Tirana Talks 27–28 May 2015, Tirana

14 15

Program
27 May 2015

28 May 2015
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VEF – Tirana Talks 27–28 May 2015, Tirana

H.E. Isa Mustafa, Prime Minister of Kosovo

H.E. Edi Rama, Prime Minister of Albania H.E. Milo Djukanovic, Prime Minister of Montenegro

Mag. Heinz Messinger, Managing Director,
AME International GmbH, Member of the Board
of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Nikola Gruevski, Prime Minister of Macedonia

H.E. Denis Zvizdic, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina H.E. Aleksandar Vucic, Prime Minister of Serbia

DI Dr. Günther Rabensteiner, Member of the Board 
of VERBUND AG, Member of the Board 
of Vienna Economic Forum

Photo Gallery
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LEARN 
FROM 
INNOVATION

PROFIT

www.canon-cee.com 

How do you become No. 1? It’s simple: every day we do our 
best to bring you the best possible service. Around the clock 

we ensure that parcels from all over the world reach their 
destination quickly, safely and in time. You also can benefit 

from the advantages of the strongest logistics partner!
For more information, please visit www.post.at/logistics-team 

If it really counts, rely on Austrian Post.

@@@this man moves 70 million@@@
@@@parcels to more than 200@@@

@@@countries every year.@@@
@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@

@@@this man moves 74 million@@@
@@@parcels to more than 200@@@

@@@countries every year.@@@
@@@helmut zaufall, logistics team@@@

1055_POST_CUBE_ALLG_ViennaEconomicForum_engl_148x210abf_ICv2.indd   1 15.01.16   12:43
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Gut für Österreich. 

Wir setzen auf CSR. Vom Spielerschutz über den schonenden 

Umgang mit Ressourcen bis hin zur Unterstützung zahlreicher  

Organisationen und Projekte im Interesse der Allgemeinheit:  

Casinos Austria lebt Corporate Social Responsibility seit seiner 

Gründung vor mehr als 45 Jahren. Für Mensch und Umwelt.  

Aus Überzeugung.

Ein Gewinn  

für die Zukunft

CA_SM_Inserat_CSR_A5.indd   1 10.02.16   13:43

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY 
AT ITS BEST
AME International GmbH is a comprehensive partner in the fi eld of health care with 
over 20 years of experience on an international level. As a total solution provider we unite 
know-how and competence in the fi eld of health care technology projects and provide 
customer-tailored solutions for our clients. Our customers receive comprehensive concepts 
for the realization of their projects and are supported by our competencies at all stages of 
the project.

OUR SCOPE OF SERVICE COMPRISES:

– Project Development
– Consulting
– Financial Services
– Implementation
– Know-how Transfer
– After Sales Service

IN THE FIELD OF:

– Consulting & Hospital Engineering
– Medical Package Solutions
– eHealth Solutions

Our technical expertise and project management capabilities are supported by a strong 
fi nancial background and access to project fi nancing. 
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“The Vienna Economic Talks – Investments and Regional Cooperation” were organized on 18 June 2015 
by Vienna Economic Forcum together with its strategic partner the Tsomokos Group International 
in Studio 44 of Austrian Lotteries, Rennweg 44, 1030 Wien, with the friendly support of Casinos Austria, 
cooperation partner of VEF.

Topics were: 

•	Regional Cooperation is on demand! Investments needs and possibilities in the  
West Balkan Countries as a part of the whole region of Vienna Economic Forum

•	Economy is the motor. Definition of the regional needs and priorities:
	 Infrastructure, Transport, Energy, Telecommunications.
•	Serbia on the European Road. Overview of the Serbian Economy and concrete projects. 

Experiences and Current Challenges for the Regional Investments.

Vienna Economic Forum was pleased to welcome high-level representatives and decision-makers in 
Vienna and was proud of the great interest in these Vienna Economic Talks. 

Secretary General Ambassador Dr. Elena Kirtcheva welcomed about 120 participants from 
18 countries. This shows us once again the great interest in the Vienna Economic Talks in the 
region of Vienna Economic Forum, as well as beyond. 

The opening in the premises of the Austrian Lotteries was carried out by host Dr. Karl Stoss, 
CEO of Casinos Austria AG and Board Member of Vienna Economic Forum.

The aim of the event was to highlight the investment opportunities in the Western Balkans region as 
a part of the whole region of the Vienna Economic Forum as well as the economic integration of Serbia 
on its way to Europe and the economic cooperation with the other VEF-countries and to give additional
support, as well as further input to the common regional economic development on the eve of the 
2nd Western Balkans conference in August 2015 in Vienna.

Bilateral talks were held, numerous contacts established and experiences exchanged and thus this 
meeting formed further important basis for continued cooperation between the countries of the region.

18 June 2015, Vienna

Vienna Economic Talks – 
Investments and Regional Cooperation

18 June 2015, 
Studio 44 of Austrian Lotteries, Vienna

VET – Investments and Regional Cooperation
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VET – Investments and Regional Cooperation

Program
18 JUNE 2015

LOCATION 
Studio 44 of the Austrian Lotteries,  
Rennweg 44, 1030 Vienna, Austria

REGISTRATION AND COFFEE 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

Regional Cooperation is on demand! 
Investment needs and possibilities in the West Balkan Countries 
as a part of the whole Region of Vienna Economic Forum. 	

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Welcome Address 
Dr. Karl STOSS, General Director, Casinos Austria AG, 
General Director, Österreichische Lotterien GmbH,  
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

Video Message 
H.E. Dr. Johannes HAHN, European Commissioner  
for Neighbourhood Policy and EU Enlargement 

Main Statement 
Ms. Bernadette GIERLINGER, Vice Minister of Science, 
Research and Economy of the Republic of Austria 

Statements 
H.E. Mr. Furkan CAKO, Minister for Foreign Investments at the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia  
Mr. Liuben PETROV, Deputy Minister of Economy of the Republic of Bulgaria 
Mr. Gazmend TURDIU, Deputy Secretary General,  
Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum  
Mr. Gregor Hueber, Head of Business Development, CEE, Österreichische Post AG
Mr. Ahmet Mesut ERSOY, CEO, DenizBank AG,  
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK

8:30–9:15 a.m. 

9:15–9:25 a.m. 

9:30–11:00 a.m. 

11:00–11:30 a.m.

18 June 2015, Vienna

The Vienna Economic Forum wishes to thank all its members for their active participation 
in the “Vienna Economic Talks – Investments and Regional Cooperation” and especially 
the following partners for their friendly support: Casinos Austria AG, TPA Horwath, Tsomokos Group, 
LeitnerLeitner and Canon.
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Round Table Discussion

Serbia on the European Road.  
Overview of the Serbian Economy and concrete projects.  
Experiences and Current Challenges for the Regional 
Investments. 

Moderation 
Mr. Symeon TSOMOKOS, CEO and Founder, Tsomokos Group International, 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 

Introductory Statement
Dr. Johann SOLLGRUBER, European Commission Representation in Vienna, 
Member of the Honorary Committee of Vienna Economic Forum  

Main Statements
Dr. Milan PARIVODIC, CEO, FORINVEST,  
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Former Minister of Economic Relations of the Republic of Serbia 
Mr. Branislav BUGARSKI, Secretary for Interregional Cooperation, 
Local Self-Government of Vojvodina, Republic of Serbia 

Panellists
Mr. Milutin FOLIC, Chief Architect at the Municipality of Belgrade, Serbia 
Mag. Thomas HANEDER, Partner, TPA Horwath, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Simon VESTNER, CEO, Vestner Aufzüge GmbH, Germany, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Amb. Dr. Wolfgang PETRITSCH, President, Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation, 
Of Counsel at LANSKY, GANZGER + partner, 
Cooperation Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
Mr. Zeljko BOBAR, Managing Director at KoCoS Technology Central Eastern Europe 
GmbH, Member of the Club of Serbian Businessmen in Austria
Ms. Marijana AGIC-MOLNAR, Managing Director, Adriatic Region Management, 
GfK, Serbia

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Conclusion and future perspectives
Followed by farewell reception for all participants

END of “Vienna Economic Talks – 
investments and regional cooperation”

2:00–4:00 p.m. 

3:45 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

Program
18 JUNE 2015

SECOND PLENARY SESSION 

Economy is the Motor.  
Definition of Regional Priorities.

Moderation 
Mr. Aleksandar MEDJEDOVIC, Executive Board Member, 
Turkish-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Berlin/Germany; 
Board Member, Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DEIK), 
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 

Video Message 
Mag. Othmar KARAS, Member of the European Parliament  

Panelists
H.E. Ms. Hykmete N. BAJRAMI, Minister of Trade and Industry of Kosovo
Mr. Igor JOVOVIC, Ambassador in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and European Integration of Montenegro
Dr. Wolf-Ruthart BORN, Senior Advisor, Investment Support 
and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT),  
Cooperation Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
Mag. Birgit REITER-BRAUNWIESER, Director, Central and Eastern Europe, 
ABA-Invest Austria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum Committee of
Presidents of Investment Agencies of the Region
Mr. Stamen JANEV, President, Invest Bulgaria Agency, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum Committee of
Presidents of Investment Agencies of the Region
Ms. Jelica GRUJIC, Director, Foreign Investment Promotion Agency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FIPA), Member of Vienna Economic Forum  
Committee of Presidents of Investment Agencies of the Region
Mr. Kliment SEKEROVSKI, Deputy CEO, Invest in Macedonia, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum Committee of Presidents of 
Investment Agencies of the Region

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Networking LUNCH – Buffet 
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
and TPA Horwath

1:00–2:00 p.m. 

11:30 a.m.–
1:00 p.m. 
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H.E. Furkan Cako, Minister for 
Foreign Investments of Macedonia

Dr. Karl Stoss, General Director 
of Casinos Austria AG and Member 
of the Board of VEF, opens the VET-Conference 
“Investments and Regional Cooperation”

lively discussion ...
A. Mesut Ersoy, CEO, DenizBank AG, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Gregor Hueber, Head of Business Development, 
CEE, Österreichische Post AG

H.E. Furkan Cako, Minister for Foreign Investments 
of Macedonia with Dr. Karl Stoss, General Director 
of Casinos Austria AG and Member of the Board of 

VEF and Secretary General Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva

Photo Gallery
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Dr. Milan Parivodic, CEO, FORINVEST,
Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum,
Former Minister of Economic Relations of 
the Republic of Serbia

Mr. Branislav Bugarski, Secretary for 
Interregional Cooperation, Local 

Self-Government of Vojvodina, 
Republic of Serbia

Mag. Thomas Haneder, Partner, TPA Horwath,
Member of Vienna Economic Forum

Dr. Johann Sollgruber, European Commission 
Representation in Vienna

the interested auditorium in the Studio 44

Mr. Liuben Petrov, Deputy Minister of Economy 
of the Republic of Bulgaria
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19 June 2015, Vienna

On 19 June 2015 the Board of Vienna Economic Forum together with the Ambassadors of the 
Member Countries invited to the 14th traditional Garden Party “Culinary and musical journey 
through the countries of the Region” which all the Member Countries of Vienna Economic 
Forum actively coorganized.

The embassies spared no effort to indulge the guests with country specific culinary specialties.  
The artistic performance has been, as in the years before, the highlight of the evening and the 
guest enjoyed the performance of the various artists. 

Next to dances from Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo and Bulgaria, also the book “Culinaria balcanica” 
by Prof. Thede Kahl was presented.

A big thank you goes to all the ambassadors of VEF-countries that have a highly responsible 
mission in this specific time: not only to present their own country, but rather to act in regional  
and European dimension, to think of a common European future, for the prosperity and welfare 
of the region. 

The Ambassadors of the member states met with the numerous board members, members, 
partners and friends of Vienna Economic Forum. At the friendly gathering, the culinary delights 
and musical pleasures celebrated around 400 participants. The unique atmosphere was another 
proof of how much in common the people of the region from the Adriatic to the Black Sea have.

“Culinary and musical journey through the countries of the Region”  

19 June 2015, in the Garden of the Diplomatic Academy, Vienna

14th Traditional Garden Party 

The Vienna Economic Forum Summer Social Event

14th Traditional Garden Party 
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At the traditional Family Photo participated:

•	 H.E. Roland Bimo 
•	 H.E. Mag. Elena Shekerletova
•	 H.E. Gordan Bakota 
•	 H.E. Dr. Vasilika Poposka Trenevska 
•	 H.E. Andrej Popov
•	 H.E. Silvia Davidoiu
•	 H.E. Dr. Andrej Rahten 
•	 H.E. Dr. Oleksandr Scherba
•	 H.E. Mag. Sami Ukelli
•	 H.E. Ivan Milic

Present were also the Members of the Board of VEF, the founding members, partners and supporting 
Members of Vienna Economic Forum. 

•	 Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the Board, EVN AG 
and First Vice President of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Mag. Hermann Anderl, Managing Director, Canon CEE GmbH, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Mag. Heinz Messinger, Managing Director, AME International GmbH 
and CFO of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Dr. Willibald Plesser, Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

•	 Dr. Karl Stoss, General Director, Casinos Austria AG, General Director, 
Österreichische Lotterien GmbH, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

•	 Mr. Emmanuel Forest, CEO, Bouygues Europe SA, 
Member of the Boardof Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Dr. Milan Parivodic, CEO, ForInvest, Owner, Parivodic Lawyers, Serbia, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Dkfm. Simon Vestner, CEO, Vestner Aufzüge GmbH, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

•	 Dr. Herbert Stepic, Honorary Member of Vienna Economic Forum
•	 KommR Margarete Kriz-Zwittkovits, Honorary President of Österreichischen Gewerbevereins
•	 Prof. Evgenyi Chevkenov, President of the VEF Culture Committee with his students.

Vienna Economic Forum is proud to cooperate with such distinguished personalities 
and we expect all friends of the region to the 15th Vienna Economic Forum Garden Party 
on 17 June 2016 again in the Garden of the Diplomatic Academy.

14th Traditional Garden Party 

COLAS in Balkans, committed in the 
TEN-T European projects

EUROPEAN CORRIDOR Vc
CROATIA - PLOCE

Realization of the highway  A10, asphalt pavement works
105.000 tons delivered & placed

Highway section opened on 11/2014

VEF_JahresbroschKern_2016_AME.indd   24 01.03.16   10:23
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Photo Gallery

Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member of the Board 
of EVN AG, First Vice President of Vienna 
Economic Forum with Ambassador of Bulgaria 
Mag. Elena Sherkerletova and Secretary General 
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Bulgarian dance group

14th Traditional Garden Party 19 June 2015, Vienna

Prof. Evgenyi Chevkenov, 
President of the VEF Culture 
Committee with his students

H.E. Apostolic Nuncio 
Dr. Peter Stephan Zurbriggen

Thomas Ebner, Monitor TV, Media Partner of VEF
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14th Traditional Garden Party 19 June 2015, Vienna

so much in common between 
the people from the region ...

masterly dancers ...

kids from the region ...

get together ...

Mag. Hermann Anderl, Managing Director, Canon CEE, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum

good athmosphere ...
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freshfields.com

When you’re working across borders, you need a law firm 
that can advise you anywhere in the world. At Freshfields, 
we’ve been connecting central and south-east Europe to 

global markets for over 40 years. 

Chambers Global calls us ‘an imposing force in the region’. 
We understand the countries’ legal, business and cultural 

environments, and we work with the best local firms to get 
you the right legal team for all your business needs. 

Our worldwide experience and local know-how will make sure 
you’re ready for any deal, dispute or disposal. Freshfields will 

be there for you, whenever and wherever you need us.

INFRASTRUCTURE 
IS IN OUR DNA.
Kommunalkredit Austria is the infrastructure specialist for the sectors of 
energy & environment, social infrastructure, and transport. Acting as a 
bridge between clients, project developers and institutional investors, we 
create added values for all stakeholders.

www.kommunalkredit.at
INFRA BANKING EXPERTS 

ÖSTERREICHS BANK FÜR INFRASTRUKTUR



Lansky, Ganzger + partner closely col-
l -abo rates with external specialists and 
a worldwide network of consultants and 
local advisers. This ensures that the firm 
is able to offer individual, strategic and 
pragmatic all-in-one solutions to their 
national and international clients. Many  

renowned national and inter national banks,  
corporations and companies have, over 
the past years, relied on the firm’s exten-
sive expertise. The all-inclusive approach 
of Lansky, Ganzger + partner clearly distin-
guishes itself from the general standard of 
a conventional, solely legal consultancy.

Successful legal advice means more than simply knowing and applying the law. 
Lansky, Ganzger + partner, one of the leading law firms in Austria and the Slovak 
Republic, has longstanding and profound experience that enables it to deliver an 
all-encompassing, inter disciplinary and cross-regional service of the highest level.

Thinking outside the box  
is not just a phrase,  
but rather our approach  
to legal advice.

V I E N N A  –  B R AT I S L A V A  –  B A K U  –  A S TA N A

LANSKY, GANZGER + partner  
Attorneys at Law

Biberstrasse 5 
A-1010 Vienna (Austria) 
W: www.lansky.at  

T: +43 1 533 33 300 
F: +43 1 532 84 83 
E: office@lansky.at 
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On 23 November 2015 Dr. Erhard Busek, President of Vienna Economic Forum and Ambassador 
Dr. Elena Kirtcheva, Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum had  the pleasure to welcome 
participants from 39 countries at Palais Niederösterreich in Vienna to the  
12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialogue 2015.

Under the slogan “Investments as a motor for Competitiveness and Growth” the high-ranking participants 
discussed the topics:
• “How can Europe Grow? Can Banks stimulate growth? Investments as a motor. How to create Jobs – 

regional, sub-regional and Europe-wide? Is a common regional Investment Strategy Possible?”
• “Investment as a motor for Competitiveness and growth. The European way to a more pragmatic aspect. 

Visions and investor response world-wide.”

The high ranking participants were addressed on behalf of the Federal Chancellor of the Republic 
of Austria by the State Secretary of the Federal Chancellery Ms. Sonja Stessl who highlighted 
the importance of the economic development of the region. The Member of the European Parliament 
Mr. Othmar Karas underlined in his opening speech that digitalisation and industry 4.0 is a real chance.

The Vice-President of the European Commission H.E. Kristalina Georgieva, praised the VEF 
for cooperation in this special times and highlighted that the Vienna Economic Forum is a very important 
platform for 14 states to identify opportunities for investment in the whole region.

The First Opening Session “How can Europe Grow? Can Banks stimulate growth? Investments as a motor. 
How to create Jobs- regional, sub-regional and Europe-wide? Is a common regional Investment Strategy 
Possible?” was moderated by Dr. Herbert Stepic, Senior Advisor, Raiffeisen Bank International AG, Honorary 
Member of the Vienna Economic Forum. The high-level participants from the politics and the bank sector 
discussed about the importance of investment in the region. 

The Main Statement was given by Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger, Vice Minister, Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy of Austria. The representatives of banks – Ms. Flavia Palanza, Director of Central 
and Southeastern Europe at the European Investment Bank (EIB), Dr. Holger Muent, Director for Western 
Balkans of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), Mr. Chen Fei, Chairman of 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) Europe SA, exchanges experiences, the delegates from 
investors side and Members of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum Dr. Ognian Donev, CEO, Sopharma AD, 
and DI Peter Umundum, Board member of Österreichische Post AG  explained the view from the 
investors side.

Mr. Nikolay Tsenkov, Chairperson of the Board of Directors, National Company Industrial Zones of Bulgaria, 
Member of Vienna Economic Forum, and Dr. Dragan Kostic, CEO, Free Zone Pirot, Serbia, gave insightful 
knowledge of these specific areas.

12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialogue 2015

23 November 2015, Palais Niederösterreich, Vienna 
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The very lively Roundtable discussion “Investment as a motor for Competitiveness and growth. 
The European way in a more pragmatic aspect. Visions and investor response world-wide” was moderated 
by Mr. Aleksandar Medjedovic, Executive Board Member, Turkish-Germand Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Board Member, Foreign Economic Relations Board of Turkey (DEIK), Strategic Partner of Vienna 
Economic Forum and highlighted investments to promote competitiveness and growth. 

The discussants: DI Dr. Rabensteiner, Member of the Board of VERBUND AG, Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Mr. Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Executive Director, EVN AG, First Vice-President 
of Vienna Economic Forum, Mr. Arda Ermut, President of the Investment Support and Promotion Agency 
of Turkey (ISPAT) and the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) and Member of 
the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Bertram Burtscher, Partner Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 
LLP, Cooperation Partner of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Gabriel Lansky, Partner Lansky, Ganzger + 
partner, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Mr. Emmanuel Forest, CEO, BOUYGUES 
EUROPE, Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum, Dr. Milan Parivodic, CEO, FORINVEST, 
discussed openly and pragmatically with their own experience about business oriented solutions for the 
regional cooperation and its further good development in such turbulent times.

In the annual ceremony for the Vienna Economic Forum Awards Albania was awarded as “Country 
Partner of the Year 2015” and as “Cooperation Partner of the Year 2015” the Casinos Austria AG 
and Chief Executive Officer Dr. Karl Stoss were nominated.

The Vienna Economic Forum wishes to thank all members and partners of Vienna Economic Forum for 
the active participation and constant support. A special thank you goes to: the Federal Ministry of 
Science, Research and Economy, the European Commission Representation in Vienna, the 
Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), Canon CEE GmbH, DenizBank 
AG, Sopharma AD and the Vienna Insurance Group.

A special thanks goes out to VEF Main Media Partner Monitor TV and Mr. Thomas Ebner.

8:30–9:15 a.m. 

9:30–10:00 a.m. 

10:00–12:00 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 

LOCATION 
Palais Niederösterreich,  
Herrengasse 13, 1010 Vienna

REGISTRATION and COFFEE 

FAMILY PHOTO (by invitation) 

OPENING of 12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialogue 2015

Moderation 
Amb. Dr. Elena KIRTCHEVA, Member of the Board, 
Secretary General of Vienna Economic Forum 

Welcome Addresses 
H.E. Werner FAYMANN, Federal Chancellor of Austria, 
Patron of Vienna Economic Forum
Mag. Othmar KARAS, Member of the European Parliament 

Official Opening 
Dr. Erhard BUSEK, President of Vienna Economic Forum, 
Former Vice Chancellor of Austria

FIRST OPENING SESSION 

How can Europe grow? Can banks stimulate growth? 
Investments as a Motor. How to create jobs – regional,  
sub-regional and Europe-wide?
Is a common regional investment strategy possible?

Moderation 
Dr. Herbert STEPIC, Senior Advisor, Raiffeisen Bank International AG, 
Honorary Member of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement 
Ms. Bernadette GIERLINGER, Vice Minister, Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy of Austria  

Participants in the Discussion
H.E. Mr. Arben AHMETAJ, Minister of Economy of Albania 
Mr. Holger MUENT, Director for Western Balkans,  
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
H.E. Mr. Furkan CAKO, Minister for Foreign Investments of Macedonia 
Mr. Fei CHEN, Chairman, Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) 
Europe S.A., Luxembourg
H.E. Ms. Hykmete BAJRAMI, Minister of Trade and Industry of Kosovo
Dr. Ognian DONEV, CEO, Sopharma AD, Bulgaria,  
Vice-President of Vienna Economic Forum

Program
23 November 2015
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DI Peter UMUNDUM, Member of the Board of Oesterreichische Post AG, Austria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Ms. Flavia PALANZA, Director of Central and South Eastern Europe, 
European Investment Bank (EIB) 
Mr. Nikolay TSENKOV, Member of the Board of Directors, 
National Company Industrial Zones, Bulgaria, Member of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Dragan KOSTIC, CEO, Free Zone Pirot, Serbia

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Get together LUNCH BUFFET  
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and  
the Representation of the European Commission in Vienna

Round Table Discussion

Investment as a Motor for Competitiveness and Growth.
The European way in a more pragmatic aspect.
Visions and Investors Response world-wide.

Moderation 
Mr. Aleksandar MEDJEDOVIC, Executive Board Member, Turkish-German Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Berlin/Germany; Board Member, Foreign Economic Relations 
Board of Turkey (DEIK), Strategic Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 

Main Statement
H.E. Kristalina GEORGIEVA, Vice-President of the European Commission,
European Commissioner for Budget and Human Resources

Participants in the Discussion
H.E. Niko PELESHI, Deputy Prime Minister of Albania
DI Dr. Günther RABENSTEINER, Member of the Board, VERBUND AG, Austria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
H.E. Meglena KUNEVA, Deputy Prime Minister for European Policies Coordination 
and Institutional Affairs of Bulgaria
Mr. Stefan SZYSZKOWITZ, Member of the Board EVN AG, Austria, 
First Vice President of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Arda ERMUT, President, Investment Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey 
(ISPAT), President, World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA), 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum
Dr. Bertram BURTSCHER, Partner, Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Austria, 
Cooperation Partner of Vienna Economic Forum
H.E. Vladimir PESHEVSKI, Deputy Prime Minister of Macedonia
Dr. Peter HAROLD, CEO, HYPO NOE Group Bank AG, Austria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 

Dr. Gabriel LANSKY, Partner, LANKSY, GANZGER + partner, Austria, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Mr. Emmanuel FOREST, CEO, BOUYGUES EUROPE, Belgium, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum 
Dr. Milan PARIVODIC, CEO, ForInvest, Serbia,  
Partner of Vienna Economic Forum 

Q AND A SESSION
with the Audience (led by the Moderator)

Conclusions 
followed by  
ANNUAL AWARD CEREMONY OF VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM

PARTNER COUNTRY OF THE YEAR 2015
COOPERATION PARTNER OF THE YEAR 2015

FAREWELL RECEPTION  
for all participants of the 12th Vienna Economic Forum,  
hosted by the Board of Vienna Economic Forum and Sopharma 

possibilities for bilateral meetings  
for VEF Members

END of 12th Vienna Economic Forum – VIENNA DIALOGUE 2015

12:00–1:00 p.m. 

1:00–3:00 p.m. 

3:00–3:30 p.m. 

4:00–6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 
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23 November 2015, Vienna12 th Vienna Economic Forum

Photo Gallery

interested auditorium
Family photo

growing interest in a turbulent time

Opening by President 
Dr. Erhard Busek

Ms. Bernadette Gierlinger, Vice Minister, 
Federal Ministry of Science, Research 

and Economy of Austria 
and the first panel

Mag. Othmar Karas, Member of the European Parliament State Secretary Mag. Sonja Stessl
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Dr. Jörg Wohjahn, Head of the Respresentation 
of the European Commission in Vienna

discussions

DI Peter Umundum, Member of the Board 
Oesterreichische Post AG, Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum

vivid discussion on the panel

The moderator Mr. Aleksandar Medjedovic with 
Amb. Dr. Kirtcheva and Mr. Fei Chen, Chairman, 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) 
Europe S.A., Luxembourg 

Dr. Bertram Burtscher, Freshfields Bruckhaus 
Deringer LLP, Arda Ermut, President of 
ISPAT, Member of the Board of VEF and 

Mag. Stefan Szyszkowitz, Member 
of the Board of EVN AG and 

First Vice President of VEF

Family photo of the 1st panel
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the Secretary General invites

attentive talks on topics

exchange of experiences

DI Franz Wessig, Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy of Austria and 
H.E. Mr. Andrei Popov, Ambassador of 
the Republic of Moldova, Member of the 
Ambassadors Committee of  
Vienna Economic Forum

musical framework at the opening Investment realisation
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musical conclusions

Family photo 2nd panel

many talks and exchange of ideas

interested auditorium
Members of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Arda Ermut, President, Investment Support 
and Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT), 
President, World Association of Investment 
Promotion Agencies (WAIPA), Member of the 
Board of Vienna Economic Forum
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H.E. Kristalina Georgieva,
Vice-President of the European Commission,
European Commissioner for Budget
and Human Resources with 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva

Best of Vienna Economic Forum 
on DVD by MonitorTV

50 
25 
= 1

+ 

190 years as an insurer. 25 years success in CEE. VIG 
is comprised of around 50 insurers with rich heritage, strong 
brands and high levels of customer service in 25 countries. 
What unites them is a commitment to sustainability, innovative 
products and the best service. Thus diversity and unity create  
the stability of VIG, the number 1 in its CEE core markets.

To find out more about VIG, visit www.vig.com

Anzeige_50+25_215x297_E_160218.indd   1 18.02.16   11:27

listening to H.E. Kristalina Georgieva,
Vice-President of the European Commission,

European Commissioner for Budget
and Human Resources with Secretary 



Gaming innovation starts here.

        PIONEERING TRENDS   
                            start here. 

As one of the leading gaming technology companies in the world we 
owe our success to our more than 24,000 employees. The basis for this 
is their multicultural diversity, rigorous training and their interlinked 
know-how. By this we encourage great careers as well as innovative 
technologies – at the location of our headquarters in Austria as well 
as in more than 50 other countries. 

For more information, please visit www.novomatic.com
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Our mission is to make
investments succeed in Serbia

Our mission is to make
investments succeed in Serbia



siemens.at/gemeinsam

We are faced with fundamental change in 
many areas of our life: Our energy? Is con-
stantly becoming greener. Our industry? 
Is turning more and more digital. Our 
mobility? Is taking on new shapes. And 
our cities? Are even starting to think!                                                                                                                                           
                                                                  
Due to this paradigm shift, Austria‘s econ-
omy and society is confronted with an 
enormous challenge: The stakes involved 
are nothing less than the competitive-
ness and performance of our country.

We at Siemens are rising to these chal-
lenges. Together with our customers, we 
are bringing renewable energy sources 
into Austria‘s electricity grids, are finding 
new, innovative solutions for Austria‘s 
public transportation and are advancing 
the digitalization of Austria‘s industry. 
Furthermore, together with our research 
partners, we are developing the „Seestadt 
Aspern“ into a Smart City in the course of 
a one of a kind Europe-wide project – a 
thinking, green city of the future.

Together we are      
improving Austria.     
We electrify, automate and digitalize:
Together with our customers we realize, what counts. 
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A constant aspiration of Vienna Economic Forum activities is the aim to continue to popularize 
internationally its ideas, events and visions, to contribute to the expansion of investment opportunities 
and contacts, and in this way to contribute to a better positioning of its members 
in the economic development of the region.

For this reason in 2015 Vienna Economic Forum continues to develop its international contacts and to 
collaborate with strategic partners from the whole region and abroad. As recognition for these activities 
and effective expansion Vienna Economic Forum  was invited to numerous  important, popular and 
influential  international congresses and conferences.

On 7–9 April 2015 the VEF President Dr. Erhard Busek and VEF Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena 
Kirtcheva took part at 18th Eurasian Economic Summit of Marmara Group Foundation in 
Istanbul. The Vienna Economic Forum and the esteemed Marmara Group Foundation are long-
term strategic partners and have an excellent cooperation. The Marmara Group Foundation was founded 
in 1985 as a peace and dialogue initiative and contributes greatly to the regional cooperation with their 
annual Eurasian Economic Summit.

The current economic and political development within and outside Europe deepens further our belief 
that it is necessary again and again to work for the goals of Vienna Economic Forum and for its aim 
to support the further strengthen regional cooperation especially in the economic sector, to act as 
European Platform in Vienna for and together with all our partners from the whole region. 

Marmara Group Foundation is the VEF-longstanding and important partner in Turkey, and it was a 
special moment to accept the Awards “Medal of Honour of Marmara Group Foundation” at a festive 
ceremony in the presence of many presidents and prime ministers of the whole region.

Another very important Conference took place on  27–28 April 2015 again in Istanbul: Organised by the 
World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) and his President Mr. Ilker Ayci, 
Member of the Board of Vienna Economic Forum in 2015. The G20 WAIPA Conference on Foreign 
Direct Investments in Istanbul was a gathering of  the Presidents of Investment Agencies and high 
ranking decision makers from around the world. 

WAIPA is the international organization, which is increasingly becoming an influential platform for 
bringing Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) on the focus of regional and international agenda. 

Turkey as G-20 country and now where WAIPA is headquarted, is also founding Member country of 
Vienna Economic Forum and this enables a better cooperation for the benefit of the whole region. 

Participation in numerous national and  
International Congresses and Conferences. 

Collaboration with strategic Partners of Vienna Economic Forum
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Award ceremony at the 18th Eurasian Economic Summit of Marmara Group Foundation in April 2015 in Istanbul
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The cooperation of organizations like the Vienna Economic Forum and the World Association of 
Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) is the right way to produce more and useful synergy, 
especially in the present days, when we deal with challenges and changes.

The overarching goal of the conference was to define the areas for greater cooperation to facilitate cross-
border investment for sustainable development. In her key note speech VEF-Secretary General 
Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva underlines the role  of Vienna Economic Forum and the positive experiences 
in the encouraging Foreign Direct Investment in the region and the making investment climate in Vienna 
Economic member Countries more attractive, to share ideas about the perspectives of the development and 
the challenges of the regional and the global market for the foreign investors.

The Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey H.E. Ali Babacan and the other high ranking 
participants from the OECD, UNIDO, UNCTAD discussed the shifting geo-economic and political context 
within which IPAs now operate.

The Presidents of the Investment Agency from various continents welcomed the members of the newly 
formed Vienna Economic Forum Committee of Presidents of Investment Agencies from the 
Region and further active cooperation was planned.

On 2 December 2015 the second annual meeting of the Advisory Board of the Eurasian Council on 
Foreign Affairs (EFCA) took place in the Imperial Hotel in Vienna. Vienna Economic Forum  had a special 
invitation to participate, together with representatives of the European Commission, UNIDO, UNODA, 
the Austrian Ministry of Finance, ambassadors and representatives of different countries in Vienna. The 
Invitation came from H.E. Erlan Idrissov, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the first 
honorary president of ECFA and Dr. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, former Austrian Foreign Minister and  
EU-Commissioner and Chairman of the Advisory Board of Eurasian Council on Foreign Affairs (EFCA).

At the numerous talks it was underlined that Vienna Economic Forum is open for an active cooperation 
in the region and preparatory actions steps are already worked on.

Vienna Economic Forum is proud, that The City of Vienna, the Vienna Chamber of Commerce and the 
Vienna Convention Bureau awared again the Vienna Economic Forum for the active involvement and 
organization of the 12th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Dialogue 2015 on 23 November 2015 and 
found that the Vienna Economic Forum has contributed thus to the successful congress year 2015  
for the City of Vienna.  The  recognition as  “Successful congress organizers in Vienna in 2015” inspires 
us to continue the good efforts and further development. 

Marmara Conference, April 2015

The signing of the Memorandum of Under-
standing between Vienna Economic Forum 
and Marmara Group Foundation

the podium at the opening of  
the 18th Eurasian Economic Summit 
of Marmara Group Foundation

President Dr. Busek receives 
the Medal of Honour
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G20 WAIPA Conference on Foreign Direct Investments

Family photo of the high represantives from the world with H.E. Ali Babacan, 
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic and Financial Affairs of Turkey

Mr. Ilker Ayci, former President of the Investment Support and 
Promotion Agency of Turkey (ISPAT) and the World Association of 
Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA), Member of the Board of 
Vienna Economic Forum, Chairman of the Board and the 
Executive Comittee of Turkish Airlines

President Dr. Erhard Busek and 
Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 
were awarded by the
Marmara Group Foundation

for their continues support to the work of the 
Eurasian Economic Summits organized by 

the Marmara Group Foundation for the 
last 10 years and their unswerving 

efforts for peace, propsperity 
and stability of the region

Key note speech of Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva at the 
opening of the G20 WAIPA Conference on 
Foreign Direct Investments in Istanbul

ph
ot

os
 ©

 M
ar

m
ar

a 
G

ro
up

 F
ou

nd
at

io
n

ph
ot

os
 ©

 W
A

IP
A



Congresses and Conferences Istanbul 2015

72 73

Secretary General Amb. Dr. Elena Kirtcheva 
talked with H.E. Ali Babacan, Deputy Prime 
Minister for Economic and Financial Affairs 
of Turkey about Vienna Economic Forum

Mr. Ilker Ayci opens
the conference

WAIPA auditiorum with 
interested participants
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Partner Country of the Year 2015 Cooperation Partner of the Year 2015

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM AWARDs

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS (ECOSOC)

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 
AWARD 

Partner Country of the Year 2015
presented to

H.E. Mr. Edi RAMA
Prime Minister of Albania

for the contribution of the Government of Albania 

to the economic development on regional level 

among the member countries of Vienna Economic Forum

Vienna, 23 November 2015

REGISTERED IN THE
 TRANSPARENCY REGISTER

OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Bildtext ...

INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANISATION

CONSULTATIVE STATUS 
WITH THE ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL COUNCIL OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS (ECOSOC)

VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM 
AWARD 

Cooperation Partner of the Year 2015
presented to

Dr. Karl STOSS
Director General, Casinos Austria AG

Chairman of the Management Board, Österreichische Lotterien GmbH 

for the contribution to the economic development 

on national and regional level in the member countries of 

Vienna Economic Forum

Vienna, 23 November 2015

REGISTERED IN THE
 TRANSPARENCY REGISTER

OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
AND EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Martin Himmelbauer, Head of Corporate 
Communications, accepts the award on 

behalf of Dr. Karl Stoss, General 
Director, Member of the Board 

of Vienna Economic Forum

H.E. Roland Bimo, Ambassador of Albania 
accepts the award on behalf of 
H.E. Prime Minister Edi Rama, 

Patron of Vienna Economic Forum 
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