
VIENNA ECONOMIC FORUM – KOSOVO COOPERATION 

Phase I: Start of cooperation (2008–2010)

Kosovo after independence - early engagement with focus on recognition, visibility, investment promotion and 
regional integration

• Kosovo joins the VEF family
• Focus on economic recognition and investment promotion – Vienna Economic Talks Pristina Meeting
• Participation in regional economic dialogue: Vienna Economic Forum - Annual Vienna Future Dialogue
• Building relationships with investors and focus on investment promotion

Phase II: Integration (2011–2016)

Kosovo became a regular participant with growing role in regional economic discussions on infrastructure, energy, 
competitiveness and regional cooperation

• Regular participation in VEF activities
• Focus on infrastructure, energy and competitiveness
• Increased visibility in regional economic discussions
• Strengthening ties with Austrian, regional and European stakeholders
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Phase III: Institutionalization (2017–2019)

Leadership-level participation and entry into the Patrons Committee
• Kosovo gains a stronger profile within VEF discussions, focus on digitalization, modernization and investment
• Kosovo PM joins the VEF Patrons Committee in 2018 and gains a formal leadership role within VEF
• Participation in Sofia Talks, participation in the 15th Jubilee Vienna Economic Forum

Phase IV: Strategic Partnership (2020–2026)

Kosovo hosted a major VEF event (Prishtina Meeting), deepened institutional cooperation, received recognition for 15 
years of cooperation and was awarded the 2024 Country Partner of the Year distinction

• Strengthened diplomatic cooperation within the framework of the VEF Ambassador Committee
• Kosovo promotes itself as nearshoring and investment destination, focus on supply chains, investment opportunities
• Memorandum of Understanding signed
• Vienna Economic Talks held in Prishtina in 2023, hosted under the patronage of Prime Minister Albin Kurti, focus on 
energy, innovation, climate resilience and regional cooperation. Recognition for 15 years of cooperation with VEF
• Kosovo receives the Country Partner of the Year award in 2024
• Discussions on establishing a VEF branch in Prishtina
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